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fEf) e $resbpterian  Ctjurct)  in  tbe  ®niteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


Executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D. . LL.D. 
Stated  Clerk 


September  14,  1928* 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


TO  THB  M5MBSR2  UF  THL  GROUP  OF  a IX. 

Dear  Brethren* 

Immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  our  meeting  today 
Friday,  September  14th,  I called  President  Stevenson  on  the 
telephone  at  Princeton.  He  informs  me  that  the  opening 
servioe  of  the  Seminary  is  appointed  for  Wednesday  morning, 
September  26th,  at  11  of clock.  This,  of  course,  makes  it 
impossible  to  carry  out  our  plan  of  conference  with  the 
Faculty.  We  can,  however,  hold  our  meetings  as  planned 
on  Wednesday,  September  26th,  provided  it  seems  wise  to  the 
members  of  the  Group  to  arrange  our  sessions  as  follows* 

10.15  Group  Meeting 

11*00  Conference  with  Trustees 

2*00  Conference  with  Faculty 

In  the  judgment  of  the  members  of  our  group,  is  it  so 
important  that  we  should  meet  the  Faculty  before  meetiiT  the 
Trustees  ttessfc  we  must  transfer  our  visit  to  Princeton,  let  \\& 
say  to  the  following  day,  namely,  September  27th,  with  the 
following  as  the  arrangements  for  the  day: 

10.15  Group  Meeting 

11*30  Faculty  Meeting 

2*50  Trustee  Meeting 

Please  wire  me  collect  your  judgment  in  this  matter. 

With  kind  regards,  believe  me 


Yours  sincerely. 


s',  riwv 


Lewis  S*  Kudge 
Secretary 


$resit)pterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  tije  ZHtuteb  States!  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LI — D. 
Stated  Clerk 


September  15 9 1926 


General  Office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GROUP  OF  SIX# 

Dear  Brethren: 

Telegraphic  responses  to  my  request  for 
advice  as  to  whether  our  next  meeting  shall  be  called 
for  Wednesday  September  26th  or  Thursday  September  27th, 
make  it  clear  that  Thursday  September  27th,  is  the 
date  preferred#  We  will,  therefore,  assembly  in  the  did 
Oratory  Alexander  Hall  at  10:15  Daylight  Saving  Time 
Thursday  morning  September  27th#  I am  arranging  for  a 


conference  with  the  faculty  at  11:30  and  with  the  trustees 
at  2:30# 

With  kind  reg ards, beli eve  me 

Yours  sincerely, 

T- 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


®be  $resbi>tertan  Cburcf)  tn  tfje  ®mteb  states;  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 
LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


September  17#  1928 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA, 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GROUP  OF  SIX. 

Dear  Brethren: 

At  the  meeting  of  our  Group  held  on  Friday,  September  14th, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed: 

'•On  motion  of  Dr.  Laird,  seconded  by  Dr.  Sp.er,  Dr. 

Mud go  was  requested  to  prepare  for  use  at  a proposed 
“XLc.  .in  ,h.  Officers  of  U>.  Jo.rd  of  *£•«»• 
and  selected  members  thereof  the  outline  of  a possible 
plan  for  one  Board  control,  emphasizing  particular  y 
that  the  membership  of  the  proposed  Board 
composed  of  the  members  of  the  two  existing  Boards  and  that 
to  this  end  as  a temporary  measure,  at  least,  others 
than  ordained  men  should  be  eligible  to  membership 
thereof.” 

in  accordance  with  this  request,  I am  transmitting  herewith 
to  eaoh  of  you  a oopy  of  the  revised  Charter  and  the  revised 
a! It  the^ Seminary^ as  contained  in  the  report  of  e Special 

Committee  of  Eleven  to  the  1928  General  ®«thy 

suggestions  with  reference  to  amendments  thereto  as  seem  wortny 

of  consideration  by  our  Group. 

The  amendments  which  I am  suggesting  to  the  amended  Charter 
I am  offering  after  a telephone  conversation  with  Dr.  Laird, 
the  only  member  of  our  Group  available  for  consultation. 

The  amendments  offered  to  the  revised  Plan  of  the  Seminary 
are  those  and  only  those  which  were  agreed  upon  as  well  *°rt J 
of  consideration  at  the  Group  conference  held  on  J"*  * 

at  which  the  following  were  present,  Drs.  UoBwan,  Laird,  Sp 

and  Mudge. 

That  all  possible  time  may  be  saved  for  other  use  at  the 
meeting  of  our  Group  appointed  for  bgBteatafc-  ntAhe 

.il^you  not  each  be  so  hind  as  to  examine  critically  what  is 
herewith  submitted  to  you  and  transmit  to  me  as  soon  as  possiole 

your  suggestions* 

rfith  every  good  wish,  believe  me  _ 

Yours  sincerely, 


-a»*\luc^e- 


Group  Secretary 


^regfapterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  tl je  tHmteb  £i>tateg  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


Executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE.  D.D..  LL.D 
Stated  Clerk 


General  Office 


514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


September  17,  1928® 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GROUP  OF  SIX. 

Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  please  find  a record  of  our  meeting  held  on 
September  14.  Please  be  kind  enough  to  indicate  to  your 
Secretary  any  additionsor  corrections® 

With  kind  regards,  believe  me 


Yours  sincerely 


Lewis  S®  Mudge 
Group  Secretary® 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
The  Theological  Seminary 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  U.  S.  A. 

Princeton.  New  Jersey 


September  17,  1928 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 

156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  has  received  the 
following  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  "Peace  Group" : 

n General  Office 
514  Witherspoon  Bldg. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

September  15,  1928 

Rev.  Sylvester  W.  Beach,  D.D. , 

Secretary,  Board  of  Directors, 

Prinoeton  Theological  Seminary, 

Princeton,  N.J. 

By  dear  Dr.  Beach: 

The  Group  of  Six  held  a meeting  yesterday.  At  this 
meeting  I was  directed  a3  its  Secretary  to  bring  to  your  attention 
two  matters. 

Item  I.  I have  just  wired  you  as  follows: 

"GROUP  OF  51 2 AT  ITS  KEATING  YESTERDAY  PAS3ED 
THE  FOLLOTVIKG  RESOLUTION  SECRETARY  OF  THE  GROUP 
ViA3  RIPUE6TED  THROUGH  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  BOARD 
OF  DIRECTORS  TO  CALL  THE  ATTENTION  OF  THE 
COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD  APPOINTED  TO  MATTE  NOMINA- 
TIONS FOR  VACANCIES  IN  THE  FACULTY  TO  THE  URGENT 
NEED  OF  FILLING  AT  THE  EARLIEST  POSSIBLE  MOMENT 
THE  CHAIRS  VACANT  IN  THE  SEMINARY  AND  THAT  IF 
SATISFACTORY  NOMINATIONS  RE  POSSIBLE  THEY  SHOULD 
BE  PRESENTED  AT  THE  OCTOBER  TILE  TING  OF  THE  BOARD 
STOP  PLEASE  WIRE  THIS  RESOLUTION  TO  EACH  COfCriTTEE 
CHAIRMAN  REFERRED  TO  KINDEST  REGARDS." 

Item  II.  The  Group  took  the  following  action  on 
motion  of  Dr.  Speer,  seconded  by  Dr.  Finney,  "The  Secretary  was 
requested  to  write  to  the  Becretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
asking  that  letters  received  by  him  germane  to  the  work  of  the 
Group'  should  be  transmitted  to  all  the  members  of  the  Croup 
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and  especially  letters  received  from  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
the  Faculty  in  response  to  the  request  of  June  7th  from  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  signatures  to  the  statement  then  issued." 

Yours  sinoerely, 

Lewis  3.  Mudge 
Group  Secretary" 


Accordingly,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  wired  at  once 
the  telegram,  Item  I,  to  the  Chairmen  of  the  respective  committees 
on  vacancies  in  the  Chairs. 

In  compliance  with  Item  II,  the  Secretary  is  now  sending 
the  information  called  for  thereby  to  eaoh  member  of  the  Peace 
Group. 

Fir8t,to  date  twenty-one  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  returned  to  the  Secretary  the  formula  for  subscription  adopted 
by  the  Board  at  the  meeting  June  20th  with  their  signatures.  They 
are  as  follows: 


Burrell 

Brank 

\ j A 

McEwan 

Mans on 

Hutohison 

Patton 

. ^ ,j  V 

Mudge 

Speer 

L * 'v  . “ 

Stevenson  (Frank) 

Brownson 

\ < ? 

Laird 

Dickson 

• \ 

Bruoe 

Finney 

Nichols 

Robinson 

Hodge 

Morgan 

Alexander  ( George ) 
Radoliffe 

Beaoh 

«t\  ' 

\\ 

Of  the  remaining  eight  members,  (there  being  one  vacancy  in 
the  Board  owing  to  the  resignation  of  Elisha  H.  Perkins,  the  successor 
to  whom  has  not  yet  been  eleoted),  Dr.  Maitland  Alexander  has  stated 
to  the  Secretary  his  purpose  to  sign  the  formula  while  six  of  the 
remaining  number  have  made  no  reply  probably  owing  to  inadvertence 
or  absence  on  vaoation. 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  from  Rev.  8amuel  G. 
Craig,  D.D.: 

M Southwest  Harbor,  Maine 

\ s. 

Dear  Dr.  Beaoh: 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  our  Board  of  Directors  on 
June  20th  have  been  forwarded  to  me  here,  together  with  copy  of  the 
statement  the  Directors  are  asked  to  sign,  all  accompanied  by  an 
explanatory  paragraph  in  the  form  of  a letter  from  you  as  secretary 
of  the  Board. 
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The  occaolon  of  117  writing  Is  that  It  does  not  seen  to  me 
that  this  submits  the  8tatement  to  the  Directors  In  harmony  with 
the  action  of  the  Board  as  recorded  on  page  10  of  the  minutes  as 
prepared  and  sent.  According  to  that  aotlon  an  addendum  was  to  he 
attached  to  the  resolution  embodying  the  resolution  but  "ouoh  an 
addendum  le  lacking  In  the  copy  sent  me.  It  does  not  seem  to  as 
that  the  explanatory  paragraph  In  your  aooompanylng  letter  nets 
the  requirements  of  the  case,  apart  from  the  fact  that  It  does  not 
seem  altogether  satisfactory  to  me.  As  1 understood  the  matter 
the  addendum  was  to  be  affixed  to  and  constitute  a part  of  the 
statement  to  be  signed.  It  was  with  that  understand^  that  I 
refrained  from  voting  against  the  resolutions  and  unless  an 
addendum  that  considerably  modifies  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
states  nt  In  Itself  considered  Is  attached  I do  not  sae  how  It 
can  be  expeoted  that  all  members  of  the  Directors (and  Faoulty)  can 
be  expeoted  to  sign  it.  May  I inquire  If  it  was  an  oversight 
that  I received  a oopy  with  no  addendum  attaohedT 

With  all  good  wishes  I am 

Very  slnoersly  yours, 

Samuel  0.  Craig 

July  G,  1928* 


The  following  letter  has  been  reoelved  from  Dr.  Speer: 

"156  Fifth  Avenue 
Ifew  York 

July  19,  1938 


Rev.  Sylvester  W.  Reaoh,  D.D., 
rrlnoeton.  Hew  Jersey 

My  dear  Sylvester: 

I have  been  meaning  to  Ttlte  to  you  with  reference  to  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direotors  of  the 
Seminary  to  ask  whether  there  Is  not  soma  mistake  as  to  the  form 
of  Dr.  McCartney's  motion  reported  on  the  last  page. 

but 

I was  out  at  the  time  Dr.  McCartney  mode  the  motion/when 
I returned  I understood  that  It  was  simply  a request  that  I should 
prepare  the  explanatory  statement  which  I did  prepare  and  submit  to 
you  and  Dr.  Me "wan.  1 did  not  understand  that  I was  appointed  to 
00  .-tunicate  to  the  Faoulty  the  explanation  of  the  resolution  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Board.  My  understanding  was  that  that  waa  your 
duty  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  and  that  my  responsibility  was  simply 
to  prepare  the  explanatory  statement.  Is  this  not  correct? 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 
Robert  r.  Spear." 


RES/B 
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The  following  from  Dr.  McEwaa: 


■Third  °resbytorlan  Churoh 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

July  10,  1938 

Rot.  Sylvester  W.  Reach,  D.D. 
rrlnoeton,  IV. J. 

My  dear  Dr.  Bcaoh: 

1 return  to  you  herewith  the  statement  sent  by  you  with 
my  signature  attached.  I am  Quite  sure  that  those  who  were  not 
present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Cocalttse  Where  this  statement  was 
agreed  upon,  would  sign  It  without  hesitation  If  they  knew  the 
purpose  of  It,  the  way  In  which  It  was  agfeed  upon,  and  the  spirit 
In  whloh  the  Committee  worked  together.  It  seemed  to  us  to  he 
the  firot  step  toward  the  solution  of  our  present  problem.  While 
we  knew  the  difficulties  that  would  present  themselves,  end  the 
possible  misunderstanding  of  Its  purport  and  form,  every  MeraDer  or 
the  Committee  was  willing  to  adopt  It  and  sign  it. 

I hope  you  will  have  a pleasant  summer. 

Tour  friend  truly, 

Wm.  L.  HoRwan" 


wlmjarl 

eno. 


The  following  from  Dr.  Radcllffs: 

"Rev.  Wallace  Radcllffs 
1675  Thirty-First  Street 
Washington,  D.C. 


July  10th 


My  dear  Mr.  secretary: 

I enclose  the  Director  statement  sent  to  me,  with  signature 
affixed.  I do  not  entirely  approve  the  accompanying  •t®*®;!’:”*, 
too  limited  and  suggestively  evasive. 

although  much  still  re  an  lne  to  he  done.  I trust  there  will  oe  nn 
Directors  Meeting  called  bo  fore  October  whenw  can  hsvwa  full 
meeting  and  the  soeolal  committee  oan  have  time  for  mutual  ol*»- 
cusolon  and  formal  recommendations. 

My  delay  In  answoring  has  been  oaused  by  serious  trouble 
at  horns.  Mrs.  Radcllffe  has  been  ill,  and  finally  taken  to  the 
hospital  for  throat  operation  which  gave  us  gv«at  anxiety  and 
fear.  She  has  steadily  Improved  and  has  now  been  fought  b-ok 
home.  I was  at  the  hos  ltal  nearly  all  the  time  and  everything 

e 
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elae  La a to  wait.  Iwery  nroapect  no*  Is  qulok  return  to  health  and 
vigor.  I trust  you  *111  haw?  a coo*11  sumoer. 

With  all  good  wishes  to  you  and  yours, 

Slnoorely, 

Wallaee  Radollffe" 

Aul  the  following  from  nr.  Finney: 

''little  Fish  Island 
Chester,  flora  Seotla 

July  14,  1928 

My  dear  Or.  Beach: 

Th.i  enclosed  ran  forwarded  to  n»  here  whore  I am  spending 
my  vacation. 

I am  very  glad  to  sign  the  statement,  which  I am  enclosing 
(signed)  In  this  letter. 

Very  truly  yours, 

/ J.  M.  T.  Finney" 


And  the  following  from  Dr.  Patton: 

"Bermuda,  July  28,  1938 

Dear  Or.  BeaCh: 

I herewith  enclose  the  statement  you  sent  me  as  the 
aerdber  of  the  Faculty  (see  Faculty  list  In  Catalogue)  with  my 
signature.  I doubt  my  right  to  sign  and  shall  not  he  offended 
if  the  Faculty  oliallenge  It.  If  however  they  so  regard  ms,  I 
very  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request. 

Tho  statement  to  be  signed  as  a Director  I have  somehow 
mlslayed,  but  I sign  It  very  cheerfully  or  rather  authorise  you 
to  affix  my  signature. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Francis  L.  Patton" 

(Dr.  Patton  subsequently  found  the  paper  and  returned  it  to  the 
Secretary  with  his  signature. 

3.  *.  B.  ) 

under  date  of  July  16th  Dr.  Patton  wrote  the  Secretary 
a more  lengthy  letter  a copy  of  which  the  Secretary  sent  to 
Dr.  Mo£wan,a  personal,  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Patton.  As  the  letter 


6. 


Is  evidently  intended  to  be  oersonal  and  confidential,  the  fiooretaTy 
does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  any  further  publicity  to  it  without 
the  consent  of  the  writer. 


Hr.  J.  Williston  Smith,  elected  to  the  Board  last  Bay  to 
succeed  Mr.  Hinnan,  resigned,  stated  to  the  Secretary  at  the  olose 
of  the  e©  ting  June  30  that  he  would  not  sign  the  formula  for. the 
reason  that  he  had  Just  become  a member  of  the  Board  and  had  no 
connection  with  the  past.  He  expressed  himself  as  pleased  with  the 
action  of  the  Board. 


Secondly,  as  to  the  Faculty, 


formula,  viz.. 


Loetecher 

Vos 

Smith 

Patton. 


Four  members  have  signed  the 

V 


v \ 

\ ■' 


The  following  letters  have  been  received  from  members  of 
the  Faculty: 

Or.  Vos  writes  as  follows: 

“Roaring  3ranok,  Lycoming  Co. ,Pa. 

July  13,  1928 

Sy  dear  Dr.  Beach: 

I herewith  return  to  you  (signed)  the  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  nireotors.  In  signing  it  I took  into  consideration,  that 
the  phrasing  of  the  statement  had  to  be  S'more  or  loss  indefinite 
one,'  in  order  to  make  it  suitable  for  every  part  and  angle  of  what 
has  grown  to  be  a complicated  case.  My  difficulty  (for  I admit  there 
was  a little)  was  not  so  much  a personal,  but  rather  a conscientious 
one.  I an  quite  willing  to  confess  ray  faults  and  mistakes  and  sins, 
for  I should  have  told  myself  from  the  beginning  that  it  would  be 
difficult  for  me  to  live  through,  and  take  part,  in  such  a long- 
drawn  out  disagreement  without  falling  into  many  things  my  oon3Cleno« 
would  in  calmer  moments  tell  me  were  wrong.  But  after  all  such 
natters  are  to  be  settled  between  Cod  and  the  oonsolence  first,  and 
it  is  surely  in  that  relationship  that  the  existence  and  nature  and 
extent  of  the  wrong  should  be  brought  to  clearness,  and  repentanoe 
with  exnxesslon  of  regret  to  our  fellows  be  put  Into  effect.  It 
would  be  quite  inconceivable  that  regret  and  retraotion  ini  the 
technioally-religl  us  sense  should  ever  be  placed  on  the  basis  of 
what  has  seemed  to  others  to  be  the  wrong  in  us.  T la  does  not  alter 
the  fact  that  perhaps,  (materially  considered)  the  thin  s to  be  re- 
pented of  or  regretted  or  apologies  made  for  might  to  a large  extent 
coincide  with  the  feeling  of  injury  caused  by  them  in  others;  only 
a true  Christian  repentance  can  oover  only  what  conscience  bears 


to  understand,  however,  that  I al§“  t^.j2£^l,other,,l8e  “ 

antmo.  I do  not  practice  any  mental  reservations. 

The  statements  of  youra  accompanying  the  resolution  have 

coMitenS?  ISS"  ”th«  -.tw^Stlo «*.  n*  I » 

to  you  personally  for  these. 

vnr  the  rest  the  Directors  and  my  colleagues  will.  I oa® 
_n„orfSa  me  most  peacefully  Inclined,  forgivingly  disposed, 
Sn!ad?\»  S'what  I can  to  rondor  the  present  action  successful. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Oeerhardus  Vos.* 

Dr.  Armstrong  has  written  as  follows: 

•Orillia,  Ont.,  Canada 
July  18,  1928 

Dear  Dr.  Beach: 

I have  your  letter  transmitting  the  action  of  ths Board 
of  Directors  relative  to  the  members  of  the  Faculty  which  was 
taken  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  on  June  «0th. 

The  matter  thus  brought  to  my  attention  seems  to  me  to 
require  careful  consideration. 

I shall,  therefore,  for  the  present,  siraolv  “STlJgJ 

M2  LSSOT 

Board  in  October.  fours  very  truly. 


W.  B.  Armstrong.  • 


ReT.  Sylvester  !•  Beach,  D#D* 

3ecretary  Board  of  Director# 
prlnoeton  Theological  Gemlnaxy. 

The  following  from  Dr*  Alll®: 


'The  Princeton  Theological  Review 
Princeton,  H#J* 

July  13  f 1928 


Rev.  Sylvester  W.  Beach,  D.D.f 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

of  rrlnoeton  Theological  Seminary, 

princoton,  H.J. 


Dear  Dr.  Beach: 


8 


Tout  letter  conveying  to  me  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  with  regard  to  the  "statement"  whloh  the  Faculty  are  re- 
quested to  sign  was  duly  received.  I have  road  it  with  care  and 
will  write  to  you  later  with  regard  to  It.  In  the  meantime  I am 
writing  this  letter  to  tell  you  that  your  letter  reaohed  me  safely 
and  to  thank  you  for  It. 

31ncerely  yours, 

Oswald  T.  Allis." 

The  following  from  Mr.  F.  D»  Jenkins: 

"F.  D.  Jenkins 
Princeton,  B.J. 

July  5,  1938 


Rev.  Sylvester  ft.  Deach, 

Princeton, 

Hew  Jersey. 

My  dear  sir: 

I hereby  acknowledge  the  reoelpt  of  the  communication  sent 
to  the  faculty  from  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Tours  respeotfully, 

F.  D.  Jenkins." 

And  the  following  from  Dr.  Greene: 


Sylvester  ft.  Peach,  Q.P. , 
Secretary 


Dear  Dr.  Beach: 


I have  received  the 
of  Directors  is  asking  each  me 
thank  you  for  It. 


>y  of  the  statement  which  the  Board 
>er  of  the  Faculty  to  sign  and  I 

Slnoerely  yours, 


W.  Bren ton  Greens,  Jr." 


And  the  following  from  Dr.  Erdaan: 


9 


"The  Theologlosl  Seminary 
Princeton,  R.J. 


September  7,  1928 


The  Tver.  Sylvester  W.  Reach,  D.D., 

Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Princeton  Theological  seminary, 

Princeton,  fi.J. 

By  dear  Dr,  Beaoh:- 

In  reference  to  your  letter,  written  me  at  the  request  of 
the  Directors,  It  is  a pleasure  to  assure  you  that  1 shall  continue 
to  seek  for  "peace  and  harmony  and  concord  In  the  work  of  the  'coinary.* 

ab  to  the  particular  paragraph  you  ask  me  to  sign,  relative 
to  the  withdrawal  of  statements  which  may  have  been  made,  allow  me  to 
aay  that,  while  I approve  heartily  of  Its  purpose.  It  lc  In  my  Judgment 
at  onoe  too  restricted  and  too  Indefinite  to  secure  the  deolr  d and. 


.oh  member  of  the  Faculty  should  be  requested  to  exoreoa 
confidence  in  tho  sincerity  and  real  of  his  colleagues  as  teachers 
and  defenders  of  the  Christian  faith. 

The  Faculty  has  been  needlessly  divided  by  unfounded  sus- 
picion In  tills  regard.  Such  suspicion  still  exists.  This  Is 
evidenced  by  the  oharges  against  members  of  the  Faculty  published 
within  the  year  by  professor  Uacben  and  Professor  illson. 

According  to  these  and  other  widely  circulated  statements, 
the  trouble  at  Prince to#  la  related  to  doctrine.  According  to  the 
report  of  tho  Princeton  Committee  adopted  by  the  (General  Assembly, 
the  trouble  Is  not  doctrinal  but  personal  and  administrative.  I reel 
constrained  to  stand  by  the  action  of  the  Assembly. 

nevertheless,  as  the  Directors  believe  that  It  will  sake  for 
peace,  1 shall  be  willing  to  sign  the  proposed  paper  on  fulfillment  of 
the  following  conditions: 

First.  That  the  oharges  to  whioh  reference  has  been  made  be 
withdrawn,  as  requested  by  the  Directors. 

Second.  That  every  member  of  the  Faculty  will  affirm  of  all 
the  other  members  that  he  trusts  not  only  their  loyalty  to  our  Presby- 
terian Standards,  but  also  their  deeire  nftd  determination  to  -aintaln 
the  historic,  conservative,  doctrinal  position  of  Princeton  ioninary. 

Third.  That  every  member  of  the  Faculty  will  pledge  his 
personal  support  to  the  Missionary  Boards  and  other  Agencies  of  our 
Church. 

These  conditions  are  designed  to  secure  such  loyalty  to  one 
another  and  to  the  Church  as  will  promise  for  the  Seminary  that  peaoe 
and  welfare  which,  within  the  limits  of  my  power,  I hereby  pledge  myself 


to  promote. 


Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  R.  Erdman.* 
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And  the  following  from  President  Stevenson: 

The  Theological  Seminary 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 

September  6t  1928. 


My  dear  Dr*  Beach 

In  reply  to  the  communication  sent  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
through  you  as  Secretary,  let  me  say  that  I am  in  wholehearted  accord 
with  the  endeavor  "to  remove  causes  of  offense  and  to  begin  a new  era 
of  peaoe  and  harmony  in  our  common  work*"  With  this  end  in  view  I note 
that  the  statement  to  which  Directors  and  Faculty  members  are  requested 
to  affix  their  signature  is  a move  in  the  right  direction. 

I am  willing  by  my  signature  to  further  this  move,  provided 
the  necessary  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  adjustment  of  "differences" 
which  the  Directors  are  under  the  mandate  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
effeot. 


As  I understand  the  situation  in  the  Seminary,  further  neces- 
sary steps  to  "maintain  peace  and  harmony  and  concord  in  our  personal 
and  offioial  relations  in  the  work  of  the  Seminary"  are  the  following: 

1.  Approval  of  the  Report  of  the  Commission  of  1925  regarding 
the  present  spiritual  condition  of  our  Churoh,  the  causes  of  unrest,  and 
the  conditions  necessary  to  the  purity,  peace,  unity  and  progress  of  the 
Church,  as  adopted  by  the  Assemblies  of  1926  and  1927* 

2.  Loyal  support  of  the  Assembly^  Boards  and  Agencies,  par- 
ticularly those  with  which  Directors,  Trustees  and  Faculty  members  are 
officially  connected,  and  for  the  service  of  which  The  Seminary  is  to 
train  a ministry  that  will  be  sympathetic  and  cooperative* 

3.  Endorsement  of  the  enterprises  of  the  Presbyterian  Churoh 
as  approved  by  the  General  Assembly,  including  the  evangelistic,  mis- 
sionary and  educational  work  of  our  Church  at  home  and  abroad,  and  the 
program  of  unite  service  to  which  the  Presbyterian  Church  has  been  com- 
mitted by  the  instructions  of  the  General  Assembly  to  its  Department  of 
Church  Cooperation  and  Union* 

4*  Recognition  of  the  loyalty  of  every  Director  and  of  every 
member  of  the  Faculty  to  the  vows  of  allegiance  and  service  enjoined  by 
the  Assembly^  plan  for  the  Seminary  according  to  which  everyone  official 
ly  connected  with  the  institution  stand  on  the  same  doctrinal  platform  - 
so  that  the  line  of  division  which  has  been  drawn  in  the  Faculty,  in  the 
Board  of  Directors,  and  as  a consequence  in  the  student  body  and  Alumni 
shall  be  obliterated. 


5.  Compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Special  Committee 
approved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  1927  for  the  establishment  of  a 
single  Board  of  Control. 
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Dr.  Robert  Dick  Wilson  returned  the  formula  to  the  Secretary 


without  his  signature.  He  afterwards  stated  to  the  Secretary  that 
he  intended  to  return  the  formula  signed  but  by  an  inadvertence  had 
failed  to  do  so. 


Other  members  of  the  Faculty  have  given  formal  oral 


acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  formula,  but,  as  yet,  are  not 
prepared  to  sign  their  names. 


Dr.  Maitland  Alexander  in  sanding  the  Secretary  the  re- 


vised list  of  Committees,  enclosed  a letter  from  Dr.  Maohen  saying 
only:  "I  also  enclose  you  Dr.  Machen • s Letter." 

This  letter  of  Dr.  Machen  is  a reconsideration  of  his  formal  acceptance 
of  election  to  the  Chair  of  Apologetic*  and  an  expression  of  desire 
that  his  name  should  be  no  longer  considered.  The  Secretary  has  no 
authority  to  give  publicity  to  this  letter  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the 
Board  October  9 when  it  will  be  laid  before  the  Board. 


All  this  correspondence,  including  also  the  replies  of  the 


Secretary  are  filed  with  the  Board* s papers  which  are  always  open  to 
the  inspection  and  use  of  all  members. 


Cordially  and  faithfully  yours. 


Secretary 


p S.  The  Secretary  sent  notice  of  the  action  of  the  Board  June  20 
respecting  conference  with  a Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
both  Mr.  Synnott,  President  of  the  Board  and  Mr.  McDowell,  Secretary, 
and  have  received  courteous  acknowledgments  from  each. 


S.  W.  B 


J^e^YelSVtertan  Cfmrcf)  in  tfje  ZHmteb  States  of  America 

1 9 1928 


<J  i- 


pfcr.  SofcC 

* FvcniTiuF  Head 


OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 
IEV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


September  18,1928 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GBOPP  OF  SIX* 

Dear  Brethrent 

Your  secretary  has  just  received  from  your 

chairman,  under  date  of  September  17th,  the 

“form  of  Statement"  which  he  has  prepared  ior  submission 

to  the  members  of  the  Faculty. 

"We  the  und ersigned , Members  of  the  vacuity 
Board  of  Directors  of  Princeton  Theological 


and  of  the 

Seminary  do 


solemnly  state  that* 


"1.  We  freely  forgive,  as  we  hope  to  be 
forgiven,  my  of  our  brethren 

criticised,  or  wronged  us.  And  we  ask  i g 

of  any  whom  we  have  misunderstood,  or  criticised  or 
wronged. 

"2.  We  promise  to  refrain  in  the  future 
from  public  criticism  of  our  fallow  members  of  the  j-aculty 
rf?io«  of  the  trnrttxutioa  which  wo  love  and 


or  of 
serve. ' 


officer 


l 


• - w-3. 


”3,  We  desire  to  live  in  peace  and  brotherly 
love,  and  we  are  ready  in  honesty  and  sincerity  to  strive 
so  to  do." 

Dr.  Me Ewan  * a letter  states  "My  wish  and  I 
think  my  understanding  is  that  the  .lembers  o 
Should  feel  the  fullest  liberty  in  amending  or  ch®"flne 
this  statement,  ana  that  when  we  meet  again  ^eetatement 
with  whatever  amendments  may  be  agreed  upon  will  become 
the  proposition  of  the  Croup." 

Please  be  so  kind,  therefore,  that  we  may 
have  as  much  time  as  possible  for  other  > attar,  when  we 
assemble  at  Princeton  on  Thursday  September  27th,  a* 

10{15  A.  M.  to  forward  directly  to  hr.  KcEwan  any 
ments  you  would  propose  to  this  "Form  of  Statement"  as 

forwarded  by  him. 

Y our 8 sincerely, 

Jw  ■ * f 


SecretA** 
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THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
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September  19,  1928. 

> ' ECE  f V !BD 

3EP  2 0 1928 

/ ' > ..  OpVV 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Mew  York,  N .Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I am  returning  the  letters 
which  you  allowed  me  to  take  with  me  last 
week. 


I am  writing  to  Dr.  Pieters 
asking  for  further  information  with  regard 
to  Mr.  J.  H.  Meengs  whom  he  recommends. 

I think  it  worth  our  while  to  keep  in 
touch  with  these  promising  men,  but  I am 
wondering  whether  an  equal  enthusiasm  on 
the  part  of  some  Presbyterians  might  not 
bring  to  our  attention  young  men  of  equal 
promise  in  our  own  church. 

I feel  very  keenly  that  our 
church  in  its  ministry  and  its  membership 
is  losing  the  consciousness  of  its  own 
historical  testimony  to  the  faith  of  Christ. 

With  warm  friendship. 


Very  truly  yours. 


cauu^ 


WESTERN  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

"I  . - iii'28  OFTHE 

REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA 
HOLLAND.  MICHIGAN 

DOSKER-HULSyVlT  PROFESSOR 
OF  BIBLE  AND  MISSIONS 

September  3rd,  1928. 

Br.  R.E. Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave.,  Mew  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer:-  . . , ... 

Your  letter  of  August  28th  has  come  to  hand,  with 

its  inquiry  concerning  the  Rev.  Winfield  Burggraaf. 

Mr.  Burggraaf  graduated  from  our  seminary  in 
1925,  and  received  a fellowship  for  post-graduate  stu^» 
with  which  he  went  to  Amsterdam.  Also  pursued  some  studies 
in  Scotland  I believe.  He  comes  from  a ministerial  family, 
his  father  and  an  elder  brother  being  in  the  ministry  of  our 
church,  while  a younger  brother  is  now  in  our  seminary. 

Before  going  abroad,  he  was  ordained  a minister,  upon  a call 
by  the  Fourth  Keformed  Church,  but  that  church  is  not  a 8 
one  and  has  a pastor,  so  that  thisfras  merely  in  order  to 
give  him,  in  the  churches  of  the  Netherlands,  the  status 
of  an  ordained  clergyman. 

I was  not  connected  with  the  semihary  faculty 
while  he  was  in  the  seminary,  except  as  lecturer  on  Uissions. 

He  attended  my  lectures  , but  I have  no  4i^e°^ 

his  academic  work  beyond  that.  He  is  a , + h0  Neth- 

traordinary  gifts  as  a pulpit  orator,  and  while  in  the  «etn 
erlands  won,Sif  it  am  rightly  informed,  a great  reputation  in 

that  capacity. 

While  in  the  seminary,  to  judge  from  my  °wa  J^anch 
and  from  what  others  have  told  me,  he  was  not  a. 
depending  more  upon  his  naturally  quick  mind  and  retentive 
memory  than  upod  habits  of  hard  study  or  thorough  scholarship. 

Whether  he  has  learned  to  be  a scholar  in  the J^ble1  de gree 
do  not  know,  except  to  judge  from  the  very  honorable  degree 

the  University  bestowed  upon  him. 

So  far  asr,evangelical  fidelity  and  irenic 
spirit"  are  concerned,  I think  you  would  find  him  first-class. 

Having  now  replied  to  your  inquiry,  I wonder 
V.  t mnv  take  the  lib  erty  of  directing  y our  attention 

‘‘r.Tit  rithYhe  d^pS?  IntSe.t,  and  ,1th  prof oand  admira- 
tion for  the  painstaking  echolarehip  it  diaplape  - ^ 

formation  with  regard  to  him  can,  of  cou  , 

thp  -PfifMiltv  of  Hartford.  This  man  would  seem  to  me, 
l S i.  suitable  for  an  in.truetorshlp  In  a se«- 
inaryt'than  B^ggraaf , and  i do  not  feel  that  I am  dome  the 


latter  any  Injury  in  making  this  suggestion,  for  Burggraaf’s 
very  remarkable  talents  as  a public  speaker  indicate,  it 
seems  to  me,  very  plainly,  that  his  happiness  and  usefulness 
will  be  best  conserved  by  his  finding  a place  in  the  pul- 
pit rather  than  in  the  class-room.  If  you  know  of  any  churc 
that  desires  a young  ora n of  this  type,  ask  them  to  gi  ve 
Burggraaf  an  opportunity* 

Burggraaf's  theiis  is  in  print,  and  may  be  had 
from  our  Board  of  Publication.  That  of  Meengs  is  not  in  print, 
bu?  I could  secure  a typewritten  copy  of  it  for  your  perusal 
if  you  wish,  f think  a reading  of  these  two  documents  will 
go  far  to  Justify  a Judgment  asto  the  scholarly  possi- 
bilities of  the  two  men.  T| 


f 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Albertus  Pieters. 


P.S.  As  to  "evangelical  fidelity  and  irenic 
can  make  no  mistake  with  John  Benry  Meengs. 


spirit",  you 


3 . 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 


REV.  WM.  I.  CHAMBERLAIN.  PH  D. 

CORRESPONDING  SECRERARY 

F.  M.  POTTER.  L.HJ3^  - - - . 

AS^OCIAYe  SBOReTARY 

REV.  WILLIAM  J.  VAN  KERSEN.  D.D. 

District  secretary 


REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA 

25  East  22nd  Street 
New  York 


REV.  HENRY  E.  COBB.  D.D. 


PRESIDENT 


REV.  T.  H.  MACKENZIE.  D.D. 

CHAIRMAN  EXEC.  COMM. 

P.  M.  POTTER.  L.H.D. 

TREASURER 


3TT°G”-'  1928 
Mr.  Speer  qJ 


Cable  address:  synodical,  new  Vork 


TELEPHONE: ASHLAND  15SS 


September  4,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

toy  dear  Robert: 

on  nv  return  to  ew  York  this  week  1 find  your 
letter  of  enquiry  of  August  28  which  Dr.  Potter  has  acknow- 
ledged with  comments.  I do  not  happen  to  know  anything^ 
personally  of  Dr.  Jiurggraaff  and  can  therefore  add  nothing 
to  the  information  thlt  you  have  received  from  Dr.  Potter. 

I find  nvself  in  agreement  also  with  his  judgment 
that  in  view  of  Dr.  surggrauff's  long  educational  environ- 
ment  at  Hope  Solle.re,  Michigan,  during  bis  academic  and 
Divinity  studies,  following  probably  upon  a similarly  some- 
what circumscribed  environment  in  his  early  life,  he  would 
probably  be  better  equipped  for  the  important  position  o 
a teacher  in  a Seminary  on  the  basis,  not  only,  o±  a ■ 
actual  experience  as  a pastor,  but  of  broader  contacts 
in  America  which  even  his  three  years  in  Amsterdam  in  a 
somewhat  similar  environment  would  not  sup  ly  >• 

I hope  that  your  postponed  summer  recess  has 
been  a period  of  rich  refreshment  to  you. 


Very 


rctionately  yours, 

f) \C0oPSQai2cj2p- ‘ 


.lease  note  that 


; v . -air j jraaf f 1 s year  of  graduation 


from  th^Western^Theo logical  \ . ^ | J J5’ 

and  not  1929  as  stated  in  Dr.  Potter's  letter  thrc  - a 

typographical  error* 


REV.  HENRY  E.  COBB.  D.D. 


REV.  WM.  I.  CHAMBERLAIN.  PH.D. 

CORREBPONDINta  SECRERARY 

F.  M.  POTTER.  L.H.D. 

i ASSOCIATE  SECRETARY 

REV.  WILLIAM  J.  VAN  KERSEN.  D.D. 

DISTRICT  SECRETARY 
HOLLAND.  MICH. 


The  board  of  Foreign  Missions 

REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  AMERICA 

25  East  22nd  Street 
New  York 


PRESIDENT 

REV.  T.  H.  MACKENZIE.  D.D. 

Chairman  Exec.  Comm. 

F.  M.  POTTER,  L.H.D. 

TREASURER 


Cable  address:  synodical,  new  York 


TELEPHONE:  ASHLAND  1B05 
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August  30,  1928 


\ 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  C ity. 

Uy  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  addressed  to 
Dr.  Chamber la in , has  been  received  in  his  absence.  I 
shall  see  that  it  is  brought  to  his  attention  when  he 
returns  to  the  office  next  Tuesday.  Thinking,  however, 
that  you  might  be  anxious  to  secure  information  con- 
cerning Dr.  Burggraaff  as  soon  as  possible,  I nave 
ventured  to  make  certain  inquiries,  the  result  oi 
which  I shall  pass  on  to  you  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Dr.  Burggraaff  graduated  from  Hope  College, 
rich lean,  1921iand  from  our  Western  Theological  Semi- 
r-  -nar\TTYr~1^28..  He  made  a high  record  at  the  Seminary 
and  was  particularly  successful  as  a public  speaker. 

For  the  past  three  years  he  has  been  studying  at  the 
Free  University  of  Amsterdam,  spending  some  time,  as 
you  point  out,  in  the  new  Church  College  in  Edinburgh. 

Dr.  Burggraaff  appears  to  be  possessed  of 
« rather  strong,  energetic  personality.  He  is  evidently 
a student.  He  has  already  made  inquiries  at  headquarters 
concerning  vacant  churches  and  is  hoping  to  secure  a co 
try  church  where  he  may  have  opportunity  for  furtner  st . c y. 
He  is  without  experience  in  teaching,  so  far  as  I know, 
and, not  being  familiar  with  courses  pursued  on  the  con- 
tinent,  I do  not  know  for  what  particular  position  ne 
would  be  best  qualified.  1 understand  that  he  is  sturdily 
conservative  in  his  views. 

It  may  he  that  Dr.  Burggraaff  would  fit  splendidly 
into  a position  in  Princeton,  as  you  suggest.  Being  young 
and  presumptious,  however,  I am  wondering  whether  as  you 
look  over  his  record  you  will  have  a feeling  son. ./ 
my  own,  that  after  all  these  years  of  immersion  m studies. 


Dr  Speer 
August  30,  1928 


2 


so  far  as  Dr.  Burggraaff  himself  is  concerned,  his  best 
ex  .erience  would  now  be  gained  in  the  practical  work  of 
the  ministry;  some  such  position  as  this  being,  perhaps, 
considered  later  after  he  has  complemented  his  studies 
by  contact  with  the  deepening  experiences  of  the  Pa  tor. 


Yours  sincerely 


P!5P/0 


qSmjSUI  S. 


®t) t ^resbpterian  Cburcb  tn  tf je  tHniteb  states  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


l.sp  tester 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


to  ~ ix.. 

Dear  Brethren! 

la  eaoordaaae  with  your  request  I have  had 
copies  Taade  of  th©  late  iftBfiiBf *8  opialoa  3%.- port 

Concerning  the  Powers  of  the  Board  of  -Trustees  of  Pri ase- 
te»  fheo logical  Seminary."  Bnelesed  you  will  find  a copy 
reproduced  from  what  v>as  furnished  no  hy  President 
v/urfi  eld  • 

With  kind  regard* , believe  mo 

Tours  sincerely, 

5f — 

LewisS#  Mudge 

Cr dun  secretary 


EDWARD  L.  KATZENBACH 
COUNSELLOR  AT  LAW 

ISS2  TRENTON  TRUST  BUISJDSNO 

ASSOCIATES  TRENTON,  NEW  JERSEY 


SEOR3E  SiLDEA 

william  v.  lee  21  September  1928# 

HORACE  U.  FARLEE 
LOUIS  RUDNER 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

"Rockledge" , 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Friend: 

It  would  be  a pleasure  to  see  you 
and  Dr.  Mudge,  if  he  should  desire  to  accompany  you, 
at  the  office  at  the  above  address  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, September  26th.  I could  make  it  at  4:00  o* clock 
in  the  afternoon,  if  that  would  suit  your  convenience. 

I would  make  it  earlier,  except  for  previous  engagements 
on  that  date,  and  I would  come  to  your  office  instead  of 
asking  you  to  come  to  mine,  if  it  were  possible.  I trust 
however,  that  the  time  and  place  will  not  be  too  incon- 
venient for  you.  I think  better  progress  would  be  made 
in  connection  with  the  matter  if  I should  talk  with  you 
two  gentlemen  alone. 

Looking  forward  with  pleasurable  antici- 
pation to  your  visit,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


f « • 


JSiaAg  S - 


®jje  Ikestopterian  Cfjurcf)  in  tijc  Uniteb  States!  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 
Stated  Clerk 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


September  21 >1926 


SLAB  oy  E20CK  I . . ?13  ii::.  L;-  ■ ■■';  -1-  ' ir»  IMP 

cnr^^TT~'TTTiX.  3;..;rT  :.TTT: 


\JS  L n - . Ui'VW;"  g.  a.  i yj 

xtutiV I-saVKETh*  IQs  m A • 3 < 


2*  The  agreement  to  f ergot  and  forgive  as  prepared 
■by  Sr*  Sr*  Mo«ean  (with  possibly  minor  amenta i$nts ) to  be 
signed  by  the  Sir  eotore  and  Vacuity* 

12*  Acceptance  of  the  Charter  and  Plan  as  contained 
in  the  Hepert  of  the  Committee  of  hlevsn9  to  the  19 ZB 
General  Assembly*  with  the  amendments  recently  itt 5m it 1 3d 
to  the  Group  for  its  oonoideration  by  hr*  Mud.  *f  and  any 
other*  upon  which  the  Group  may  ultimately  agree* 

III*  If  the  Board  of  trustees  agrees  to  "IX>1  them 

A.  An  agreement  to  occurs  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  the  removal  from  the  table  of  the4  resolution 
now  pending  requesting  the  resignation  of  Sr*  tovenson 
and  upon  said  renovfl  the  expunging  of  the  resolution 
frora  the  Minutes  of  the  Directors* 


B«  The  postponement  of  elections  to 
in  the  Faculty* 


vacant  Chairs 


C • An  agreement  that  the  resignation  of  the 
officers  of  the  Pi  rectors  and  of  the  Trustees  and  of  *he 
officers  and  n embers  of  t h l Faculty  including  instructors* 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  thi?  new  Board  if  and  when 
organised* 


heapectfully  submitted* 
Lewis  S*  Mudge 


John  B*  Laird 


{ Committee) 


c '?  i cJa&z J vKV- ) 

^Jx^.  A . (y^&4vJ~  £■  \AL***'. 


{J) 


(/?  wstslsA 


J 


O'  <5L"  , 

^-'T-T-'i - c^>L^'  £&  Ak-tt-Z  ' CZ<^r 

o^L  C^UX^O-  <J*r4U  — 

cM^r  ^ 

f~/  - T7 


r 

t_ 


P^X-  t^sC^S  C^v  // 


A. 


^hs^€nsr7~  {rTL^  c^~(l 

>p7  'TT'^  ^xr  &- 

f/l^^>  ifc-t ^ ^7  /7^ 

C^A. 

'^lJL  ^ 
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Qttyt  ^restjpterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  ttje  states!  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


October  2,  1928. 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


1— — « — I ■ — 

— cr^2T 


l...  . s- 

f*.  ' 

g?0  THE  MEMBERS  OF  TOE  GROUP  OF  SIX» 

Dear  Brethren* 

Enclosed  please  find  the  record  made  by  your  Secretary 
of  Conference  #4.  To  save  as  much  time  as  possible  for 
important  matters  at  our  Conference  appointed  for  Tuesday , 
October  9,  at  9*15  A.M.  , will  you  be  good  enough  to  transmit 
in  writing  to  me  any  corrections  you  wish  made  in  said  record* 

I am  enclosing  herewith  also  a tentative  draft  of  the 
report  of  the  Group  of  Six  to  the  Board  of  Directors*  .‘/ith 
reference  to  this  tentative  report,  please  note- 


1,  That  i 
a rather  full  r 
that  the  Board 
concerning  the 
and  endeavors* 
made  too  brief 
Board  with  refe 
attempted  to  do 


t has  seemed  well  to  your  Secretary  to  give 
esume  of  our  Conferences.  This  he  has  done 
of  Directors  may  have  first-hand  information 
character  and  extent  of  our  investigations. 

Your  Secretary  fears  that  if  this  resume  is 
a proper  impression  will  not  be  made  upon  the 
rence  to  the  thoroughness  with  which  we  have 
the  work  assigned  us* 


2.  Promptly  at  9 o'clock  on  Friday  morning,  September 
28th  your  Secretary  established  telephone  conversation  v/ith 
the  private  law  office  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Katzenbach.  He  was 
fortunate  to  be  able  to  talk  with  Mr.  Louis  Rudner,  Mr.  Katzen- 
bach's  associate,  who  had  conducted  for  Mr.  Katzenbach  the 
detailed  stxidy  of  the  Charter  problems  which  we  face.  Mr. 
Rudner  promised  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Katzenbach  that  a draft  of 

a proposed  legislative  act  and  of  an  amended  Charter  would  be 
in  my  hands  by  Friday  next.  These  will  be  forwarded  to  each 
of  you,  if  possible,  so  as  to  reach  you  by  Monday. 

3.  Please  be  so  kind  as  to  criticize  unsparingly  the 
enclosed  tentative  report  and  forward  to  your  Secretary  in 
writing  your  criticisms  at  the  earliest  possible  hour. 


With  every  good  wish. 


Yours  sincerely, 

X ^ 

Lewis  S.  Mud ge 
Group  Secretary. 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON.  NEW  JERSEY 


PRESIDENT'S  ROOM 


-2- 


of  Control  and  on  the  principle  that  every  professor  must  he  recognized 
as  being  in  good  and  regular  standing,  insist  that  in  the  Faculty  there 
must  be  confidence , spiritual  fellowship  and  loyal  cooperation,  the  de- 
sired end  would  be  secured  at  once.  Dr.  Thompson's  Committee  after 
conference  with  the  Faculty,  Directors  and  Trustees  came  to  this  ooa- 
clusion,  and  the  General  Assembly  adopted  their  report.  The  Committee 
of  Eleven  as  a result  of  its  study  has  come  to  the  same  cmviotion.  It 
is  a self-evident  proposition  - there  cannot  be  a united  Faculty  under  a 
divided  Board  or  divided  Boards  of  control. 

However,  as  you  are  certainly  aware,  I am  sympathetic  with 
and  responsive  to  each  and  every  endeavor  to  bring  about  peace,  although, 
as  you  can  well  understand,  by  the  action  of  the  Board  at  its  meet ir^  on 
June  20th  I have  been  placed  in  a very  anomalous  position  so  that  I must 
look  to  men  like  yourself  to  clear  up  an  unbearable  situation. 

Gratefully  f ed^smteJ.yLyours , 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D,I). , LL*3)#, 


New  York  City. 


Tho  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

Received  at  BAR  I A R B C ; H Mr  328  SEP  g PM  9 48 

RZ175  28  NL=BUCKH I LLFALLS  PENN  6 

DR  R E SPEER= 

CARE  MRS  JOHN  S KENNEDY  BARHARBOP,  ME= 

OUR  CHAIRMAN  DIRECTS  THE  CALLING  OF  A MEETING  OF  OUR 
GROUP  FOR  FRIDAY  MORNING  SEPTEMBER  FOURTEENTH  AT  ELEVEN 
FIFTEEN  DAYLIGHT  TIME  AT  MY  OFFICE  IN  THE  WITHERSPOON 
BU I LD I NG= 

LEWIS  MUDGE. 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


ibciAhq  R . Cb*cUcL 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON,  N . J. 


September  6,  1928. 


Dear  Robert:- 

You  may  be  sure  I appreciate  the  spirit  and  intention  of  your 
letter  addressed  to  Ross  Stevenson  and  myself.  We  will^ certainly  do  al 
in  our  power  to  "effect  a reconciliation  in  the  Faculty  . However,  in 
view  of  all  that  we  have  done  and  endured  for  ten  years,  the  request  of 
the  Directors  seems  to  me  rather  pathetic. 

Surely  Ross  has  acted  according  to  Matthew  18:15,  and  I have  at 
least  tried  to  do  the  same. 

The  difficulties  in  the  Faculty  are  not  quite  of  kind  that 
your  letter  intimates,  nor  exactly  such  as  our  Saviour  had  in  view  (Matt. 

18: 15) • We  are  troubled  by  hallucinations  and  obsessions^ as  to  false 
doctrines  and  ,TModernism,t . 

For  instance,  some  months  ago  when  a meeting  for  prayer  was 
proposed,  a member  of  the  Faculty  declared  that  he  could  not  pray  with  a 

man  of  my  character* 

Of  course  I followed  the  precept  of  Matt.  18s 15  and  saw  him 
alone.  He  assured  me  that  I was  "not  true  to  our  Lord",  his  one  proof 
and  charge  being  that  when  Moderator  of  the  Assembly  I had  failed  to 
Henrv  Sloane Coffin  from  the  Board  of  National  missions^  As^I 
was  no  ionger~Mofl.e ra tor^  reconciliation  was  declared  impossible  - although 
I confessed  a long  line  of  other  sins  and  was  as  humble  as  a Quaker. 

But  you,  dear  Robert,  were  declared  to  be  equally  guilty,  in  £act 
you  are  "the  moITdangerous  and  injurious  man  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  . 

You  have  long  known  the  attitude  of  Maohen  toward  you,  of  his 
protests  against  your  speaking  in  the  Seminary,  and  his  condemnation  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  on  the  ground  of  your 
Have  you  ever  talked  with  Maohen?  I believe  it  would  be 
If  y0u  and  Maohen  could  reconcile  your  differences  the  greatest  help  would 
be  given  to  us  all.  We  could  find  the  way  out. 

Ross  and  I will  be  glad  to  help  at  any  time.  However,  I be- 
lieve we  could  accomplish  more  after  the  Board  of  Directors  has  taken 
action. 

1 suppose  they  will  consider,  at  their  next  meeting,  Maohen* s 
"Attack  on  Princeton  Seminary",  and  Wilson's  article,  and  the  publications 
of  Robinson  and  Frank  Stevenson. 

These  sum  up  pretty  well  the  differences  which  Ross  and  I will 
have  to  take  up  with  the  members  of  the  Faculty.  On  the  charges  wh  c 
Slse  articles  contain  the  Directors  will  need  to  take  immediate  action. 

The  whole  question  turns  upon  a matter  of  fact  - Is  there  doctrinal 
unSoundness  in  Princeton.  Macartney  publicly  states  that  the  whole  trou  le 
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at  Princeton  is  doctrinal.  Ten  thousand  ministers  and  elders  have 
signed  a statement  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Virgin  Birth,  the  Resurrec- 
tion and  the  Deity  of  Christ  are  in  danger.  Wherever  I go  1 am  regarded 
as  one  who  has  called  these  doctrines  into  question,  Machen  asserts,  in 
the  New  York  Times,  that  "it  is  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  church 
to  deny  that  the  trouble  in  Princeton  is  doctrinal." 


When  the  Directors  have  acted  upon  the  statements  of  Machen  and 
Macartney  and  Frank  Stevenson^Robert  Dick  Wilson,  then  Stevenson  and  I 


will  be  in  a position  to  approach  the  members  of  the  Faculty.  Nothing 
else  separates  us.  Machen  and  his  colleagues  have  drawn  through  the 
Faculty  an  imaginary  line,  dividing  themselves  from  us  who  are  unworthy 
to  be  trusted  in  any  matters  involving  loyalty  to  Christian  truth.  The 


division  is  still  held  by  them.  It  is  wholly  of  their  own  making. 
When  the  Directors  have  dispelled  this 


peace  in  the  Faculty.  You  will  surely  urge  immediate  action. 

I shall  hope  to  see  you  in  a few  days  for  a conference  on  these 
important  matters. 


Yours  affectionately, 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D* , LL.D. , 
New  York  City. 


October  4,  1928 


Rev*  Lewis  3*  Uudge,  D.’-'*, 

514  ithcrspoon  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

My  dear  Lews 

I had  hoped  to  see  you  for  a few  minutos  this  morning 
before  the  mooting  of  til©  Committee  on  the  Directory  Oi 
Worship,  but  I can  just  as  well  jot  down  the  few  points  on 
which  I wish  to  speak  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the 
last  meeting  of  our  Croup  at  Princeton  and  your  draft  of 
the  Report  ttf  the  Board  of  Directors* 

First,  with  reference  to  the  report  of  our  Croup  meeting: 

1.  X do  think  it  would  be  well  to  change  the  language 
in  the  paragraph  on  the  first  page  in  which  I report  Dr* 

Erdnan’s  letter,  omitting  the  last  clause  and  substituting 
for  it  the  following  f,but  had  failed  because  of  the  distrust 
wholly  unwarranted  in  Dr.  Erdmanfs  view  of  some  members  of 
the  Faculty  in  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  some  of  their 
asso  ciates • w 

E.  On  Sheet  11,  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph,  would 
it  not  be  well  to  substitute  some  other  phrase  for  7ta  form 
of  words " • Would  not  some  such  phrase  as  "a  harmonious 
unified  and  trustful  statement"  be  better? 

3*  On  sheet  12,  would  it  not  be  better  to  substitute 
for  "changed  atmosphere"  in  the  fifth  paragraph  the  words 
"desire  for  harmony  and  agreement"  and  in  the  la3t  line  of 
this  paragraph  substitute  the  phrase  "one  chief  root"  for 
the  "chief  root”** 

4.  On  She? t 11,  have  you  submitted  paragraph  3 to 
Mr.  Ed,  Katzenbach  or  Mr*  Rudner  for  their  approval.  .e  *4nt 
to  be  sure  that  we  represent  them  accuragely* 

5*  My  recollection  was  that  we  agreed  at  this  meeting 
to  recall  the  recommendation  of  our  previous  meeting  ..ith 
regard  to  the  immediate  nomination  of  professors  to  the 
vacant  posts  in  the  Faculty*  Ought  there  not  be  a record  of  this? 
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Secondly,  with  reference  to  the  propooed  report  to  the 
Board  of  Directors? 

x.  In  the  third  paragraph,  page  3,  at  the  end  you  say 
that  the  statement  prepared  by  the  3oard  of  Directors  for 
the  Faculty  was  not  entirely  3atiofac .orj  „o  any  f t 
members  of  the  Faculty.  This  may  be  true  but  1 
it  did  satisfy  one  or  two  of  them.  Would  i.  not  be  bet 
to  say  simply  "mas  not  satisfactory  to  the  members  of  .he 
Faculty” • Some  thought  that  it  went  too  far  in  what  asked 
and  others  thought  it  did  not  go  far  enough# 

2.  i'ould  it  not  be  well  to  report  very  fully  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  just  what  the  replies  of  the  Faculty, 
were,  or  at  least  to  be  ready  to  do  bo  as  the  Board  desires 

such  a fuller  report# 

3.  Ought  we  not  to  report  to  the  Board  our  reconsideration 
of  the  action  with  regard  to  the  nomination  of  professors  and 
our  view  that  it  should  go  oyer  for  the  present. 

a At  the  ton  of  page  5,  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph, 

I would  suggest  some  such  phrase  as  "harmonious  and  satisfactory 
statement"  instead  of  "form  of  words  • 

5 • Inasmuch  as  £ou  quote  in  this  Beport  the  five 
emphasized  by  Ur.  Katzenbach,  I would  renew  the  suggestion  made 
above  that  you  make  oure  we  represent  him  accurately  in  this. 

6.  I was  so  sorry  that  you  could  not  be  present  at 
the  luncheon  in  New  York  last  iionday  when  Dr * 

Dr.  Srman  asked  us  to  meet  with  them.  I was  there  ana  *• 

McDowell  and  Bmmons  were  also  present,  nothing  emerged  with 
which  you  are  not  already  familiar.  Their  chief  fears  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  union  of  the  Boards  seems  to  be  that 
thfs  might  not  deliver  us  from  the  difficulties  of  these  past 

few  years# 

flth  regard  to  the  proposed  Faculty  Statement  the  f«ar 
Of  Dr,  Stevenson  and  Dr.^rdman  -as  it  might  be  such  a minimum 
statement  as  mould  be  unsatisfactory  and  that  it  mould  misleading. 


~ «3** 


i)r.  "rduaan  felt  that  to  he  satisfactory  the  statement  should 
contain  the  idea  of  withdrawal  as  proposed  in  the  Board  of 
Directors  statement  of  June  20th,  the  idea  of  ±orgiyeneEB 
as  embodied  in  hr.  MoSwan’s  resolution  and  declaration  of 
mutual  trust  and  confidence.  I urged  Dr.Sraman  to  attempt 
to  Include  these  ideas  in  the  Faculty  Statement  and  X 
suggested  that  even  if  they  could  not  get  in  everything 
the  effort  should  he  made  to  secure  as  satisfactory  statement 
as  possible  and  it  would  he  open  to  thorn  to  supplement  this 
if  they  desired  hy  an  additional  statement,  indicating  what 
some  felt  should  ho  included  in  order  to  bring  about  harmony 
and  true  t • 

If  the  Faculty  Statement  should  not  include  any  affirmation 
of  trust  in  one  anothercr.&octr inal  loyalty  then  would  it  not 
be  well  for  us  to  introduce  such  a declaration  in  our 
recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  based  on  the 
action  of  the  Board  several  years  ago  fcn  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  of  Seven.  What  would  you  think  of  some  ouch 
statement  as  this- 

«$he  Board  of  Directors  herewith  ro-affirms  its 
declaration  of  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of  a 

Committee  of  the  Board  after  careful  investigation  of  the 
whole  situation  as  follows:  *1.  Your  Committee  has  found 
every  member  of  the  faculty  entirely  loyal  to  the  standards 
of  our  Church  and  to  the  pledge  required  by  the  Seminary. 

0?h  re  is  not  room  for  doubt  or  criticism  as  to  the  faith  or 
teaching  of  any  professor  or  instructor  in  the  .seminary** 

The  Board  of  Directors  herewith  declares  anew  its  confidence 
in  the  doctrinal  trustworthiness  of  both  the  Boards  of  the 
Deminary  and  of  the  Faculty  and  of  the  loyalty  of  their 
members  to  the  Plan  of  Government  in  the  traditional  fidelity 
of  the  Seminary  to  the  Church  and  its  doctrines* 

Perhaps  you  will  be  able  to  suggest  something  much  better 
than  this* 


Ever  affectionately  yours. 


October  4,  1938 


dev#  Lewis  S#  Uudge,  D.jy., 

514  >i  theropoon  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

My  dear  Lews 

I had  hoped  to  see  you  for  a few  minutes  this  morning 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the  Birectory  of 
Worship,  but  1 can  just  as  well  jot  down  the  few  point-  on 
which  I wish  to  speak  in  connection  with  the  report  of  the 
last  meeting  of  our  Group  at  Princeton  and  your  draft  of 
the  deport  to  the  Board  of  Directors* 

First,  with  reference  to  the  report  of  our  Group  meeting; 

1*  X do  think  it  would  be  well  to  change  the  language 
in  the  paragraph  on  the  first  page  in  which  l report  Dr* 

Erdnan* o letter,  omitting  the  last  clause  and  substituting 
for  it  the  following  "but  had  failed  because  of  the  distrust 
wholly  unwarranted  in  Dr.  Erdman's  view  of  some  members  of 
the  Vacuity  in  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  some  of  their 
associates *" 

Z.  On  Sheet  11,  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph,  would 
it  not  be  well  to  substitute  some  other  phrase  for  "a  form 
of  words'’.  Would  not  some  suah  phrase  as  "a  harmonious 
unified  and  trustful  statement”  be  better? 

3.  On  sheet  12.  would  it  not  bo  better  to  substitute 
for  "changed  atmosphere"  in  the  fifth  paragraph  the  words 
"desire  for  harmony  and  agreement"  and  in  the  last  line  of 
this  paragraph  substitute  the  phrase  "one  chief  root"  for 
the  "chief  root"" 

4#  On  Sheet  11,  you  submitted  paragraph  3 to 

ir.  Ed«  Kataenbach  or  lir.  liudnor  for  their  approval*  nano 

to  bo  sure  that  we  represent  them  accuragely • 

5,  My  recollection  was  that  we  Agreed  at  this  meeting 
to  reoall  the  recommendation  of  our  previous  mooting  with 
regard  to  the  immediate  nomination  of  professors  to  ohe 
vacant  posts  in  the  Faculty.  Ought  therenot  be  a record  of  this? 


Secondly,  with  reference  to  the  propooed  report  to  the 
Board  of  Directors* 


1#  In  the  third  paragraph,  page  b,  at  the  end  you  say 
that  the  statement  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Directors  lor 
the  Faculty  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  a3jy  of  the 
members  of  the  Faculty.  Sfhis  may  be  true  but  i think  that 
it  did  satisfy  one  or  two  of  thorn#  would  it  not  be  better 
to  say  simply  “was  not  satisfactory  to  the  momboro  of  the 
Faculty '* • Some  thought  that  it  v/ent  too  far  in  what  asked 
and  other  a thought  it  did  not  go  far  enough# 


*>,  Jould  it  not  be  well  to  report  very  fully  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  just  what  the  replies  of  the  .acuity 
wero,  or  at  least  to  be  ready  to  do  so  as  the  Board  desires 
such  a fuller  report# 

.3.  Ought  we  not  to  report  to  tha  3oard  our  reconsideration 
of  tha  action  with  ragard  to  the  nomination  of  profosooro  and 
our  view  that  it  should  go  over  for  tha  present. 

4.  At  the  top  of  page  5,  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph, 

I would  suggest  some  such  phrase  as  -'harmonious  and  satisfactory 
statement"  instead  of  "form  of  words". 


5.  Inasmuoli  as  you  quote  in  this  Boport  the  iive  points 
emphasised  by  Ur.  Katsenbach,  I would  renew  the  suggestion  made 
above  that  you  make  sure  wo  represent  him  accurately  in  thie# 

6.  I was  so  sorry  that  you  could  not  bo  present  at 
the  luncheon  in  Bew  York  last  Monday  when  3r.  Jteveason  and 
2r.  Erman  asked  us  to  meet  with  them.  I was  there  and  dr. 

;.lCJOwell  and  Dmrnons  wore  also  present#  nothing  emerged  with 
which  you  are  not  already  familiar#  fheir  chief  foaro  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  union  of  tho  Boardo  000ms  to  be  that 
this  might  not  deliver  us  from  the  difficulties  of  these  paot 
few  years# 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  Faculty  statement  the 
of  Dr.  Stevenson  and  Dr.  trdman  was  it  might  be  such  a minimum 
statement  as  would  be  unsatisfactory  and  that  it  would  misleading# 


3r.  Srdman  felt  that  to  he  satisfactory  the  statement  should 
contain  the  idea  of  withdrawal  as  proposed  in  the  Board  of 
Directors  statement  of  June  20th,  the  idea  of  forgiveness 
aa  embodied  in  hr.  Herman* a resolution  and  declaration  of 
mutual  trust  and  confidence.  I urged  Dr.Srdman  to  attempt 
to  include  those  ideas  in  the  faculty  statement  ..mi 
suggested  that  even  if  they  could  not  got  in  everything 
the  effort  should  bo  made  to  secure  ns  satisfactory  statement 
as  possible  and  it  would  be  open  to  them  to  supplement  this 
if  they  desired  by  an  additional  statement^  indicating  what 
some  felt  should  be  included  in  order  to  bring  about  harmony 

and  true  t • 

If  the  Faculty  statement  should  not  include  any  affirmation 
of  trust  in  on©  anothorsji&octr inal  loyalty  then  would  it  not 
be  well  for  uo  to  introduce  such  a declaration  in  our 
recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Directory  baeod  on  the 
action  of  the  Board  several  years  ago  fen  recommonda «ion  of 
the  Committee  of  Seven#  I7hat  would  you  think  of  some  such 
statement  as  this- 

"The  Board  of  Directors  herewith  re-af firms  its 
declaration  of  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of  a 

Committee  of  the  Board  after  careful  investigation  of the 
whole  situation  as  follows*  *1.  Your  Committee  has  iOuad 
every  member  of  the  faculty  entirely  loyal  to  the  standards 
of  our  Church  and  to  the  pledge  required  by  the  -en^nary. 

There  is  not  room  for  doubt  or  criticism  as  to  the  faith  or 
teaching  of  any  professor  or  instructor  in  the  Seminary. 

The  Board  of  Directors  herewith  declares  anew  its  confidence 
in  the  doctrinal  trustworthiness  of  both  the  Boards  of  we 
Seminary  and  of  the  faculty  and  of  the  loyalty  of  th*ir 
members  to  the  Plan  of  Government  in  the  traditional  fidelity 
of  the  Seminary  to  the  Church  and  its  doctrines. 

Perhaps  you  will  be  able  to  suggest  something  much  better 
than  this* 


Sver  affectionately  yours. 


C^LuHa  

z\ )C  $regbpterian  Cburcb  in  tfje  ©niteb  states!  of  America 
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Dear  /riendi- 

Eneloaed  yw  will  find  tho  Records  of 
the  Conf^roxioos  of  the  Group  of  Six  held  to  date# 

Your  secretary  will  ho  pi  eased  to  receive 
ar^-  «c  jendations  or  corrections  you  my  cars  to  send  him. 
With  kind  regard*. 

Youre  sincerely 
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July  11,  1988 

(Dictated  July  10) 

Eev.  Lewis  S.  Mudge,  D.D. , 

Witherspoon  Building 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hy  dear  Low: 


You:  good  letter  of  July  4th  was  duly  received.  Sin -e  I saw  you 
last  Paul  Martin  kindly  cane  over  and  we  had  a long  talk  together  over  the  Prince- 
ton _ roblem,  and  yesterday  Dr.  Stevenson  spent  the  afternoon  here  and  showed  me 
letters  which  he  had  received  from  Dr.  Laird,  Dr*  Crane,  Dr,  Me  Bp  an  and  Dr.  Finney. 

He  said  he  had  difficulties  also  v/ith  regard  to  the  statement  which  the  Directors 
and  Faculty  were  asked  to  sign,  and  that  Dr.  Frdman  had  difficulties  elso. 

Some  of  these  it  seemed  to  me  rested  on  the  > ssumption  that  the  adoption 
of  that  statement  was  the  only  action  which  it  was  contemplated  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors would  take.  I pointed  out  that  that  was  not  my  understanding  and  that  that 
was  only  a first  step  and  that  there  were  many  other  things  which  it  seemed  to  me 
should  he  done.  We  had  a long  talk  together  and  I don't  know  what  the  outcome 
will  he  as  to  his  signing  and  Dr.  Erdman  signing  the  statement,  hut  we  should 
certainly  he  in  a queer  position  if  the  minority  in  the  faculty  refused  to  sign  it 
and  the  majority  signed  it. 

I think  Dr.  Stevenson  felt  that  there  should  he  more  specific  and 
concrete  retractions  hut  I told  him  I did  nob  Believe  v/e  could  get  anywhere  hy 
such  a method  and  my  only  hope  v/as  that  we  should  wipe  out  the  past  and  Begin  afresh. 

I am  glad  that  you  have  had  your  talk  with  Dr.  Laird  and  that  you  have 
felt  encouraged  By  it  to  hope  that  he  and  others  may  realize  that  the  proBlem  of 
the  Seminary  cannot  Be  solved  By  any  such  simple  device  as  removing  Dr.  Stevenson 
from  the  Presidency  and  making  him  Professor  of  Homiletics  and  By  Dr.  Machen's 
withdrawing  from  his  election  by  the  Directors  to  the  chair  of  Apologetics. 

A.  to  the  latter  Dr.  Thompson  told  the  General  Assembly  in  San  Francisco  thet  he 
hoped  in  due  tine  Dr.  Machen's  election  might  Be  confirmed.  Whatever  the  issue 
in  that  natter,  however,  whether  one  way  or  the  other,  the  solution  By  removing 
Dr.  Stevenson  v/as  certainly  not  contemplated  in  the  action  of  the  last  Assembly 
But  was  very  specifically  pronounced  against  By  Dr«  Matthews,  and  I cannot  yet 
see  is  wise  or  right. 


As  1 have  thought  the  matter  over  T would  raise  the  question  whether 
it  v/ould  not  Be  well  to  try  to  outline  a more  comprehensive  and  radical  set  of 
proposals  - such  as  the  following: 

1.  There  should  Be  a re-organization  and  unification  of  the  Bo-.rds 
of  the  Seminary,  Bringing  into  Being  one  new  Board  such  as  was  proposed  By  the 
Committee  of  Eleven,  or  with  any  modifications  such  as  you  and  Dr.  Laird  talked 
over  together. 


Rev.  Lewis  S.  Madge,  D.D 
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2.  All  the  members  of  the  faculty  should  place  their  le^igna- 
tions  in  the  hands  of  this  new  Board  which  would  proceed  to  organize  anew 
Faculty** it h such  retentions  or  releases  of  professors,  and.  such  re-allotment 
of  duties  &b  might  be  deemed  wise. 

S Biere  should  be  a clearer  and  more  satisfactory  statement  of 
the  i unctions  and  responsibilities  of  the  Faculty;  of  the  relation  of  its  members 
S1L&  to  one  another;  of  the  office  of  the  President  ana  of  the  inter-relations  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Faculty  in  their  organisation  and  direction  of  the 

institution. 

4.  All  the  traditional  ideals  of  Princeton  .vith  regard  to  scholar 
ship  and  thoroughness  should  be  preserved,  but  there  should  be  a return  cc  the 
original  design  of  the  Seminary  and  to  its  character  ana  wore  undoi  Millci,  ,-.le  - 
dor  the  H^ges.  as  a school  of  piety  and  devotion;  of  practical  training;  oi 

missionary  and  evangelistic  zeal. 

5.  There  should  bo  such  a reorganization  of  the  curriculum  as 
would  enable  the  Seminary  to  meet  its  full  present  opportunity  and  to  discharge 
its  full  present  responsibility. 

6.  A way  must  be  found  to  fill  the  institution  with  a spirit 
of  peace  and  concord  and  the  glow  of  love  that  we  have  l>ee: n told 

the  Seminary  under  Charles  Hodge  and  that  we  know  characterized  Dr.  Green  and 

Dr.  Archie  Hodge. 

What  would  you  think  of  our  preparing  some  such  set  of  proposals 
as  this  to  submit  to  Dr.  McEwan* s Committee? 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


res/b 


IJr fU 


(/J)  ^ 


FRANKFORD  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
FRANKFORD  AVE.  AND  CHURCH  8T. 
PHILADELPHIA 


July  20,  1928. 


Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave., 
New  York  City* 


D.D* 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I have  been  thinking  a good  deal  about  what  we  were 
talking  over  yesterday,  especially  your  suggestion  that  I write 
to  Dr  Armstrong  and  Dr.  Machen,  asking  them  to  initiate  an  effor 
It  personal  reconciliation  with  Dr.  Stevenson  and  Dr.  Erd**n. 

These  difficulties  come  to  my  mind; 

First:-  If  they  have  not  all  signed  the 
hy  the  Board  it  would  seem  scarcely  necessary  ^as^them  to^ahe 

?fp”  1 

of  the  matter. 

Second:-  My  relation  to  Dr.  Armstrong  and  Dr.  Machen 
is  not  like  that  of  yours  to  Dr.  Stevenson  and  Dr.  E£^an-  L*jaTe 
had  no  conversation  with  them  on  this  or  any  other  phase  of  th 

question  since  the  Assembly.  They  would  not  likely p^”f  the hoard 
letters  such  as  Dr.  Stevenson  showed  you,  from  members  of  the  hoard, 
i'e  ha”’ aCjTbeA  cordial,  but  not  inti.ate.  Tour 

■D-  qtevenson  and  Dr.  Erdman  would  m a measure  he  hut  a continuance 
of* a conversation  which  you  have  already  had;  whilst  my  approach  to 
Dr.  Armstrong  and  Dr.  Machen  would  have  to  he  justified  on 

other  basis. 

Third* ~ I have  never  heard  that  Dr.  Armstrong,  either 

by  writing  or  in'publie  address,  has  been  any  other  than  a ehrie,.^ 

K“o‘r^rihKeseB;.;;  2jsss.sk...  — * «>* 

knowledge  of  some  other  provocation. 

Fourth:-  If  I understand  it  rightly.  Dr.  Stevenson  and 

Dr.  Erdman  are  aggrieved  hy  Machen*  s ^^Ktoric  theo- 

they  were  attempting  to  divert  the  Semi M Kachen  has  made  any 

factory,  eKcepting  that  he  might.  wiwi  * indicate 

is  true  that  if  he  signs  the  paper  presented  hy  the  hoa-d,  n 
regret  that  this  caused  injury  or  grief  to  them. 

Fifth:-  I wonder  if  we  are  not  “^ffAeilef ?o“orh 

in  »*»■>  tnat  our  ta.b  i.  to 


■bring  about  such  cordial  relations  among  all  parties  concerned 
and  such  changes  in  administration  of  governing  bodies  ana 
faculty  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Seminary  to  do  the 
work  for  which  it  was  founded,  in  the  most  effective  way. 
quite  agree  with  you  that  a Seminary  must  < do  its  »°rk  J.n  a 
Christian  way:  nothing  else  will  compensate  for  the  lack  ox 
Stirling  Christian  character  on  the  part  of  Professors,  but  it 
may  be  that  if  there  is  a lack  of  this  it  may  best  be  remedied 
as  a part  of  the  whole  scheme  of  re-habilitati on. 

Sixth:-  Since  Dr.  Machen  has  taken  the  step  of  with- 
drawing his  acceptance  of  the  election  to  the  Chair  of  Apologetics 
it  would  seem  that  he  had  already  showed  a 

in  our  effort  to  establish  peace.  I think  that  he  might  well  argue 
that  the  next  step  should  be  taken  by  others  implicated  quite  as 

yestkrdaym^.bMachIn  has  been^eatly^u^iliated  by  the  failure  of 

to.  ;ctio»,  ,»d  iL°;oSrly' 


the  summary  xo  coniirm  cicuuiun,  «•**'*■  ~ — „ , . _ 

he  likely  resents  very  deeply  Dr.  Stevenson  and  Dr.  f°ing 

before  the  Assembly  to  oppose  that  confirmation.  And  whilst  I am 

not  a stickler  for  these  things,  and  am  willing  to  forget ^Ithe^the 
that  has  occured,  the  question  is  stij.1  m my  mind  as  to  whether  the 
Board  of  Directors  may  not  have  a grievance  against  two  members 

the  Faculty  who  went  and  opposed  the  Board  s aCbl°£»  ®f°£e  . ction 

Assembly.  It  may  be  that  whatever  any  of  us  may  think  of  that  action 
of  the  Board-  still  it  was  an  action  of  the  Board,  and  the  Board  mig 
have  some  justification  for  resenting  such  an  attitude  on  the  part 
of  its  President  and  a member  of  its  Faculty;  especially  thio 

Trustees  had  already  approved  the  election.  I am  just  recalling  this 
Sh tte  Spe tS  » £y  keep  ,11  these  thing,  before  our 

Str 2rH^e*Se?reSVtS?J»  for  tronbhe.  there 

whom  such  opposition  would  scarcely  be  expected.  how  you  m y 

this  on  the  basis  that  the  Board  is  com  o however  I am  not 

the  Board,  and  as  such  it  may  claim  some  right  . - » 

insisting  on  anything  of  this  sort. 

I confess  to  a good  deal  of  discouragement  intteoutcome 
of  our  first  Meeting.  I think  that  I am 

members  at  least  of  the  group  understood  that  the  *c ti ° * 

signatures  of  the  members  of  the  Faculty  bO  the  paper, ^arri 

“ a:  HtElsw4 

S'h £ES£  1 Sre^ler^oeere/miy^he  feeing 

n £ jf  Lg.r 

si 

and  avoid  misunderstandings. 


July  26,1928 


The  Rev.  John  E.  Laird,  I).E«, 

Frankford  Presbyterian  Church, 

Frankford  Avenue  and  Church  Streot, 
hiladelphi3,  Pa. 

p\  der-T  '-'’r.  Laird , 

»«  »«»r  •*  w s** 

;ou  an  r‘£ht  In  yottr  >I«  ns  * M B « writing  to  Ur.  Storsnsoa 

jour  writing  to  t,r.  irw.trone.snn  *»'*“»£  V Inltl.tlro 

rSJW  - — - ,h* 

following  suggestions: 

1.  in  any  « mcnlt  situation such  aa  * g.’SElt.l 

disagreements  and  pronely  P»r«J«J ^it^bout  it?  is  it  not  that 
Sirietian  course  of  k „*  earnestly  so  straight  to  the 

rerjvrr,  sss 

is  s^rsi.2.lsi>?iKi-s  — *nt  -4  oEerieved  6hould  be 

the  one  to  take  the  initiative. 

. , nr  War  ield’s  strtement  in  his 

?-  I would  remind  you  «S«j;n  ° ® \ udfim8nt  the  root  and  ground 

minority  report,  in  which  he  says  J govemKcnt  of  the  seminary 

of  the  difficulties  is  not  in  the  that  tolerance  which  we  so  strongly 

but  in  personalities’,  and  in  the  la  nthers."  If  this  ie  th<?  1661 

claim  for  ourselves  and  so  generally  eny  , f butter  chance  of  re- 
root  nd  ground  of  the  trouble.  *°  *e  "°$tf  £ot  ^d' groimd.int teod  of  dealing 
moving  the  trou  le  by  roing  directly  - right,  are  secondary  and  accessory, 

with  other  causes  which.  if  Dr.  ^,  b.  ..ado  in  these  other  , utters 

««*»«**  —— 

..  i ,u».  «r  •»»  52J' ». rsr-rs. 

prehensivoly.  I thinktthere  aie  r.  be  ls  xl^  in  regarding  that  as 

Har field  hat  sin,  led  out,  although  1 “ w t0  plan  an  ade  uate  program 

central,  and  I think  we  should,  as  you  1 ■ - ® » too  full  statement  whioh  1 made 

of  action.  I was  endeavoring  to  do  ™tion  ^ the  things  ttw  t « ought 

to  the  Committee  in  regard  to  the  »h i 1 ^ „„  really  to  administer  the 

to  change  and  the  things  that  we  atf-  j it  woe  just  at  this 

trust  laid  upon  us  in  the  plm  of  the  al  tte  first  meting  of  our 

point  that  the  program  of  action  1 i e6reu  t0  artume  th  t we  could  aeol 

group  in  i rlnceton  was  defective.  I J ‘ lut.lon8  ot  withdrawal  and  «*  ression 
with  the  roblem  by  one  or  two  &?***{  Stevenson  from  the  "residency  and  a 
of  confidence  and,  t!.en,  a transfer  or  Dr. 
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withdrawal  by  Dr.  Hachen  of  his  acceptance  of  the  Professorship  of  Apologetics. 
Dr.  Kudge  told  us  in  that  first  meeting  that  he  did  not  think  this  program 
would  reach  bottom  and  that  ,as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  form  a judgment, 
has  been  my  judgment  also.  I think  we  shall  have  to  do  a number  of  things- 
perhaps  some  other  things  than  any  that  have  been  yet  suggested , and  I think 
ith  you  that  it  is  the  difficult,  perhaps  the  impossible,duty  of  our  group 
to  try  to  formulate  such  a program.  But,  would  it  not  be  far  easier  to  do 
so,  and  would  not  the  whole  situation  be  changed  if  there  should  be  a Faculty 
reconciliation  and  a genuine  assurance  of  unity  and  harmonious  cooperation  in 
the  future?  Perhaps  the  hearty  acceptance  by  each  member  of  the  Faculty 
of  the  general  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  the  Directors  would  be  a long 
step  toward  this.  Of  course,  that  was  our  hope.  But  I have  wondered 
whether  we  would  not  be  far  better  assured  of  such  a result  if  in  face  to 
free  and  brotherly  fellowship  the  members  of  the  Faculty  could  clear  away 
their  difficulties  and  effect  a glorious  Christian  unity.  If  this  kind  of 
a miracle  is  not  possible  in  the  Faculty,  then,  on  what  ground  can  we  teach 
our  students  in  the  Seminary  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  prerch  the  possibility 
of  miracles  as  great  as  this  or  even  gre  ter  to  our  world  of  discord  and 
strife? 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


~ SjC. 


The  Rev.  John  B.  Laird,  D.D., 

Frankford  Presbyterian  Church, 

Frankford  Avenue  and  Church  Street, 
hiladelphia,  Pa. 

Ify  dear  Dr.  Laird, 

"our  food  letter  of  July  20th  has  been  received  and  it  ma;  be  that 
vou  are  right  in  your  view  as  to  the  suggestion  which  I made  with  regard  to 
'•our  writing  to  Dr.  Armstrong, and  Dr.  Kachan  and  my  writing  to  Dr.  Stevenson 
and  Dr.  each  of  us  urging  those  to  whom  we  wrote  to  take  the  initiative 

in  see  ing  to  -ring  about  full  reconciliation  and  i.armony  in  the  . eminary 
"acuity.  1 appreciate  ti  e force  of  the  reasons  given  in  your  letter.  Before 
we  finally  dismi:  e the  proposal  however  will  you  not  give  consideration  to  the 
following  suggestions; 

1.  Tn  anv  difficult  situation  such  as  this,  narked  by  personal 
disagreements  and  probably  personal  misunderstandings,  what  is  the  parental 
Christian  course  of  action?  Can  there  be  any  doubt  about  it?  Is  lt  n°J 
come  one  of  those  involved  should  frankly  and  earnestly  go  straight  to  the 
others  and  see  if  together  they  cannot  clear  avay  all  difficulties  ^ So  for- 
vard  in  concord  and  fellowship?  One  would  gather  from  the  teach  ingofaur 
Lord  tli at  the  person  who  felt  himself  most  innocent  and  aggrieved  should  be 
the  one  to  take  the  initiative. 

2.  I would  remind  you  again  of  Dr.  afield ’s  statement  in  his 

minority  report,  in  which  he  says  that  in  his  judgment  the  r°ot 
of  the  difficulties  is  not  in  the  •’organisation  or  government  ofthe.eminary 
but  in  personalities",  and  "in  the  lack  of  that  tolerance  which  ve 
claim  for  ourselves  and  so  generally  deny  >o  o^ers.  . f ra_ 

root  end  ground  of  the  trouble,  do  we  not  stand  a far  better  ™allnr 

the  trou  le  by  oing  directly  to  its  root  ana  ground , in ete ad  of  dealing 
Mrtti  causes  which”  if  Dr.  .arfield  is  right,  are  fcondary  and  accessory, 
and  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  changes  mif*t  be  made  in  these  other  .. ^atters 
that  would  leave  us  with  the  central  roblem  end  difficulty  unchanged. 

3.  I uite  agree  with  you  that  we  ought  to  deal  with  w-tv era  com- 
prehensively. I thinktthere  are  more  sources  of  our  trouble  than  the  one  Dr. 
Barfield  has  sin,  led  out.  although.  1 think  he  is  right  in  reg*r^“S 

-w.  «*  »««*  .. s jjh”:  r-;0f£r.“,s„r“iSh  i8 

to  change  and  the  things  that  we  ought  to  do  if  e are  r y 

trust  laid  upo:  us  in  the  plan  of  the  Seminary.  I 0*r 

p.i«*  *•>  *»• « “«» i*ia  .;•££ ^ "i  f«id  ...i 

of  confidence  and,  t on.  a transfer  of  Dr.  Stevenson  from  the  Presidency  ana 


Dr«  »T.B.  LtdLrd^p*^ 
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-sr-  *»•  aff^jsrsffis:  ssr*- 

■■»■  ““S*  ” *"  S!  „ t “S.  b.m  ..bl.  «0  ttro  » 

HST^Tti.  i.  “•  h‘“"£Slp"£T  SLiirStelS  °LI£  g°2 

to  try  to  fomilate  such  a u-^r^on  j*  }f  there  should  be  a -acuity 

so,  and  woul~  .u  ‘*  assurance  of  unit''  and  harmonious  cooperation  In 

srsssr  «r  ».  , , .ny 

of  th^  Serai  resolution  which  J a,  adopted  by  the  Direotore  »ould  be  a long 
«L  L S thiS.  Of  couree.  that  was  our  hope.  Put  1 have  wondered 
whether  va  eould  not  be  far  better  assured  of  auoh  a result  if  in  face  to 

tt-  »*•»  « ■ **  r““"  —“•}£  SS  or 

Sssrrssy; 

of  miracles  ab  great  as  this  or  even  gre;  ter  to  our  vorla  of  discord  end 
strife? 


Very  sincerely  your  8 f 


SiC. 
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i.ly  dear  Hobert:- 

Just  before  Florence  and  I started  off  for  a trip  up  to 
flew  iilngland,  Dr.  McEwan  arrived  in  Princeton  and  we  had  a friendly 
conference  of  nearly  three  hours  duration.  He  made  it  appear  that 
his  eagerness  to  see  me  was  inspired  by  the  suggestions  of  my  friends 
and  repeated  the  statement  -chat  he  and  others  had  been  encouraged  to 
urge  me  to  resign  the  Presidency  and  accept  a Professorship  because 
such  a solution  of  our  seminary  difficulties  seemed  to  appeal  partic- 
ularly to  the  friends  of  the  President,  v/hen  1 pressed  him  for  the 
real  reason  why  1 should  resign,  he  could  only  repeat  the  statement 
v/hich  the  Directors  made  to  Dr.  Thompson’s  Committee  of  Five  nearly 
two  years  ago,  viz:  that  no  business  corporation  could  prosper  with 
a President  who  does  not  have  the  full  support  of  the  Directorate. 

I called  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Directorate  itself  in 
this  case  had  not  only  been  under  fire  but  are  under  condemnation, 
whereas  on  the  other  hand,  the  President  has  been  more  or  less  vin- 
dicated. He  was  frank  enougn  to  concede  that  the  old  argument  of 
the  Directors  in  the  light  of  the  whole  situation  had  very  little 
value.  He  made  one  concession  after  another,  mainly  to  the  effect 
that  in  the  contention  which  has  taken  place  the  President  has  been 
right  and  the  majority  of  the  Directors  and  the  majority  of  the  acuity 
have  been  wrong.  He  did  not  seem  to  have  any  clear  cut  program  and 
simply  indulges  the  hope  that  as  a result  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
taken  on  June  20th  peace  and  harmony  may  be  established  among  the 
Directors  and  among  the  Faculty  members  and  that  the  proposed  con- 
ference with  a committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  will  affect  a com- 
plete reconciliation  there.  He  conceded  that  the  attitude  of  the 
Directors  towards  the  Trustees  will  have  to  be  different  from  what 
it  has  been,  resulting  in  effect  in  the  establishment  of  a single 
Board  of  control.  It  seemed  to  me  that  if  he  v/ere  pressed  for  an 
honest  opinion  freed  from  all  sentiment  a.id  personal  consideration, 
he  would  concede  that  the  situation  here  has  demanded  such  action 
as  the  Assembly  has  taken,  and  that  the  only  satisfactory  outcome 
will  be  one  Board,  representing  the  Church,  and  with  authority  to 
govern. 


V/e  discussed  the  proposed  resolution  and  he  conceded  that 
according  to  the  minutes  it  is  in  an  unfortunate  setting,  preceded  by 
Dr.  V/arfield’s  motion  as  to  the  appointment  of  a ’’group”  rather  than 
a committee,  the  purpose  being  to  mislead,  and  followed  by  another 
resolution  of  Dr.  rarfieldfs  placed  on  the  docket  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Board,  and  which  serves  as  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
slate  will  not  be  wiped  clean  as  is  the  intention  of  the  proposed  reso- 
lution, and  the  past  will  still  be  used  for  condemnatory  proceedings. 

Ho  doubt  Dr.  McS  an  gave  some  report  of  his  intervie..  at 
the  meeting  of  the  "group"  in  Philadelphia.  He  is  always  so  big- 
hearted  and  gracious  that  it  is  a delight  to  confer  with  him,  but 
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it  is  difficult  for  him  to  labor  for  the  solution  of  Seminary  difficulties 
and  at  the  same  time  work  with  the  group  which  dominates  the  policies  of 
the  Presbyterian.  I was  interested  to  have  him  state  that  immediately 
following  the  meeting  of  the  Directors,  he  went  ov  r to  Dr.  Craig’s 
house  for  a conference  with  the  Directors  of  the  Presbyterian,  as  such 
men  as  A.  7.  Harbison,  Mr.  Munro,  Dr.  Buchanan,  and  others  were  awaiting 
his  arrival. 


Florence  and  I have  just  returned  from  our  trip  to  New  England, 
and  although  we  came  within  hailing  distance  of  your  summer  paradise,  we 
were  informed  that  the  roads  were  torn  up  and  we  would  have  to  make  a detour 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. , 


New  York  City. 


OFFICE  OFTHE  PRES 


i . l&a 


JHilsxm  (KxxJULeg? 


s 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Firth  Avenue, 
New  York,  N.Y. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I beg  to  acknowledge  your 


letter,  which  must  have  thoughtful  and 
prayerful  consideration  before  I can 
reply  to  its  suggestions. 


If  I know  my  own  heart  and 


mind  I am  willing  to  make  every  sacrifice 
of  pride  or  opinion  in  order  to  secure  for 
the  Seminary  and  for  the  Church  that  era 
of  reconciliation  and  restoration  which  I 
think  the  Assembly  meant  it  should  have. 


I will  write  you  as  soon  as  I 


feel  that  I have  arrived  at  a frame  of 
mind  that  will  be  suitable  for  so  grave  a 
task. 


I am  greatly  obliged  to  you 


for  writing  me  and  for  making  the  suggestion 
which  you  have  made. 


With  warm  regard. 

Very  truly  yours. 


SPRINGDALE 
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June  23,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

My  Deap  Dr.  Speers 

Your  explanatory  statement  is  before  me*  It  is^-as  you  state h 
repetitious^  but  is^in  my  judgment,  all  the  better  for  being  so. 

Its  statements  are  all  oontributive  to  the  manifestation  of  the 
spirit  in  which  it  is  made,  and  helpful  to  the  impression  that  we 
all  desire  to  find  a way  of  peace.  I have  no  suggestions  to  make. 
I like  it  as  it  is 


Your  friend  truly. 


V 


wlmjarl 


July  30,19 £8 


The  Rev#  Lewis  • nudge,  D#3*, 
V it;  erspoon  Building, 
Philadelphia,  ?a* 


HN.  ** 


:ty  dear  Lew, 

I have  written  to  M.  Kotsenbaoh  with  regard  to  the  legal  possibility  of 
raerging  the  t wo  ?rincetor  luminary  Boards.  He  ran;  not  think  it  proper  to 
■ ei , hut  i am  hopin  ; that  he  rill. 

We  were  all  instructed  by  the  laot  noeting  of  the  group  in  your  office  to 
8,nd  vou  any  suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  consisting  of 
•ourself  and  Dr.  laird.  1 have  ver;  little  confidence  in  my  risdom  in  this 

raf  tter.  i feel  more-  an-  or  thrt  the  problem  is  .at side  of  my  sphere.  As 
I have  studied  it  and  talked  with  asm  ribout  it,  1 feel  less  and  less  assurance 
that  we  ore  solidly  seated  in  this  *hole  business  in  the  Re*  Test  stunt,  and 
ab  I » v turned  a- ay  from  all  our  other  documents,  charter  and  plan  -r.d  all- 
to  breathe  with  freedom  again  the  glorious  air  of  the  ew  Testament. 

: uch  suggestion*  as  hi  ve  core  to  me  thus  far  are,  first,  the  notes  1 
made  and  talked  over  wit  Dr.  Warfield  before  the  meeting  of  the  Directors  in 
’rincetonj  second,  the  points  in  my  letter  of  Jul  11th  to  you,  and,  t drd, 
the  points  I tried  to  make  in  ry  statement  at  the  meeting  in  your  oiiice. 

X nrnilirsn  n flff  points  which  I suggested  to  Dr.  «arfield  and  yoa 

h ve,  of  courte,  a copy  oNmy  letter  of  July  11th.  The  points  which  I 
>.  ,.;,x  office  are  as  folio-  a: 

1.  That  there  be  no  separate  meetings  of  groups  or  factions  either 
of  directors  or  of  members  of  the  faculty  or  of  both,  but  that  all  plsne  be 
made  end  all  discussions  be  carried  on  openly  and  trustfully. 

. hat  there  be  a joint  friendly  confer  ee  together  of  the  Boa;  1 of 
irectors  and  mrustees  to  corsider  our  common  problem. 

3.  That  a careful  statement  be  prepared  to  be  presented  to  each  remfrer 
of  the  faculty  and  to  be  acoe;  ted  by  him  as  a condition  of  his  continuance  in 

the  work  of  the  feminary  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  reconciliation  and  h-j-ony, 
and  making  it  plain  th  t It  is  the  conviction  of  the  general  Assembly,  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Chureh  that  peace  and  unity  nr-  both  possible  arid 
desirable  and  indispensable. 

4.  That  we  have  no  secrets  from  one  another  or  from  the  President  of  the 
Seminary  and  that  there  be  no  secret  Conferences  from  which  he  is  omitted. 


5. 


That  any  member  of  the  faculty  vho  refuses  to  be  reconciled  to  or  to 
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pray  with  an.  follow  number  of  the  faculty  be  advised  quietly  and  of  hie  o*n 
motion  to  ..ithdraw  from  the  * ork  of  the  Seminary* 

6.  hat  we  keep  clearly  in  ^ind  the  statements  as  to  the  copse  of  our 
troubles  and  the  assurances  as  to  the  future  given  to  the  Assembly  by  Dr.  ar  field 
and  r.  : ;E  on,  and  scrupulously  carry  out  the  inti  -tions  thus  given  n>  the  in- 
structions of  the  Assembly. 

7m  'hat  qan  eat  hoed  be  given  to  the  necessity  of  providing  the  teaching 
force  so  sorely  needed  in  the  Seminary  and  tha  e make  sure  that  all  teachers 
are  men  who  believe  in  : aintaining  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church  on  tho  basis 
of  our  standards  and  historic  pi  inc iples • 

1«‘  V*»v  ^ U 

Our  problem  is  not  a simple  problem  at  all*  but  very  muoh  involved.  There 
are  four  different  elements  in  itj- 

1.  One  difficulty  is  found  in  the  inharmonious  personalities  and  the 
lack  of  tolerance  in  the  faculty.  Dr.  ar  iold  in  Lis  minority  r.port  concen- 
trated attention  on  tills.  He  dissented  from  th  vie.  that  the  root  and  source 
of  the  serious  difficulties  at  Princeton  ia  in  the  plan  of  government  by  tv.o 
Boards  and  declared  that  in  his  judgment  "the  root  and  ground  of  the  difficulties 
are  embodied  in  personalities  and  so  far  as  they  are  not  embodied  in  personalities 
they  are  embodied  in  tho  lr.ck  of  that  tolerance  vhich  we  so  strongly  claim  for 
ourselves  and  so  generally  deny  to  others.”  This  nay  not  be  the  > hole  “tm-tV 
but  it  is  truth*  and  so  long  us  there  is  disunity  and  conflict  in  the  faculty 
there  can  be  0 solution  of  th:  : ominnry  problem  by  any  adjustments  elaewh*  re. 

The  Directors  should  re  uire  harmony'  and  tolerance  in  the  faculty  at  the  condition 
of  the  continuance  of  the  professors.  Ideally,  of  course,  the  faculty  should 
solve  the  problem  itself,  arid  my  suggestion  to  Dr.  Laird  . a:,  that  he  should  vrite 
to  some  members  and  I should  write  to  others,  urgii  g them  to  take  the  initiative 
in  eff  cting  a true  unific  t'on  of  mind  and  spirit  within  the  faculty  itself. 

Since  our  1 eeting  Dr.  Laird  hat  written  ne  expressing  misgivings  regarding  our 
.. riting  such  letters,  and  I have  onsv.  red  him  under  date  of  ulfc  26th.  1 trust 

ht  . ill  shov  you  both  his  letter  and  nine. 

. I think  that  there  has  been  ineffectiveness  in  the  administration 
of  the  Leninary.  I ointed  out  at  our  . eating  on  pages  39  and  55  of  the  wnphlet 
of  the  Charter  and  the  Plan  sections  which  involved  genuine  confusion  of  function 
as  between  directors  a d trustees,  and  think  we  should  give  further  consideration 
to  the  proposal  to  meet  these  difficulties  by  a single  board,  as  recommended  by 
the  Com  ittee  of  Five  and  then  b;  the  or.  ittee  of  leven.  Perhaps  antagonistic 
views  could  be  reconciled  by  substituting  for  the  Plan  of  the  'o:  ittee  of  .lwven 
one  Board  made  up  by  merging  the  present  two  Boards.  In  an;  case  if  one  Board 
is  formed,  1 should  think  that  all  the  members  of  the  faculty  ought  then  to  place 
their  res  '.Rations  in  its  hands,  so  that  i!.  woul  h.  ve  entire  freedom  in  the  re- 
organization of  the  Seminary.  »o  far  as  the  problem  of  administration  is  a 
matter  of  clear  and  more  satisfactory  definitions  of  the  functions  of  the  President 
and  faculty  and  t eir  relations  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  a andnent*  of  the  Plan,  os  e discu:  sed  it  together,  might  prove  effective. 

3.  The  third  source  of  difficulties  has  been  un quest  ion ably  the  doctrinal 
discord  and  distrust  involving ^eith  r openly  or  b,  implication  charges  and  suspicions 
with  regard  to  the  fidelity  of  professors  under  their  inauguration  vovs.  Ti\e  report 
of  the  Com  ittee  of  Seven  of  the  Directors  several  years  ago  absolutely  exonerated 


Dr.  !»•  £.  ridge,  p.  5 


7/so  /;:e 


all  the  mombera  of  the  faculty  in  tl  Is  regard,  hut  it  did  not  put  a stopto 
thle  discord  nd  controversy.  It  ».•*■  followed  by  i«uolic  atataoenlw  filled 
with  distrust  and  suspicion.  All  this  simply  oust  be  cleared  «w.ny  in  one 
i /av  or  another.  W.-ew  is,  of  course,  and  Bust  be  room  for  disagreement  ana 
differences  of  view,  but  within  the  broad  loyalties  of  the  eainary  there  must 
be  toleration  and  mutual  confidence. 


There  Is  need  of  ijeen  forcing  and  strengthening  the  Seminary,  preserve 
in.  11  its  undoubted  of  strength  -.aid  power  but  supplementing  those?. 

■ on  Je  needed  in  old  Qhpire  and  for  the  new  .’hairs  who  ill  preserve  the  ideal 
of  scholarship  end  ?ho  ill  do  thoroughly  their  work  inside  the  walls  of  the 
e miner;/ ,fcat  who  also  w ill  carry  the  influence  of  the  Eemin&xy  out  in  the  orld 
aid  we  need  to  recover  and  illustrate  afresh  the  emphasis  Introduction  0- 
tl .c-  plan  of  the  i.eminary  with  regard  to  piety,  unity  of  sentiment,  spiritual 
devotion  and  pastoral  training  . Perhaps  this  is  to  ie  done  by  a different 
spirit  in  the  whole  institution,  perhaps  by  charges  in  the  faculty , and  perhaps 
b;  changes  in  the  curriculum. 

1 have  put  these  points  very  inadequately.  1 have  said  a gre t 
eal  more  at  our  meeting  th an  1 have  hue  time  to  incorporate  here,  but  1 now 
that  I am  only  expressing  your  own  mind  in  these  matters,  and  you  can  add 
anything  else  that  is  necessary  In  your  con fferenceB  with  Dr.  Tjaird. 


tines  beginning  thle  letter  1 have  received  another  letter  from  )r. 
•*rd  in  '-hich  he  inclines  some  hat  mort  favorably  to  '.hr  iuea  oi  our  £•  -*  i-q 
a corc&unld  tion  to  bo  e of  the  faculty.  he  asks  me  to  prepare  a draft  letter, 
a_  c I wUl  try  to  do  this,  although  1 a a riot  sure  w hether  a common  letter  c.n 
bo  drafted  that  he  iflftd  I could  wisely  send  to  representatives  of  both  faculty 
groups  . still,  it  may  he  possible,  and  v-e  must  do  everything  that  ve  can 
that’ is  truly  Christian.  Dr.  Lain  ee.t  s that  he  was  leaving  on  mday,  that 
is,  today,  for  nine.  boos  the  appointment  of  another  -etiri.  of  our  group 
for  August  26th  still  hold?  That  is  oing  to  be  a bad  da;  fa*  mo.  - 't0-aer 
if  Friday,  the  24th  would  not  suit  , r.  Be  an  just  as  veil,  or  either  I'riday  the 
17th  or  •••  onda,  the  20th?  If,  however,  it  mat  be  the  v'eek  begi’r  - th,  "6th, 

I see  no.  that  I could  arrange  to  come  for  bond  ay,  the  2:7th,  which  I understand 
oald  suit  Dr.  MoKfrsn  better.  It  may  be,  however,  that  you  are  throwing  tho 
whole  thing  over  into  September. 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


K-CSjC, 


RESOLVED  t 


1.  That  there  he  no  separate  meetings  of  groups  or  factions  either  of 
directors  or  of  members  of  the  faculty  or  of  both,  but  that  all  plans  be 
made  and  all  discussions  be  carried  on  openly  and  trustfully. 

2.  That  there  be  a joint  friendly  conference  together  of  the  Boards  of 
Directors  and  Trustees  to  consider  our  common  problem. 

Z?  That  a careful  statement  be  prepared  to  be  presented  to  each  member 
of  the  faculty  and  to  be  accepted  by  tbsm  as  a condition  of  his  continuance 
in  the  work  of  the  Seminary#  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  reconciliation 
and  frii^T^  harmony,  and  making  it  plain  that  it  is  the  ctfnviction  of  the 
General  Assembly,  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  Church  that  peace  and 
unity  are  both  possible  and  desirable  and  indispensable. 

4.  That  we  have  no  secrets  from  one  enother  or  from  the  President  of  the 
Seminary  and  that  there  be  no  secret  Conferences  from  which  he  is  omitted. 

5.  That  any  member  of  the  faculty  who  refuses  to  be  reconciled  to  or  to 
pray  with  any  fellow  member  of  the  faculty  be  advised  quietly  and  of  his  own 
motion  to  withdraw  from  the  woik  of  the  Seminary. 

6.  That  we  keep  clearly  in  mind  the  statements  as  to  the  cause  of  our 
troubles  and  the  assurances  as  to  the  future  given  to  the  Assembly  by  Dr. 
Warfield  and  Dr.  McEwan,  and  scrupulously  carry  out  the  intimations  thus  givai 
and.  the  instructions  of  the  Assembly. 

7.  That  earnest  heed  be  given  to  the  necessity  of  providing  the  teaching  force 
so  sorely  needed  in  the  Seminary  and  that  we  maie  sure  that  all  teachers  are 
men  who  believe  in  maintaining  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church  on  the  basis  of 
our  standards  and  historic  principles. 


' 
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General  Office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


August  3rd,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Bobby:  - 

Your  good  letter  of  July  30  is  before  me.  I 
greatly  ^predate  your  placing  within  the  limits  of  a single 
communication,  so  much  of  real  value  relating  to  the  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  problems. 

|f  Thus  far,  you  are  the  only  member  of  the  "Group 

of  Six  who  has  communicated  with  me  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Group. 

We  are  not,  at  present,  making  much  progress  as  a Group.  The 
difficulty  is,  I have  no  doubt,  the  time  of  year. 

I have  been  unable  to  secure  any  response  from 
the  President  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  as  to  the 
Conferees  whom  they  have  appointed  to  meet  with  the  "Group  of 
Six  ^representing  the  Directors.  I have  heard  nothing  from 

Dr.  cEwan,  although  I have  written  him  three  or  four  times. 

Laird  has  not  communicated  with  me  in  any  way. 

I write  the  above  not  in  any  spirit  of  criticism 
but  to  indicate  that  earnest  efforts  to  keep  our  endeavors  in  motion 
are  unsuccessful. 

You  will  recall  that  to  Laird  and  me  was  given  the 
duty  of  suggesting  such  changes  in  the  plan  of  the  Seminary  and 
by-laws  of  the  Directors  as  would  promote  the  possibility  of  continuing 
the  oeminary  under  the  control  of  two  boards  with  harmonious  relations. 

I do  not  see  how  Laird  and  I can  work  this  problem  out  with  any  satis- 
faction until  we  have  had  a conference  with  the  representatives  of  the 
Trustees  and  found  what  their  mind  may  be  in  this  matter.  The  Board 

of  Trustees  is  in  no  mood  to  accept  a make  shift  arrangement. 

As  to  the  date  of  our  next  meeting,  I will  let  you 
know  a little  later,  but  I see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  held  on 
the  27th  of  August  instead  of  the  28th,  if  it  is  heald  at  all  this  month. 
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As  things  look  at  present,  I hardly  know  what  would  be  accomplished 
by  a meeting  on  August  27th  unless  Dr.  IvicEwan  obtains  such  information 
from  Mr.  Dickie,  and  you  from  Ed.  Katzenbach  as  will  throw  greater 
light  upon  the  one  Board  control  plan.  You  may  be  sure  that  I 

will  let  you  know  as  to  the  exact  date  of  our  next  meeting  just  as 
soon  as  I can  obtain  definite  information  from  Dr.  ^cEwan. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

— 5 

Stated  Clerk 


RECEIVED 

AUG  _ 9 1928 

Mr.  Soeer 


r 


,K 


State  of  New  Jersey 
Edward  L.  Katzenbach 
Attorney  General 


Trenton,  N.J.,  August  8,  1928. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  secretary. 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

| The  difficulties  of  the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
should,  6f  course,  be  adjusted  and  terminated.  I am  glad  that  a 
committee  composed  of  such  outstanding  persons  has  been  selected 
for  this  work.  I should  be  very  glad  to  meet  with  you  some  time 
in  order  to  discuss  this  matter.  I do  not  see  exactly  how  the 
proposition  could  affect  this  office,  save  that  the  Attorney 
General  is  by  common  law  expected  to  keep  an  eye  upon  funds 
directed  to  charitable  uses.  Perhaps  none  of  the  funds  in 
question  would  be  of  a character  where  this  office  would  be 
called  into  action.  I would,  however,  be  very  glad,  indeed, 
to  arrange  for  a conference  to  discuss  the  matter  in  hand.  If 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  conference  I could  consistently  render 
any  assistance,  I should,  of  course,  be  glad  to  do  „.J 

It  is,  indeed,  a pleasure  to  hear  from  you,  and  I feel 
it  a compliment  rather  than  otherwise  to  be  addressed  familiarly. 

I do  not  address  you  so  as  you  may  desire  to  show  this  letter  to 
some  one  else. 

May  I say,  however,  that  I had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
your  son,  who  was  at  the  time,  and  I believe  he  is  yet,  the  Chaplain 
of  Lafayette  College.  I should  be  proud  to  have  such  a son. 

Will  you  give  my  kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Speer,  and  believe 
me,  as  ever. 


elk/s 


August  1^*  I ~Q 
(Dictated  August  8) 


hr.  Me?-  an 
hr.  Laird 
Dr.  Uudge 


D'  a r ?r lends* 

•ye  have  the  folio* -lag- -friendly  reply  from  Mr.  Katzenbaoh,  the  Attorney 
General  of  2s  ev  jersey: 

*vThe  difficulties  of  the  princeton  Theological  seminary  should, 
of  course,  be  adjusted  and  terminated.  l am  lad  that  a coimittee  com- 
po  ed  of  such  outstanding  persons  has  been  selected  for  this  work.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  meet  with  you  some  time  in  order  to  discuss  the 
matter.  X do  no  t see  exactly  hov  the  proposition  could  affect  this 
office,  save  that  the  Attorney  General  is  by  common  la*’  expected  to  keep 
an  eye  upon  funds  dir  cted  to  charitable  uses.  perhaps  none  of  the 
funds  In  question  would  be  of  a character  where  this  office  would  be 
called  into  action.  I would,  however,  be  very  glad  indeed  to  arrange 
for  a conference  to  discuss  the  matter  in  hand.  If  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  conference  X coul  i consistently  render  any  assistance,  l should, 
of  course,  be  glad  to  do  so." 

Perhaps  we  could  arrange  the  next  meeti:ig  of  our  group  in  Trenton 
and  have  a conference  with  Mr.  Kktzenbach  at  that  time.  Y/ill  you  kindly  let  me 
know  if  you  wish  me  to  do  any thing  further  in  the  matter? 

With  kind  regard. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


rrs/B 


Dictated  by  Dr.  Speer 
Signed  in  his  absence 


Ackd  post  card 

— e/n/a 


®f)E  ^resbpterian  Cfjurcfj  in  tfje  XHniteb  States!  of  America 


OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


Executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


General  office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


August  9th,  1928 


Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


My  dear  Bobby: - 


I have  your  letter  of  August  7 in  which  you  refer 


to  matters  relating  to  the  "Group  of  Six"  appointed  by  the 
Directors  of  Princeton  Seminary* 

I have  written  and  wired  Dr*  McEwan  and  have,  as 
yet,  received  no  reply  from  him,  of  any  sort,  as  to  the  date  of 


our  next  meeting  as  a Group.  As  soon  as*  I hear  from  him,  I 


will  let  you  know  whether  there  will  be  any  August  meeting  at  all* 

I am  returning  herewith  the  originals  which  you 
have  been  so  kind  as  to  share  with  me* 

I appreciate  also,  very  deeply,  your  willingness 
to  share  with  me  your  replies. 


I warmly  agree  that  what  is  needed  is  a comprehensive 


plan  of  which  all  the  essential  elements  have  been  made  integral 
parts. 


I do  not  understand  why  ^r.  ^c^wan,  et  al,  cannot 


see  that  Dr.  Stevenson1 s resignation  ought  not  to  be  expected 
until  it  is  properly  related  to  and  made  a part  of  a thoroughly 
constructive  effort  to  re-establish  peace  and  order  in  Princeton 
Seminary. 


I am  most  fearful  that  what  the  majority  of  the 


Board  of  Directors  are  not  only  working  for,  but  are  expecting,  is 
to  maintain  the  two  Board  control  practically  as  it  exists  at  present 
under  the  present  charter  and  plan,  and  with  no  alterations  of  any 


consequence.  Many  of  the  majority  are  st’ongly  in  favor  of  a 


Seminary  without  a President.  A long  step  toward  this  ideal  would 
be,  of  course,  the  retirement  of  President  Stevenson  and  his  acceptance 
of  the  Chair  of  Homiletics. 


As  I wrote  you  some  days  ago,  I will  let  you  know  about 


the  date  of  our  Group  meeting  as  soon  as  I obtain  something  definite  from 
Dr.  McEwan* 


fryer  flff eet.-i  rvnft-l-g'Hr  irnnrg 


Stated  Clerk 
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Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave., 
New  York  City. 


/3  qCo^X  of 

FRANKFORD  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
FRANKFORO  AVE.  AND  CHURCH  ST. 
PHILADELPHIA 


F.D. 


July  28,  1928. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I have  read  and  re-read  your  letter  of  July  26th, 
and  am  deeuly  impressed  with  its  contents.  I find  myself  heartily 
in  accord  with  practically  everything  that  you  say,  and  largely 
through  it  I am  more  hopeful  of  the  outcome,  though  the  problem 
as  you  state  it  is  a difficult,  almost  an  impossible  one.  I 
agree  that  no  reorganization  of  administration  or  shifting  about 
of  Professors  will  get  anywhere  so  long  as  there  are  personal 
differences  and  lack  of  confidence  among  those  who  administer 
and  teach. 

How  would  it  be  for  you  to  formulate  a letter,  stating 
that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Group  to  deal  with  the  matter  in 
a comprehensive  way?  But  as  a preliminary  step,  a step  that  is 
necessary  before  anything  of  a permanent  character  can  be  accomp- 
lished, we  ask  that  these  men,  the  four  whom  we  have  named,  shall 
each  seek  of  the  other  such  a reconciliation  as  shall  certainly 
place  them  upon  a basis  of  friendship  and  willingness  to  cooperate, 
so  far  aspersonal  matters  are  concerned,  in  the  service  of  Christ 
and  the  work  of  the  Seminary.  When  you  have  formulated  this  letter, 
and  we  have  agreed  as  to  its  contents,  then  both  of  us  sign  it  and 
send  it  to  each  of  these  men.  I am  sure  that  the  letter  which  you 
construct  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

I am  exceedingly  anxious  as  I know  you  are  that  we  shall 
make  haste,  so  that  the  work  of  the  Seminary  may  be  resumed  in  its 
normal  way. 

I am  leaving  on  Monday  for  Maine,  but  my  mail  vrill  be 
forwarded  to  me,  and  I shall  always  be  accessible. 

With  kindest  regards,  I am 


very  cordially  yours, 


Tra-Z-TV' 


i 
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RECEIVED 

AUG  1 1 1928 


j Post  card  ackdmant 
0/11/23 


State  of  New  Jersey 
Edward  L.  Katzenbach 
Attorney  General 


Trenton,  N.J.,  August  10,  1928. 


Dr,  Robert  E.  Speer,  Secretary, 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions , 

156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City, 

My  dear  Friend: 

I will  not  be  able  to  arrange  a conference  with  you  for 
at  least  two  weeks.  Perhaps  it  might  be  altogether  better  if  I 
suggest  that  I should  meet  with  you  sometime  after  the  middle  of 
September.  If  Dr.  Mudge  would  care  to  be  present  at  the  time 
that  would  be  entirely  agreeable  to  me,  as  I always  liked  him 
very  much.  The  letter  which  I wrote  you  the  other  day  indicated 
that  I would  be  immediately  available  to  meet  you,  but  circumstances 
have  altered  somewhat,  and  I cannot  do  so  just  at  present.  From 
what  I understand  of  your  letter,  it  will  perhaps  mate  no  material 
difference  to  you. , 

Meantime,  with  kind  regards,  I am 


elk/s 


WYONEGONIC  INN 

NORTH  BRIDGTON.  MAINE 


PATRONS  ARE  REQUESTED  TO  FAVOR  THE  COMPANY  BY  CRITICISM  AND  SUGGESTION  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE  1201 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a full-rate 
Telegram  or  Cable- 
gram unless  its  de- 
ferred character  is  in- 
dicated by  a suitable 
sign  above  or  preced- 
ing the  address. 


WESTERN 
UNION 


J.  C.  WILLEVER,  FIRST  VICE-PRES 


The  filing  time  aa  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  aa  shown  on  all  messages,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

Received  at  Acknowledged  8/l5/l2G 

(g1  93CC  4S  56  NL  XU  stating  copy  had  beon  sent 

• r to  I)r#  spear  - S.C.B. 

BUCKHILLFALLS  PENN  AUG  14  1928 


DR  R £ SPEER 


156  FIFTH  AVE  NEWYORK  NY 

CHAIRMAN  MCEWAN  DIRECTS  POSTPONMENT  OF  MEETING  APPOINTED  FOR  AUGUST 
TWENTY  EIGHT  UNTIL  \^EK  BEGINNING  SEPTEMBER  NINTH  HE  REQUESTS  EACH 
MEMBER  OF  GROUP  TO  WIRE  UNDERSIGNED  WHAT  DAY  OF  SAID  WEEK  HE  DEEMS 
MOST  CONVENIENT  FOR  NEXT  GROUP  MEET  I NG  LETTER  FOLLOWS  EXPLAINING  REASON 

FOR  POSTPONMENT  OF  OUR  NEXT  MEETING  UNTIL  SEPTEMBER  PLEASE  WIRE  ME  AT 
BUCKHILLFALLS  PENNSYLVANIA 


LEWIS  S MUDGE 


349P 


THE  QUICKEST,  SUREST  AND  SAFEST  WAY  TO  SEND  MONEY  IS  BY  TELEGRAPH  OR  CABLE 


$resrt)j>terian  Cfjurcf)  in 

tfje  ?Hntteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

General  office 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

STATED  CLERK 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Copies  sent  to  Dr.  ilcEwan  and  Dr.  Iftidge 


ugui't  20,  1928 


•2V • John  B.  Laird, 
315  rank  ford  -eime 
• hil:-dOlphiHt  ?&• 


Ky  dt»r  or.  Laird  t 

I va.  very  sorry  to  loom  from  your  neice  yesterday  of  your  very 

ra  ; be?  no  recurrence  of  the  suffering. 

1 V&.&  away  froia  Ho*  or  all  e<&  and  did  not  receive  until  thi« 

, , i ty.  . ; , «no  i h' vo  redraftC"-  the  repose*.  letter 

torS“6fourrtiS!rs  of  thf  faculty  Incorporating  rur  mg6»»MBn  and  rttaOh^' 

Tlteo  draft  hereto  a>  a postscript.  Ill  you  I ?U  aeo  & over  It  and «V 
further  cuggastlons  and  let  me  have  it  hade  before  the  end  of  the  seek? 

„ -«««»«  ■<“*'  z sr 

sya*  ssl  «.  -«*■“*  - > — « •- « 

or  th  t Dr.  should  do  so  in  bohnlf  of  the  l^olo  group 


;ith  warm  regard. 


Very  oruinlly  youre. 


:7l 


?.£•  - 


Dr.  i teverson, 
r.  ’rdaan 
D.  . rmstrong 

Dr.  Knohen 

IK’fcr  Friende: 

in  Tune  a.  ain't*  a group  o‘  six  member.  of  the  Hoard  to  f tady  tte  .rahle^.  na.^ 
before  V e Bo  rd  by  aotio:.  of  the  .'-eneral  . r r.embly  « na  o * »hioh  h v.  *ri  i«n 

i eon  ~ot  alble  a com;  rehensive  plan  for  meeting  *h»*1*^J  ^ 

-v,.  -Mia  r Xic  for  a».urlng  Its  future  h-rt,ony  nd  .fflclenty  . m i » 

sr-rsr  °<  «.*■  ■«-»*««»>  •- ** -v^rx:  .«». 

the  trou^ht  th  t the  task  is  an  .ae;  or  simple  one.  It  rwognl.ee  th*  man.  *.r 
end  erplexlng  ele®e*  ts  are  Snrolrec. 


ev  Jr?hn  B.  L*'>  rd,  .3. 


- 2 - 


ugust  20 , 1926 


Ba*  the  group  believes  thftt  some  ti  ;nge  In  th©  problem  re  clear  nd 
simple.  Ko  solution  can  be  found,  whatever  !s  done,  unl»  f a th  breaches  n the 
faculty  can  be  healed  awl  unless  t o aonbers  of  the  faculty  can  *ork  together  in 
unity  and  trust.  'e  do  not  kno.’  ho#  this  can  be  brought  about  but  we  hope  thi^t 
it  can  and  we  believe  that  it  mr,t» 

We  two  members  of  the  group  who  *ign  this  are  making  oold  to  *.ek  you 
four  to  whom  this  letter  is  addressee  if  you  ill  net,  onu  or  borne  or  all  of  you 
tf>e  the  lead  in  effecting  a complete  reconciliation  in  th.  faculty*  vith  any  ex- 
prescient  of  sorrow  or  forgiveness  or  true  uatt  era  tending  th  t may  be  involve : 
t.mong  your  selves?  la  this  not  the  right  Christian  method  of  dealing  with  the 

situation  according  to  our  Lord**  word  - l^tthew  YjPD-24  and  E'tthew  &YIXXtl5? 

e do  not  tay  that  there  re  j.ot  other  things  tfc^.t  should  b done, 
we  think  that  thor*  ate  and.  that  the  Board  of  Directors  shoul-  deal  with  t en, 
but  is  thie  not  the  first  thing  and  if  this  were  dona  would  ot  all  else  be  su.de 
fHT  oHcier?  nd  this  being  done  it  eee&re  to  u©  that  t,h«  ®ro up  appointed  by  the 
irectors  will  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  recommend  to  the  Bo  rd  such  changes  md 
readjustments  In  the  fuiminifctration  and  teaching  of  the  .seminary  ae  will  nort  surely 
make  for  concord  • nd  efficiency. 

; e make  this  a peal  in  grer.t  earnestness  ©nd  • • ay-r  and  humility  for  the 
sake  of  the  . Cfillissy  and  for  the  sake  of  the  Church  nd  ?©  believe  for  Chrlr.tfs  cake. 


? nir  »5n  ore  friends. 


Duplicate 


August  £0,  1928 


ev.  w .L.  Me  an,  D.D. 
Sov.  Lewis  S.  2-!adge»  D.D* 


Dear  Friends? 

I have  heard  from  I)r.  Laird  with  regard  to  the  proposed  letter  to  *>«  cent 
to  pr.  Stevenson.  Pr.  Erdman.  Pr.  Armstrong  and  Dr.  lichen.  He  ..rites  ae  foil  « 

"I  have  your  letter  and  an  glad  to  sign  it  with  you  and  aend  it 

to  the  g^l’have  thought  that  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  letter 

Should  he  Se  a little  more  definite.  X do  not  v ant  these  to  whom  he 
letter  is  addressed,  or  any  other*.  to  get  the  lmyre:  sion  that  to  bring 
rbout  what  the  le'ter  contemplates  is  our  whole  task  in  order  to  put  the 
seminary  on  a harmoniously  working  basis.  iMs  Is  fundamental  but  in 
my  Judgment  it  is  not  sufficient.  ould  it  not  be  well  to  fay  in  that 
four th^Tn r agr ; .ph  - Th  t this  being  done  the  group  will  be  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed to  recommend  to  the  Bo;  rd  such  changes  .old  readjustments  in  the  «4- 
minietration  and  teaching  as  will  pWst  surely  make  for  concord  and  ef- 

iioienoy.^  ^ ^ Btatement  as  the  above  that  I would  like  to  have 

embodieu  n^the  lett  ner  the  leUer  goeB  out  the  better.  You  are  au- 
thorised S affix  my  name.  1 hope,  however,  that  you  will  see  your  way 
to  include  in  the  letter  the  sentiment  I have  exprersed. 

In  accordance  with  his  suggestion  1 have  redrafted  the  letter  and 
enclose  a copy  of  my  letter  of  today  to  Dr.  Laird  embodying  his  proposed  re- 
vision in  the  letter  to  these  members  of  the  faculty. 

A6  you  see  Dr.  Laird  suggests  that  the  sooner  the  . lette r , *®tter 
I v ould  raise  again  the  question  accordingly  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for 

2tSf  “«£«  mh  ».*> «.  r».  * »-» »*  *“ 

bility  at  once  of  doing  so,  making  such  changes  as  may  teem  to  him  wise. 

I am  going  away  again  at  the  end  of  this  eek  to  be  gone  for  several 
weeks  and  if  Laird  r.Sd  1 are  to  sign  the  letter  I should  hear  from  both  of 
you  by  Friday  morning. 

With  regard  to  the  proposed  meeting  of  th.  , 

in  you:  judynant , however,  a meeting  is  necessary  I could  come  for  September 
15th  or  14th. 


With  regard  to  a conference  with  Attorney  General  Katzenbach,  I have 
received  the  following  letter  from  him: 

"1  would  not  be  able  to  arrange  a conference  with  you  for  at 
least  tko  weeks.  Perhaps  it  might  be  altogether  better  if  I suggest 
that  1 should  meet  with  you  some  time  after  the  middle  of  September. 

If  Dr.  IJudge  would  care  to  be  present  at  the  time  that  would  be  en- 
tirely agreeable  to  me,  as  I always  liked  him  very  much.  Ihe  letter 
which  1 wrote  you  the  other  day  indicated  that  I would  be  immediately 
available  to  meet  you,  but  circumstances  have  altered  somewhat,  and  I cannot 
do  so  just  at  present.  Prom  what  1 understand  of  your  letter,  it  will 
perhaps  make  no  material  difference  to  you. 

If  the  meeting  of  our  group  is  called  for  September  13th  or  14th, 
would  it  not  be  well  if  at  least  Dr.  ttudge  and  I should  a*  range  to  see  Dr.  fCatzen- 
bach  if  possible  before  our  meeting. 

1 gather  from  one  of  Dr.  Mge’n  last  letters  that  he  doubts  whether 
we  can  go  much  further  until  we  have  first  had  a conference  with  the  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Is  there  any  possibility  of  such  a meeting  in  the 
near  future? 

I am  sending  t is  letter  in  duplicate  to  each  of  you  at  both  of  your 
addresses  - to  Dr.  MeDwan  at  l.fe adville.  Pa.  and  The  stony  Brook  assembly.  Stony 
Brook,  Long  Island;  and  to  Dr.  Uudge  at  Buckhill  Balls  and  at  the  v itherspoon 

Building. 


With  warm  rega  rd. 


Sincerely  yours. 


PES/B 


CABLE  ADDRESS:  "INCULCATE  NEW  YORK" 


TELEPHONE  WATKINS  6191 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  U.  S.  A. 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK 


OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


August  20,  1928 


Rev.  John  B.  Laird,  D.D., 
4315  Frank ford  Avenue 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


My  dear  Dr.  Laird: 


I was  very  sorry  to  learn  from  your  neice  yesterday  of  your  very 


painful  attack  of  inflamatory  rheumatism  which  had  held  you  up  here  in  the  city 
on  your  way  home.  I trust  that  you  have  got  home  now  in  comfort  and  that  there 
may  be  no  recurrence  of  the  suffering. 


I was  away  from  New  York  all  week  and  did  not  receive  until  this 


morning  your  letter  of  August  11th  from  Maine.  I have  redrafted  the  proposed  letter 
to  the  four  members  of  the  faculty  incorporating  your  suggestion  and  attach  the  re- 
vised draft  hereto  as  a postscript.  Will  you  please  go  over  it  and  make  any 
further  suggestions  and  let  me  have  it  back  before  the  end  of  the  week? 


In  order  that  we  may  make  sure  that  v/e  are  acting  wisely  I am  ven- 


turing to  send  a copy  of  the  letter  as  now  revised  both  to  Dr.  McBvan  and  to  Dr. 
Madge  to  ask  them  whether  they  think  that  it  is  best  that  you  and  I should  sign  it 
or  that  Dr.  McEwan  should  do  so  in  behalf  of  the  whole  group? 


With  warm  regard 


Very  cordially  yours. 


bss/b 


Dr.  Stevenson 


Dear  Friends; 


As  you  know  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seminary  at  a special  meeting 


in  June  appointed  a group  of  six  members  of  the  Board  to  study  the  problems  now 
before  the* Board  by  action  of  the  General  Assembly  and  to  report  to  the  Board  as 
soon  as  possible  a comprehensive  plan  for  meeting  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen 
in  the  Seminary  and  for  assuring  its  future  harmony  and  efficiency  . The  group 
realizes  the  gravity  of  responsibility  and  it  does  not  deceive  itself  with 

the  thought  that  the  task  is  an  easy  or  simple  one.  It  recognizes  that  many  serious 
and  perplexing  elements  are  involved. 


Itev  John  B.  Laird,  D.D 


August  20,  1928 


- 2 - 


But  the  group  believes  that  some  things  in  the  problem  are  clear  and 
simple.  No  solution  can  be  found,  whatever  is  done,  unless  the  breaches  in  the 
faculty  can  be  healed  and  unless  the  members  of  the  faculty  can  work  together  in 
unity  and  trust.  We  do  not  know  how  this  can  be  brought  about  but  we  hope  that 
it  can  and  we  believe  that  it  must. 

We  two  members  of  the  group  who  sign  this  are  making  bold  to  ask  you 
four  to  whom  this  letter  is  addressed  if  you  will  not,  one  or  some  or  all  of  you 
take  the  lead  in  effecting  a complete  reconciliation  in  the  faculty,  with  any  ex- 
pressions of  sorrow  or  forgiveness  or  true  understanding  that  may  be  involved 
among  yourselves?  Is  this  not  the  right  Christian  method  of  dealing  with  the 
situation  according  to  our  Lord's  word  - Matthew  Vs23-24  and  Matthew  XVIII :15? 

We  do  not  say  that  there  are  not  other  things  that  should  be  done. 

We  think  that  there  are  and  that  the  Board  of  Directors  should  deal  v/ith  them, 
but  is  this  not  the  first  thing  and  if  this  were  done  would  not  all  else  be  made 
far  easier?  And  this  being  done  it  seems  to  us  that  the  group  appointed  by  the 
Directors  will  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  recommend  to  the  Boerd  such  changes  and 
readjustments  in  the  administration  and  teaching  of  the  Seminary  as  will  most  surely 
make  for  concord  and  efficiency. 

Y/e  make  this  a_ peal  in  great  earnestness  and  prayer  and  humility  for  the 
sake  of  the  Seminary  and  for  the  sake  of  the  Church  and  we  believe  for  Christ's  sake. 


Your  sincere  friends 


yvn  £. 


THE  STONY  BROOK  ASSEMBLY  HOTELS 
STONY  BROOK.  LONG  ISLAND 

NEW  YORK  ^ £ 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


August  22,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


21i' 


5) 


$ 


My  dear  Bobby: - 

Your  letter  dated  August  20  and  addressed  to 
Dr.  ^cEwan  and  me  is  just  received.  I warmly  approve  of  the  . 

contents  of  the  letter  prepared  by  Dr.  Laird  and  you  for  transmission 
to  Drs • Stevenson,  Erdman,  Armstrong  and  Machen. 

Furthermore,  I am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  you 
are  right  in  believc^that  it  will  be  better  for  Dr.^cEwan  to  send  this 
letter  on  behalf  of  ttie  whole  ^roup  than  for  Dr.  taird  and  you  to  . 
transmit  it  over  your  signatures.  it  would  seem  to  me  that  tms 

letter,  over  Dr.  ^cEwan's  signature,  as  the  duly  elected  chairman  of 
the  officially  appointed  Group  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  would  of 
necessity  carry  more  weight  than  the  same  letter  when  sent  over  the 
signature  of  two  individual  members  of  the  Group  even  though  said  two 
members  may  be  considered  a sub-committee  of  the  Group. 

With  reference  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Group  of 
Six,  I find  an  unfortunate  difference  of^opinion  as  to  the  most 
desirable  day  during  the  week  beginning  sept,  9.  Dr.  Finney  will 

not  return  from  Nova  Scotia  in  time  to  mdet  with  us  that  week  a-d 
: Dr  Warfield  will  be  so  occupied  at  Wilson  College  during  the  following 
week  that  Dr.  Finney's  suggestion  for  meeting  then  seems  impracticable. 
Furthermore,  to  postpone  the  meeting  beyond  the  limits  of  the  week 
beginning  September  9 seems  unfortunate,  unless  absolutely  necessary. 
So°far  as  I can  gather  from  letters  received,  September  13  and  14 
1 are  possible  dates,  for  all  the  members  of  the  committee,  excepting 
Dr.  Finney,  are,  for  the  members  other  than  yourself,  not  the  most 

1 desired  dates.  However,  I see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  assemble  on 

either  September  13  or  September  14  as  suggested  by  you,  as  no  one  of 
the  ^roup,  excepting  Dr.  Finney,  has  declared  absolute  inability  so  far 
as  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  dates  is  concerned. 

b Please,  therefore,  be  so  kind  as  to  wire  me  to  Buck 

] Hill  Falls  upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  which  of  these  dates,  namely 
^ September  13  and  September  14,  you  personally  prefer  for  the  next 
1 meeting  of  our  Group  and,  upon  the  basis  of  the  authority  conferred 
IJ  upon  me  by  Dr.  McEwan,  I will  call  a meeting  of  the  Group  for  the  date 
you  name  in  your  telegram. 


mt 


Clrnrcf)  in  tf )t  Unite*  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  TFIE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


Executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
stated  Clerk 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
5 1 4 WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  8/22/28  - 2 

X note  what  you  say  in  your  letter  of  August  20 
addressed  to  Dr.  McBwan  and  me  regarding  a conference  with  Attorney 
General  KatzenbacE.  I mil  gladly  call  with  you  to  see  the 

Attorney  Ueneral  on  any  date  you  may  select  m eptember.  I suggest, 
however,  in  view  of  the  questions  we  are  likely  to  present  to  him  for 
his  opinion,  that  it  will  be  well  to  have  in  our  company  someone  of 
our  ^roup  who  has  been  associated  with  the  two  board  control  view. 

Probably  Dr.  Daird  would  be  available  to  accompany 


us . 


Ever  affectionately  yours. 


Stated  Clerk 


FRANKFORD  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
FRANKFORD  AVE.  AND  CHURCH  ST. 
PHILADELPHIA 


August  22,  1928. 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. 

156  Fifth  Ave.f 
ITew  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I finally  reached  Philadelphia,  and  have 
been  confined  to  my  rrom  with  a rather  stubborn  attack 
of  inflammatory  rheumatism.  There  are  now  however,  some 
evidences  of  it’s  abatement,  and  I have  good  hopes  of 
being  around  again  in  a few  days.  I thank  you  for  your 
very  great  interest  as  expressed  in  your  letter,  and  to 
my  niece,  who  heard  you  with  so  great  pleasure  on  Sunday 
Morning,  preaching  on  the  declarations  of  our  Saviour. 
"Thou  Art:"  Thou  Shalt  Be." 

I have  read  carefully  the  suggested 
letter  and  approve  of  it  in  it*s  entirety.  I am  return- 
ing it  herewith,  and  will  be  happy  to  sign  it  with  you, 
or  just  as  happy  to  have  it  sent  over  Dr.  McEwan’s  name. 


Rev.  Lewie  S.  Kludge , D.D. 
Buck  Hill  Falls,  Pa. 


August  27,  1928 


My  dear  Dr.  Midge: 

Your  two  letters  of  August  24th  are  received  - one  enclosing 
le  ter  from  Dr.  I'.cEwan^,  and  the  other  addressed  to  the  Members  of  the  Group  of 
Eix,  regarding  the  date  for  a meeting  of  the  group. 

1 think  Dr.  Speer's  letter  of  ugust  24th  to  you,  enclosing  copies 
of  letters  to  Mr.  Katzenbach  and  Dr.  Laird,  may  in  part  answer  these  letter  but  since 
he  will  only  be  at  Lakeville  until  tomorrow  evening  I am  forwarding  the  same  to  him 
for  his  information. 


Sincerely  yours, 

( Mrs » C • P. ) 

Office  of  Dr.  Robert  E.  ^peer 


B 


Cije  Presbyterian  Cburcb  tn  tfje  Hmteti  States!  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D 
STATED  CLERK 
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GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


August  24 j 

TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GROUP  OF  SIX: 

Dear  Brethren:- 

Last  evening  the  undersigned  sent  a Night  Letter  to  each  ox 
vou  stating  that  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  a well  attended 
Meeting  oAhe  Group  during  the  period  of  September  9th  - September  23rd, 
inclusive  (still  later  information  extended  this  period  three  days,  to 
September  26,  inclusive).  During  this  period  there  was  no  day  on 

which  more  than  four  of  our  number  could  conveniently  convene  for  business. 

As  our  next  meeting  ought  to  be  of  considerable  importance  it 
is  certainly  undesirable  to  spend  time  and  money  in  assembling  when  the 
results  achieved  would  be  of  relatively  small  moment.  Moreover,  your 

Secretary  is  doubtful  whether  it  is  worth  while  for  °ur  Group  to  meet 
until  several  of  the  lines  of  investigation,  already  initiated,  have 
been  carried  to  reasonably  successful  conclusions.  Your  secretary  has 

in  mind: 

First.  Dr.  "“cEwan's  conference  with  Mr.  Dickie  of  Pittsburgh. 

Second.  The  conference  of  Dr.  Speer,  et  al,  with  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Third.  The  meeting  of  our  Group  as  a Conference  Committee 
appointed  by  the  President  of  our  Board  of  Directors,  with  the  Conference 
committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  as  requested  by  our  Board  at 
its  meeting  last  June. 

Fourth,  The  report  upon  the  results  obtained  from  the  sending 
to  the  Faculty  of  the  Seminary  or  to  selected  members  of  the  same  of  the 
letter  prepared  by  Drs.  Speer  and  Laird. 

Will  we  not  best  make  substantial  progress  by  pressing  on  along 
these  four  lines  before  assembling  to  report  upon  results.  specially 

would  I make  bold  to  urge  the  importance  of  our  Chairman  securing  ac in- 
ference with  the  representatives  of  the  Board  of  trustees. . Dr.  Baird 
and  I cannot  report  on  ways  and  means  relating  to  the  continuance  of  wo 
Board  control  until  this  conference  is  held. 

Awaiting  from  each  of  you  such  comments  upon  the  above  as  may 
seem  to  you  to  be  helpful,  believe  me 


Yours  sincerely. 


Stated  Clerk" 


J. 
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August  24,  1928 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  ^ve  • , 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Bobby: - 

Enclosed  please  find  a letter  received  recently 
from  Dr.  ^ksEwan.  When  you  have  read  it  kindly  return  it  for  our 
files. 

I do  not  know  what  Dr.  ^cEwan  has  written  to  you  wioh 
reference  to  the  proposed  letter  prepared  by  Dr.  Laird  and  you,  for 
this  reason  I am  sending  you  Dr.  McEwan*s  letter. 

I await  your  action  in  this  matter,  however,  it  would  seem  clear 
that  if  Dr.  ^kiEwan*  s suggestions  are  to  be  followed  in  them  entirety, 
this  letter  should  be  submitted  to  all  the  members  of  our  Group  for 
their  approval  before  it  is  sent  to  the  Faculty,  or  to  selected 
members  thereof,  over  Dr.  ivicEwan's  signature  as  our  chairman. 

I am  writing  you  this  letter  from  Buck  Hill  Falls 
where  I expect  to  be  continuously  until  September  7. 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


£• 
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August  28th,  1928 


Dr,  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  AVe., 

New  York,  N.  Y , 


My  dear  Bobby: - 

Your  letter  of  , August  24th,  with  its  enclosures  has 
reached  me  here  at  Buck  Hill  Falls.  Thank  you  for  sharing  with  me 
your  letter  to  the  Attorney  Ueneral  of  N.  J.,  and  your  letter  to  Dr.  Laird 

dated  ^ugust  24. 

A letter  from  Dr.  Daird  to  me,  under  date  of  August  28, 
urging  a meeting  of  our  Group  for  September  20,  is  enclosed.  T am. 
also  enclosing  a copy  of  my  reply  to  Dr.  Laird  in  response  to  the 
suggestion. 

I will  inform  you  immediately  when  the  next  meeting  of  our 
Group  is  planned. 

I trust  that  you  will  have  a good  rest  during  the  weeks 
immediately  before  you.  uertainly  your  indefatigable  labors  warrant 

your  obtaining  a real  vacation. 

Ever  affectionately, 

& s. 

Stated  Clerk 


FRANKFQRD  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
FRANKFORD  AVE.  AND  CHURCH  ST. 
PHILADELPHIA 


August  28,  1928. 


The  Rev.  Lewis  S.  Mudge,  L.D., 

Buck  Hill  Rail s,  Penna. 

Dear  Dr.  Mudge: 

I am  in  the  city  today,  and  have  your  telegrams 

and  «ettStS  gef<TregrIttgreatirthese°postponements?U 

i=  clear  in  »y  mind why «e  didnot  me « *u g 

I learned  yesterday  that  September  for  M,  j 

and  Dr.  McEwan.  This  d rather  than  the 

?as^.“ws?«»  £3.2... 

sis“irsrs*^-“ 

a group  appointed,  snouia  immediate  reconstruc- 

gfn’of  ^ “.S;  that  a meeting  of  our 

ext  vear.  Let  us  have  this  group  meeting  as  s°on  a 

anymore  postponements. 


Very  Cordially  Yours, 


Qtfje  Presbyterian  Cfjurct)  tn  tfje  ®mteb  states  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
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GENERAL  OFFICE 
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u.ust  23th»  1920 


<Xolixi  Ls.3.J*(i5  D»  * a 
Frar&ford  Pr«sbyfcerian  Church, 

Fr&nkford  Aye.  atid  Church  St*# 

Philadelphia#  ?a*# 

1-iy  dear  Xiairds* 

Ycur  latter  of  August  SO  is  3ust  r©c«iv®d*  So  cma  is 
nore  restive  than  2 o^er  the  lack  of  progress  ou  Group  ox  Six  xs  imping 
in'  the  important  tasks  assigned  it* 

X have  devoted  a very  considerable  number  of  hoars  of  ay 
suaaer  vaaation  to  correspondence  in  an  endeavor  to  advance  the  *?r* 
of  our  Group.  30  far  as  ny  conscience  is  my  judge.  I ±*®1  1 * * * 

Imve  left  no  stone  unturned  to  secure  progress.  It  seaa,  new/ever , 
that  advance  has  been  blocked  os  every  side. 

The  mooting  of  August  28  ms  abandoned,  first,  because  it 
sensed  probable  that  only  Dr.  >eSM  and  you  and  I could  poesitly  be 
present;  and  second,  because  there  seemed  no  real  business  that  L.ose 
assembled  could  transact  if  the  cet# 

so  far  as  I know  w,  it  ie  probable  that  all  of  tbemrbers 

of  our  Group  could  a •**  r«  ***&*}&.  r.  «**•!*• 

however,  has  cad®  an  earnest  request  that  we  do  not  aeet  brtnnbn®  16tn 
and  26th  as  his  college  duties  are  so  imperative  over  that  pwiod^s 
to  make  it  impossible  for  bin  to  he  with  us.  *a  vie®  o,  n.i.  earnest 

request  to  this  effect,  we  have  besitaued  to  call  a ^fV^ield'e 

t>©Tiod*  If*  feovror,  it  should  seem  desirable#  in  spiw©  ox  Dt*  6 

. scessary  absence,  to  gather,  l aw  heartily  in  aynpathy  with  having  that 
235© ting  on  5«pt©niber  SOth  as  you  suggest* 

I wonder  whether  you  would  be  willing  to  write  to  %.  -'afield 

and  obtain  his  reaction  to  the  suggestion  that  we  shouid  hold  the  eeetiix^ 

an  September  20  la  his  necessary  absence.  Ifi^isa^reeabie  *•»»•» 

an  arrangement  as  above  remarked,  I believe  that  the  other  five  wtoere 

of  the  Group  dould  be  gotten  together  on  September  2u. 
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B*t.  John  E.  Laird,  3>.  D„  3/29/28  - (2) 


1 have  been  sorry  bo  le&rn  frosi  a letter  received 
from  Dr*  ^oBwan  that  you  have  not  boon  well.  * earnestly  hope 
that  you  are  quite  your 3© If  again* 

With  every  good  wish  and  assuring  you  of  m y earnest 
eagerness  to  finish  the  woxfc  mted  to  our  Group,  believe  si® 

Yours  sincerely* 


Stated  Clerk 


August  31,  1928 


Bev.  illiara  L.  McEwan,  D*D* 
Meadville,  Pa. 


dear  r.  icE.  ail: 

nr.  Madge  has  sent  me  ft  letter  which  he  had  received  from  hr . 
Laird  and  I here  a TttlT  f S^.mLX  oAhe  Demina- 

«■£■*  f t , « .« «, «. - «»  ~ 

in  ?oar  leadership  in  the  matter,  please  let  me  .now. 

I «M1  endeavor  to  see  Attorney  General  Kfttzenbsch  before  the 
I **11  enueavu  a9  to  , hen  that  meeting 

next  meeting  of  our  group  end  w-  “■  ^ .. an  appointment  with  Kr. 
will  be  as  soon  as  possible  so  that  I an  ar.esiB* 

Kat&enhach. 

TU  accordance  with  the  understanding  with  which  we  adjourned 

=n  «,»,  i fj":  “g-  “,'nS3"  r«S  to  hi. 

desired  to  to,  -MM*-*  to  h«4l»  to  J«  d«Pi»* 

on  the  subject  prior  to  our  mooting,  iwtwe 
of  both  letters  of  July  lltn  ,.nd  July  aOth. 

t ex  ect  to  be-  away  from  Kew  York  this  month  °f  ^ptember,  or 
a good  part  of  it,  and  will  have  to  come  bach  from  Now  England  speoi.lly  »» 

meeting,  but  will  do  so  if  necessary* 

» *■ .sns1^ 

ss*  .r^j^srr^to- *-  ** 

r,  — - — * «• 

With  WfflMft  regard. 


v our  sincere  friend. 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON.  NEW  JERSEY 


PRESIDENT  S ROOM 


September  4,  1928. 


My  dear  Robert 

Your  letter  of  August  24th,  so  full  of  sympathetic  solicitude 
and  good  will,  has  been  given  earnest  and  prayerful  thought.  My  first 
impulse  was  to  propose  a conference  of  the  four  Faculty  members  to  whom 
you  and  J)r.  MoEv/an  have  written,  that  is  Drs.  Hodge,  Armstrong,  Erdman 
and  myself.  1 would  be  quite  willing  to  take  the  initiative  and  invite 
such  a conference  could  1 be  persuaded  that  real  good  would  come  of  it. 

The  four  of  us,  so  far  as  our  personal  relations  are  concerned,  could  in 
a superficial  way,  meet  as  friends,  have  congenial  fellowship,  and  yet 
back  of  it  all  would  be  differing  opinions  and  attitudes  as  to  Seminary 
troubles  and  problems*  Dr*  Macartney  once  declared  that  the  agitation 
in  Princeton  Seminary  is  a repercussion  of  what  has  been  going  on  in  the 
Church,  and  while  the  Directors  have  no  doubt  been  influenced  by  the 
spirit  of  the  Faculty,  on  the  other  hand,  the  majority  of  the  Directors 
have  tolerated  and  encouraged  a situation  wherein  professors  have  been 
permitted  to  sit  in  judgment  on  their  colleagues  and  discriminate  against 
them.  According  to  the  Plan  the  responsibility  for  the  spirit  of  the 
seminary  rests  primarily,  if  not  wholly,  with  the  Directors,  if  a father 
and  mother  are  at  variance  and  in  consequence  the  children  become  divided, 
the  way  to  reunite  the  family  circle  is  not  for  the  parents  to  call  upon 
the  sons  and  daughters  to  adjust  their  differences  first.  The  situation 
in  the  Faculty  is  a counterpart  of  the  mind  and  temper  which  has  taken 
possession  of  the  Directors.  Any  agitation  or  bitterness  which  has  arisen 
in  the  Faculty  has  been  condoned,  if  not  endorsed  by  the  partisan  spirit 
of  men  belonging  to  the  governing  Board.  I have  recently  received  an 
insulting  letter  from  such  an  one  who  as  a Director  is  in  close  association 
with  Faculty  members,  encouraging  them  to  mutiny  against  the  President 
and  to  rebellion  against  the  Boards  and  Agencies  of  the  Church  and  against 
the  General  Assembly  itself. 

The  Faculty  members  are  the  creatures  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
and  reflect  the  animus  of  that  body,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  futile  to 
attempt  reconciliation,  good  will  and  close  harmony  among  the  professors 
if  those  higher  up  are  encouraging  a spirit  of  bitterness  and  alienation, 
to  say  nothing  of  vindictiveness. 

As  President  of  the  Seminary  I have  tried  in  conference  and 
in  prayer  to  conciliate  the  one  Faculty  member  who  hs  he  himself  concedes 
has  been  the  occasion  for  the  agitation  here  in  the  Seminary.  Dr*  McCune, 
at  the  instigation  of  the  students  and  supported  by  their  united  prayers, 
tried  to  serve  as  a mediator  in  connection  with  a special  day  of  prayer. 

Dr.  Thompson’s  Committee  with  the  utmost  gentleness,  patience  and  firmness 
tried  to  induce  the  socalled  majority  of  the  Faculty  to  concede  the  ortho- 
doxy and  loyalty  of  their  colleagues,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Those  who 
have  held  out  against  any  healing  of  the  breach  have  been  conscious  of  the 
support  of  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

if  you  and  Dr.  McEwan  could  come  in  the  name  of  a united  Board 


t! lf)t  Ihresifipterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  tfje  fllmteb  States!  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Moderator 

REV.  HUGH  KELSO  WALKER.  D.D.. 

LOS  ANGELES,  CAL. 

514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

n n. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

stated  clerk 

LEWIS  S.  MUDGE.  D.D.,  LL.D. 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 

VICE-MODERATOR 

REV.  JOSEPH  M.  BROADY.  D.D. 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. 

October  6,1928 

Treasurer 

REAL  ESTATE-LAND  TITLE  AND  TRUST  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

/> 

Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,N.Y. 

My  dear  Bobby: 

I have  your  letter  of  October  4th,  written 
in  my  office.  I am  very  sorry  that  my  engagement  at 
Newville,  Pennsylvania,  prevented  my  being  on  hand  to 
greet  you.  I have  taken  note  of  your  suggestions  as  to 
changes  in  the  report  of  Group  Meeting  No,  4.  The  record 
you  desire  made  of  Dr.  Erdman’s  letter  to  you  I will, 
of  course,  insert. 

I do  not  like  the  phrase  "a  form  of  words"  any 
more  than  you  do.  I was  endeavoring  in  its  use,  however, 
to  be  as  non-committal  as  possible  for  fear  I might  use 
some  adjective  which  would  offend  someone. 

Your  suggestion  as  to  Sheet  12,  Paragraph  5, 
is  excellent.  Yesterday  I was  in  Trenton  on  other  business 
and  stopped  in  at  Mr.  Katzenbach's  office.  Fortunately 
though  he  was  out  I was  able  to  confer  v/ith  Mr.  Rudner.  I 
brought  to  his  attention  each  one  of  the  five  points  in  which 
I endeavored  to  summarize  our  interview.  Mr.  Rudner  confirms 
these  five  statements  as  reflecting  with  accuracy  what 
Mr.  Katzenbach  and  he  have  in  mind. 

I do  not  recall  that  we  agreed  to  withdraw  our 
recommendation  of  a previous  greeting  with  regard  to  the 
immediate  nomination  of  professors  to  the  vacant  posts  in 
the  Faculty.  I have  examined  my  original  pencil  notes  and 
do  not  find  it  there  recorded.  Dr.  Stevenson  is  I know 
exceedingly  anxious  that  this  recommendation  should  be 
recalled,  but  if  my  memory  serves  me  right  and  my  notes 
are  accurate  no  decision  was  reached  with  reference  to  a 
recall.  Certainly  if  I am  mistaken  in  this  the  record 
should  be  made  accurate. 

I have  noted  also  your  kind  suggestion? as  to  the 
proposed  report  to  the  Board  of  Directors  and  will  make  the 

changes  you  indicate. 
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Yesterday  I went  over  to  Trenton  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  Dr.  Stevenson  and  Dr.  Erdman  and  met 
them  for  a luncheon  conference  at  the  Stacy-Trent.  They 
were  kind  enough  to  come  as  far  as  Trenton  to  save  my  time* 
Although  we  talked  over  a number  of  the  outstanding  points 
at  issue  the  only  thing  which  seemed  to  he  especially 
on  their  minds  was  that  which  you  referred  to  at  the  close 
of  your  letter  written  in  my  office  on  October  4th,  namely, 
w an  affirmation  of  trust  in  one  another’s  doctrinal  ldyalty*" 
When  I read  the  close  of  your  letter  it  almost  made  me 
jump  for  my  mind  had  been  running  back:  repeatedly  during 
the  last  few  days  to  the  very  declaration  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  to  which  you  there  make  reference*  I,  therefore, 
suggested  to  Dr.  Stevenson  and  Dr.  Erdman  that  they  should 
include  in  the  Faculty  statement  which  they  would  advocate 
at  the  Faculty  meeting  a paragraph  which  would  embody  this 
declaration  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  This  certainly 
would  bring  the  Faculty  face  to  face  with  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  premises  and  would  compel  their 
definite  acceptance  or  rejection  of  it* 

I am  very  hopeful  that  constructive  results  will 
be  obtained  from  this  endeavor  to  secure  the  Faculty  state- 
ment signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Faculty  even  though 
such  unanimity  is  not  forthcoming*  Certainly  certain  forms 
of  statement  if  rejected  by  certain  members  of  the  Faculty 
will  be  most  revealing  as  to  what  the  actual  points  of 
difference  are  in  that  body*  Dr*  Stevenson  and  Dr.  Erdman 
called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  since  the  Board  of 
Directors  issued  the  statement  after  careful  investigation 
with  which  you  close  your  letter  of  October  4th,  to  me.  Dr. 
Machen,  Dr.  Robert  Dick  Wilson,  Dr.  Courtland  Robinson  and 
Dr.  Frank  Stevenson  have  all  issued  carefully  prepared 
documents  which  flatly  contradict  the  findings  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  as  does  also  the  so  called  Princeton  Petition 
presented  at  the  last  General  Assembly  which  Petition  certain- 
ly was  not  discouraged  in  any  way  by  the  majority  of  the  Board 
of  Directors* 

I have  written  somewhat  at  length  because  I didnot 
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believe  I would  have  a chance  to  see  you  before  our 
meeting  next  Tuesday  morning  in  Princeton,  at  nine  ofclock* 


Ever  affectionately  yours, 
Lewis  S*  Mudge 
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General  Office 
14  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 

H ew  York  City* 

My  dear  Bobby: 

I have  your  letter  of  October  11th.  You  have  doubtless 

I called  on  Mr.  Synnott  last  Thursday  afternoon  and 
endeavored  to  prepare  his  mind  as  far  as  I oould  f 
favorable  reception  of  the  approach  of  the  Group  ot  bix 

was  made.  At  every  favorable  opportunity  he  reiterated 
..  + +hp  onlv  Drover  way  of  meeting  the  situation  at 

maioritv  of  the  Committee  of  Eleven.  From  what  Mr.  Pugh 
tells  me  I fear  also  that  Dr.  McDowell  is  taking  the  same 

attitude. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

f,  ft* *V 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


X&asjt  $ ■ TyLcl 


®t)e 
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Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  York,N.Y. 

My  dear  Bobby: 


I 

of  our  Group  of 
amended  charter 


am  this  day  forwarding  to  each  member 
Six  a copy  of  the  legistative  act,  the 
and  Mr.  Latzenbach’s  accompanying  letter, 
all  of  which  were  in  my  possession  as  Secretary  of  0UJ‘ 
Group  at  bur  meeting  on  October  9thf  last.  I have  written 
to  Mr.  Katzenbach  the  enclosed  letter  and  am  sending 
you  a copy  of  it  for  your  files. 


Ever  affectionately  yours. 


TW 


Lewis  S. 
Stat  ed 


Mudge 
Cle  rk 
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K&t zenbach, 


Honorable  Edward  L. 
Counsellor  at  Law, 
Trenton,  B.J. 


My  de  r Mr*  K&t zenbach: 

We  are  under 
for  your  prompt  attention  to 
of  Six  represented  by  Dr*  Sp 
general  legislative  act  and 
tentative  form  for  presentat 
of  Princeton  Seminary.  Thes 
your  helpful  letter  which  ac 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  at 
The  Board  recommitted  them  t 
consideration® 


great  obligations  to  you 
the  request  of  our  Group 
eer  and  myself  for  a copy  of  a 
of  an  amended  charter,  each  in 
ion  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
e were  duly  received  together  with 
companied  them  and  were  presented 
its  meeting  on  Tuesday  0ciober9th< 
o our  Group  of  Six  for  further 


Board  of  Directors,  we  are 
of  Uovember  l;.th,  with  the 
as s e ?bied,  further  progress 
action  looking  toward  the 


I have  this  day  had  copies  made  of  the 
general  legislative  act,  the  amended  charter  and  your  lette 
and  have  mailed  them  to  each  member  of  our  Group  ol  Six  for 
th^ir  careful  study.  Our  Grou  v/ill  meet  again  .ovember 
just  prior  to  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Princeton 
Seminary.  Until  we  have  had  this  conference,  which  as  a 
Group  authorized  to  represent  the 
planning  to  have  on  the  afternoon 
Board  of  Trustees  in  meeting  duly 
in  our  endeavors  to  secure  united 

erection  of  a single  Board  of  Control,  cannot  well  be  made. 
Just  as  soon  as  further  efforts  of  a constructive  character 
are  possible  you  v/ill  hear  from  Dr.  Speer  and  me. 

Ufith  much  appreciation  of  your  very  valu:  ble 
aid  and  wishing  to  include'  in  our  thanks  to  you  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  cooperation  of  Mr.  Louis  Rudner,  believe  me 

Yours  sin  erely. 


Lewis  S.  3-Iudge 
Stated  Clerk 


COP? 


October  17,  1928 


Rsv.  William  I.  McEwan,  D.D. 
Rev.  John  B.  Laird,  D.D*, 

Dr.  J.  it.  T.  Finngjry 
Rev.  Lewis  3.  Iiludge,  B.D., 
President  E.  £.  Warfield, 


Dear  Friends: 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Group,  after  the  coauawnications  from 
the  Faculty  had  been  presented  and  there  had  ’.eon  general  discussion,  I was 
instructed  to  put  into  written  form  a statement  of  what  appeared  to  be  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  of  the  #ro^.  I have  endeavored  to  do  so  in  the  statement 
attached  to  this  letter  as  a postscript.  I am  not  at  all  sure  that  I have 
succeeded  in  carrying  out  ray  instructions  and  should  be  very  grateful  if  you 
will  make  any  corrections  or  suggestions. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


P.S.  - The  Group  of  Six  received  the  coamcnicft t>1  on  of  the  Faculty  reporting 
that  no  one  of  the  statements  proposed  in  the  conference  of  the  Group  with 
the  Faculty  on  Se  , teaher27th,  and  in  its  subsequent  letter  to  tlie  Faculty 
could  obtain  unanimous  approval  at  the  meeting  of  the  Faculty  on  October  6th 
and  reporting  al30  that  the  Faculty  was  unable  to  formulate  any  other  state- 
ment which  all  its  members  could  approve. 

The  Group  expresses  its  deep  regret  at  this  situation.  It  has  earnest- 
ly hoped  that  the  Faculty  would  be  able  to  agree  upon  some  brotherly  and 
harmonious  statement  which  would  express  z ‘egret  for  the  things  said  and  done, 
which  may  have  contributed  to  create  the  conditions  of  the  past,  and  that  what- 
ever might  have  seemed  to  any  member  of  the  Faculty  unjust  or  untrue  might 
have  been  withdrawn  and  that  & general  spirit  of  forgiveness  and  reconciliation 
and  mutual  confidence  sight  have  come  to  prevail.  If,  however,  there  are 
some  members  of  the  Faculty  who  do  not  feel  th  i they  can  conscientiously 
make  these  avowals  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  Group  to  go  further 
in  the  matter  of  pressing  for  such  statements.  The  Group  believes,  however, 
that  it  is  within  its  province  and  its  duty  to  I'eeossaend  to  the  Board  of 
Directors: 

1.  That  all  the  members  of  the  Faculty  be  advised  Hi  at  there  should 
be  no  public  criticism  by  any  member  of  the  Faculty  of  any  fellow  member  of 
the  Faculty,  or  of  any  of  the  Boards  of  the  Seiaineyy. 

2.  That  there  most  be  harmonious  cooperation  in  the  Faculty  in  all 
the  work  of  the  Seminary. 

5.  Th  t the  Board  of  Directors  reaffirm  its  declaration  of  October 
13,  1925  adopted  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Co*aittee  of  the  Board  after 
careful  investigation  of  the  whole  situation  as  follows: 
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"Tour  Committee  has  found  every  member  of  the  Faculty 
entirely  loyal  to  the  standards  of  our  Church  and  to  the  pledge  required 
by  the  SemiSry.  There  is  no  room  for  doubt  or  criticism  as  to  the 
faith  or  teaching  of  any  professor  or  Instructor  to  the  Semiaaiy.. 

Such  differences  as  have  arisen  are  not  due  to  doctrinal  discord. 


Tue  Board  of  Directors  herewith  declares  anew  its  confidence  in 
the  doctrinal  trustworthiness  of  the  Faculty  and  of  the  loyalty  of  its 
members  and  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  the  plan  ^govern- 
ment and  to  the  traditional  fidelity  of  the  Smminary  to  the  Church  ana  i s 

standards. 

4.  That  the  Board  of  Directors  expects  the  members  of  the  Faculty 
to  work  together  on  the  basis  of  this  assertion  by  the  Board  of  the  trust- 
wrrthiness  and  loyalty  of  every  member  of  thenFaculty. 

C That  it  is  eypected  bw  the  Board  that  every  member  of  the  Faculty 
Will  be ‘able  aid  willing  to  go  on  with  his  work  on  the  basis  of  an  acceptance 
S ihise  SiiSal  of  tL  Board  of  Directors  and  of  of  whatever  other  action 
tL  ioard  mL  take  in  seeking  to  carry  out  the  mandate  of  the  General  Assem- 

bly: 


”To  proceed  immediately  to  compose  the  differences  in 
the  Seminary  and  to  make  a full  report  on  these  instructions 
to  the  next  General  Assembly." 


\ 


COPT 


October  17,  1928 


Rev.  William  I.  McEwan,  D.D. 
Rev.  John  5.  Laird,  D.D. , 

Dr.  J.  M.  T.  Finnpr/ 

Rev*  Lewis  S.  Mudge,  D.D., 
President  E.  D.  Warfield, 


Dear  Friends: 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Group,  after  the  communications  from 
the  Faculty  had  been  presented  and  there  had  been  general  discussion,  I was 
instructed  to  put  into  written  form  a statement  of  what  appeared  to  be  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  of  the  group.  I have  endeavored  to  do  so  in  the  statement 
attached  to  this  letter  as  a postscript.  I am  not  at  all  sure  that  I have 
succeeded  in  carrying  out  my  instructions  and  should  be  very  grateful  if  you 
will  make  any  corrections  or  suggestions. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


RES/B 

P.S.  - The  Group  of  Six  received  the  communication  of  the  Faculty  reporting 
that  no  one  of  the  statements  proposed  in  the  conference  of  the  Group  with 
the  Faculty  on  September27th,  and  in  its  subsequent  letter  to  the  Faculty 
could  obtain  unanimous  approval  at  the  meeting  of  the  Faculty  on  October  6th 
and  reporting  also  that  the  Faculty  was  unable  to  formulate  any  other  state- 
ment which  all  its  members  could  approve. 

The  Group  expresses  its  deep  regret  at  this  situation.  It  has  earnest- 
ly hoped  that  the  Faculty  would  be  able  to  agree  upon  some  brotherly  and 
harmonious  statement  which  would  express  regret  for  the  things  said  and  done, 
which  may  have  contributed  to  create  the  conditions  of  the  past,  and  that  what- 
ever might  have  seemed  to  any  member  of  the  Faculty  unjust  or  untrue  might 
have  been  withdrawn  and  that  a general  spirit  of  forgiveness  and  reconciliation 
and  mutual  confidence  might  have  come  to  prevail . If,  however,  there  are 

some  members  of  the  Faculty  who  do  not  feel  that  they  can  conscientiously 
make  these  avowals  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  Group  to  go  further 
in  the  matter  of  pressing  for  such  statements.  The  Group  believes,  however, 
that  it  is  within  its  province  and  its  duty  to  recommend  to  the  Board  of 
Directors: 


1.  That  all  the  members  of  the  Faculty  be  advised  that  there  should 
be  no  public  criticism  by  any  member  of  the  Faculty  of  any  fellow  member  of 
the  Faculty,  or  of  any  of  the  Boards  of  the  Seminejpy. 

2.  That  there  mast  be  harmonious  cooperation  in  the  Faculty  in  all 
the  work  of  the  Seminary. 

5.  That  the  Board  of  Directors  reaffirm  its  declaration  of  October 
15,  1925  adopted  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  after 
careful  investigation  of  the  whole  situation  as  follows: 
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■Your  Committee  has  found  ever y member  of  the  Facility 
entirely  loyal  to  the  standards  of  our  Church  and  to  the  pledge  required 
by  the  Seminary*  There  is  no  room  for  doubt  or  criticism  as  to  the 
faith  or  teaching  of  any  professor  or  instructor  in  the  Seminary* 

Such  differences  as  have  arisen  are  not  due  to  doctrinal  discord.** 


The  Board  of  Directors  herewith  declares  anew  its  confidence  in 
the  doctrinal  trustworthiness  of  the  Faculty  and.  of  the  loyalty  of  its 
members  and  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  to  the  plan  of  govern- 
ment and  to  the  traditional  fidelity  of  the  Seminary  to  the  Church  and  its 
standards * 

4.  That  the  Board  of  Directors  expects  the  members  of  the  Faculty 
to  work  together  on  the  basis  of  this  assertion  by  the  Board  of  the  trust- 
worthiness and  loyalty  of  every  member  of  the  .Faculty. 

5.  That  it  is  expected  by  the  Board  that  every  member  of  the  Faculty 
will  be  able  and  willing  to  go  on.  with  his  work  on  the  basis  of  an  acceptance 
of  these  positions  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  of  whatever  other  action 
the  Board  may  take  in  seeking  to  carry  out  the  mandate  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly: 


11  To  proceed  immediately  to  compose  the  differences  in 
the  Seminary  and  to  make  a full  report  on  these  instructions 
to  the  next  General  Assembly* w 


COPT 


October  17 f 1928 


Bav.  Williaa  I«  Itefean*  D«B. 

Rev*  v"  dim  Lnlrcly 
Dr#  J.  7#  Fina^v 

H&v#  Levris  • SSudgs*  t#D#, 
President  £*  £•  Werflald, 


Dfc&r  Frioud&i 

i t the  1,  at  aeetiag  of  the  Group,  after  the  etwwwaieatioaa  fro® 
the  F&auitv  had  been  presented  and  tears  had  bean  general  discussion,  I w 
^trucS?tH-FFst;  »rilten  for*.  a atetoafcnt  of  ..hat  ^ to  be  the  •_ 
senses  of  opinion  of  the  gross?.  I b&va  endeavored  to  ao  so  in  the  ateteasat 
SELTJtote  latter  Jr,  £o*toci  ■/..  1 » net  at  all  sure  Wt  r have 

succeeded  In  carrying  «*  -V  instructions  and  snonld  be  very  grateful  if  yon 
#iH  Lft&ks/  sq/  correction®  ai  enggsetiOttSe 

Very  aiacsreiy  yours, 

RES/B 

PS#-  The  Grou'o  of  Sis  received  the  cosssuaicatioii  or  the  Faculty  reporting 
that  no  one  of  too  Bteteaeats  proposed  ia  the  conference  of  toe  Grou^ith 
tiie  Faculty  on  Sc  teBberi7th,  and  ra  its  subsequent  letter  to  tiie  S acuity 
could  obtain  onaaiscua  approval  at  ths  seating  of  the  Faculty  on  Octo***  ^ 
and  reporting  also  that  the  Faculty  sas  unable  to  forasil'  te  any  other  state- 
ment toich  ell  its  ussabsrs  c-ouln  approve.  . 

The  Group  expresses  its  deep  regret  at  thin  situation.  It  has 
ly  hoped  that  the  Faculty  could  bo  able  to  a@N0tipaa.  so»  orotoarly  an 
harmoniouo  atsbaseat  Bhich  vjouIc  express  J«gret  for  tiic^.ungs  aaio  v.ann, 
which  say  have  contributed  to  create  the  conditions  of  the  p&s%,  snc  thrt  .hat- 
pver  ad  -ht  have  sensed  to  any  soaker  of  the  Faculty  unjust  or  untrue  sight 
22  tof  .SSSm.  and  to  t a general  spirit  of  fergi^  and 
and  actual  confidence  aigfat  have  cesae  to  prevail.  If,  However,  tore  ^re 
joae  sorabsrs  of  the  Faculty  who  do  not  feel  to  t they  can  conscienttow^ 

— ...  avowals  it  is  not  vitoin  toe  province  of  the  Group  to  go  fartiierr 

Jtte^ter  of  pressing  for  such  stetenente.  to;  Group  laeldeves,  however, 
toet  it  is  within  its  province  and  its  duty  to  recoaseno.  to  toe  So.nd  ^ 
Directors  t 

1.  That  all  toe  aetoers  of  toe  Faculty  be  advised  that  there  ahouM 
be  no  public  criticise  by  any  oatoer  of  toe  Faculty  «f  fexlo®  oetoer 

the  Faculty,  or  of  ai^7  of  the  Boards  of  the  oemneyy. 

2,  That  there  mist  be  haraoaious  coo^srattem  in  the  Faculty  in  all 
the  work  of  the  Seminary. 

5.  That  toe  Board  of  Directors  waffim  ite  declBratten  rf 
15,  1915  adopted  in  the  rwsouaaudatiaa  of  the  Comittea  of  toe  Board  after 
careful  investigation  of  the  whole  situation  as  follows* 
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•Your  Committee  has  found  every  member  of  the  Faculty 
entirely  loyal  to  the  standards  of  our  Church  and  to  the  pledge  required 
by  the  Seminary.  There  is  no  room  for  doubt  or  criticism  as  to  the 
faith  or  teaching  of  any  professor  or  instructor  in  the  Seminary. 

Such  differences  as  have  arisen  are  not  due  to  doctrinal  discord.* 


The  Board  of  Directors  herewith  declares  anew  its  confidence  in 
the  doctrinal  trustworthiness  of  the  Faculty  and  of  the  loyalty  of  its 
members  and  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  ESfctectors  to  the  plan  of  govern- 
ment and  to  the  traditional  fidelity  of  the  Smaiaary  to  the  Church  and  its 
standards. 

4.  That  the  Board  of  Directors  expects  the  members  of  the  Faculty 
to  work  together  on  the  basis  of  this  assertion  by  the  Board  of  the  trust- 
worthiness and  loyalty  of  every  member  of  thenF&culty. 

5.  That  it  is  expected  by  the  Board  that  every  member  of  the  F culty 
will  be  able  and  willing  to  go  on  with  his  work  on  the  basis  of  an  acceptance 
of  these  positions  of  tho  Board  of  Directors  and  of  of  whatever  other  action 
the  Board  may  take  in  seeking  to  carry  out  the  mandate  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly: 


BTo  proceed  immediately  to  compose  the  differences  in 
the  Seminary  and  to  make  a full  report  on  these  instructions 
to  the  next  General  Assembly.* 


^restopterian  Cfjurcf) 

in  tfje  ®mteb  States  of  America 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.  D. . LL.D. 

Stated  Clerk 

General  Office 

514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

October  19,  1928  . Philadelphia,  pa. 

Dr,  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave#, 

New  York  City* 

My  dear  Bobby: 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  on  October 
9th  last,  I have  had  interviews  with  Mr#  Synnott  and  with 
John  McDowell.  I do  not  know  that  I made  any  impression 
upon  either  of  these  men  in  my  endeavors  to  open  their 
minds  a little  more  widely  and  a little  more  hospitably 
toward  the  present  situation.  This  much,  however,  I did 
dieoover,  namely,  that  the  presentation  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  simple  proposition  of  one  Board  control, 
said  Board  to  be  constituted  of  the  present  governing  Boards 
without  what  Dr#  McDowell  characterizes  as  a gen tlemanfs 
agreement  as  to  procedure  if  and  when  such  a Board  of 
control  is  established,  is  not  likely  to  get  very  far. 

Furthermore,  if  there  are  to,,  associ  ated  with  this 
general  proposition  any  provisos,  it  would  seem  better 
that  we  should  present  whatever  we  deem  just  and  fair 
and  likely  to  be  received  sympathetical ly  by  the  Trustees 
than  to  have  counter  propositions  presented  to  us.  I ask 
your  consideration  of  these  sub-sidiary  propositions: 

1.  That  all  officers  of  both  the  existing  Boards 
resign  and  that  at  the  initial  election  no  ouch  officer 
accept  election  to  the  corresponding  position  in  the  new 
Board. 

2#  That  all  Board  Committees,  standing  and  special, 
shall  terminate  their  services  and  that  no  one  of  the 
chairmen  of  said  Committees  shall  be  appointed  chairman 
of  the  corresponding  committee  in  the  new  Board# 

3#  That  the  present  administration  shall  be  continued 
in  office  by  the  new  Board  and  be  recognized  as  having  the 
right  without  any  formal  action  to  this  effect  to  an 
unhampered  opportunity  to  function  under  the  new  Charter  and 
Plan  and  with  the  hearty  and  loyal  support  of  the  new  Board# 


®[] )t  ^resbpterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  tfje  Unttefe  States!  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE.  D.D.,  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
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4#  That  Dr#  Mach  on  he  permitted  to  withdraw  his 
acceptance  of  the  Chair  of  Apologetics. 


5.  That  the 
tuted  of  the  memh 
function  under  a 
to  the  present  Bo 
guarding  clauses 
has  already  recei 
the  entire  Board 
minor  amendments, 
so  far  as  the  Gro 
along  the  adminis 
Trus  t ees . 


proposed  new  Board  if  and  when  consti- 
ership  of  the  present  Boards  is  to 
Charter  which  will  he  entirely  satisfactory 
ard  of  Trustees  in  SO  far  as  its  safe* 
are  concerned  & under  a new  plan  which 
ved  the  enthusiastic  approval  of  almost 
of  Trustees  with  the  exception  of  some 
all  of  which  amendments,  however,  are 
up  of  Six  can  judge  constructive  and 
trative  lines  wholly  acceptable  to  the 


Please  give  me  your  reactions  on  the  above* 

Every  affectionately  yours, 

(V — v 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


^ <<i  ^ ^ /<v- ^ /Ww^—  ^ >-rw-A, 

^ ^ W-  fuJ,  <tj  ^ ^ ^ -V  Vi, 


October  17,  1928 


Uov.  illiam  L,  L’C.v  aa,  i.  \ , 

Hev,  John  B.  Laird,  n,  % 
lr.  J.  v.  ?.  ?inney 
Bev.  Pewis  r,  hudge,  B,9, 

^ro si  lent  ').  . orfield. 

Dear  >T  lends* 

* the  last  meeting  of  tho  (jroup,  of  tor  the  a mnTunication  from  th<; 
iculty  hid  been  presented  and  there  had  been  general  Ji^cu:  sion,  i was  in- 
structs! to  put  into  ; ritten  form  a statement  of  vha,t  an  oared  to  be  the  c n- 
sensua  of  opinion  of  the  'roup,  I have  endeavored  to  «io  so  in  the  statement 
attache i to  this  lottor  us  a postscript.  I am  not  at  all  sure  that  I have 
succeed®  i in  carrying  out  ray  instructions  and  shoul  bo  very  grateful  if  you 
will  raako  any  correction?  or  suggestions,. 

Very  sincerely  y urs. 


res/b 


p.  . - 'no  ;roup  of  'lx  received  the  communication  of  tho  Faculty  reporting 

that  od  one  of  tho  statements  proposed  in  the  conference  of  the  Grow  with 
the  .culty  on  :?ey  tembor  27th,  and  in  its  subsequent  letter  to  the  acuity, 
onuld  obtain  unanimous  a proval  at  the  meeting:  of  tho  .'acuity  on  ootobor  6th 
11  » j ortia  also  '.hat  ie  '-.culty  an  unable  to  formulte  my  other  a r.ate- 
ment  which  all  its  mo  mb  or  a could  approve* 

■Jtna  Group  expresses  its  deep  re  :ret  at  thir  situation,  it  has  earnest- 
ly hoped  that  the  F&oulty  w« aid  be  able  to  agree  uron  some  brotherly  and 
irxrmonious  statement  v*hi oh  v?oul « /oxrr os  regret  for  the  things  said  and 
dene,  vfolch  may  have  contributed  n ore fctf  aditioas  of  the  past, 

and  that  vdiataYer  might  have  seemrd  to  any  member  of  the  'acuity  unjust  or 
mtruo  mi^ht  have  b e<;  ithdr  t a that  n ral  spirit  of  fbr«  iveneas 
and  -c  oo  no  illation  :ind  mutual  oonfi  ienco  mi  ht  have  come  to  prevail.  if, 
ho- over,  there  a* a a me  members  of  tho . ’acuity  who  do  not  feel  that  they 
c - conscientiously  mal  e those  avowals /it  ir  not  within  the  province  c-f 
the  roup  to  p further  in  the  matter  o pressing  forfuch  statements. 

,r*hG  Group  believes,  ho'  ever,  that  it  is  within  its  jirovince  and 
its  duty  to  reoonuieni.  to  the  Board  of  Erectors* 

OVUA aX 

o • al  tcf:  b rs  ••  ’aeult .«  be  ivj  so  u,  -i  tnei  — ■■  ■», 

v ' v-iblio  or  it!  clGr  b;;  vny  mo*.b*  r «t'  t'r  .culty  o any  f oiler  member 
of  the  y.culty,  or  of  any  of  the  Boards  ot  the  amloary. 

2.  'fhic  there  must  be  harmonious  coloration  in  the  .•  *culty  in  all 
the  uorfc  of  the  reitdnaiy* 


>•  *hat  the  bo  rd.  of  Directors  ?Q?*ffirm  its  declaration  of 
( ctob'^r  13#  1925  adopted  la  the  rGoomraeniation  of  the  Oomcittee  of 
the  Bo  ird  after  r ireful  invests  ti<  n of  the  whole  situation  ,:u 
folio*  8 S 


"Ydur  ixraaittae  has  found  every  member  of  the  -'xoulty 
entirely  loyal  to  the  standards  of  our  church  and  to  the 
pledge  required  by  the  seminary*  rhore  is  no  room  for  doubt 
or  criticism  us  to  the  faith  or  teaching  of  any  professor 
or  instructor  in  the  eminiry.  such  differences  us  have 
urioen  ire  not  due  to  doctrinal  discord, 

'he  bo  rd  of  Procters  hore  1 th  declares  ana'  i s e nfi dance 
in  octriaal  trustvorthlness  of  the  acuity  and  of  the  loyalty  of 
its  uamb^rs  and  of  the  mecibt  rs  of  the  ?o  rd  of  Jirectore  to  the  plan 
of  .government  an d to  lb*  traditional  fidelity  of  the  ^eminiry  to  the 
ourch  and  1 is  s toadards . 

de  ih  t the  Do:  rd  of  directors  eapoota  the  laembors  of  the  i-aoulty 
to  ork  to  yethcr  rn  the  basis  ox*  thi  assertion  by  the  Eo  rd  of  the 
trustworthiness  and  loyalty  of  every  member  of  the  ’iculty* 

6.  ?h  t it  i os • ooteci  1 the  po  rd  that  every  member  of  the  i'aoul- 
ty  will  be  able  and  v Hilary  to  p on  ith  his  ’ ork  on  the  basis  of  an  acoept 
ance  of  these  positions  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  hatevor  other 
action  the  Do  rd  my  take  in  seeking  to  carry  out  the  mandate  of  the 
da  n ral  \ osembly 8 

'*  lb  proceed  immediately  to  oompose  the  differences  in 
the  seminary  and  to  make  a full  report  on  these  instructions 
to  the  next  leneral  ":aenbly. 


tjxun*  . 


'a. 


tEijc  ^resbpterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  t fje  Wlnittb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL,D, 
Stated  Clerk 


October  19,  1928* 


General  office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Bobby: 

I have  your  letter  of  October  17th,  addressed  also  to 
the  other  members  of  the  Group  of  Six. 

Your  letter  of  October  18th  has  also  reached  me  and 
I have  noted  its  last  paragraph  in  which  you  indicate  your 
feeling  that  possibly  the  statement  you  have  transmitted 
for  our  approval  is  a little  too  vigorous.  I cannot  say 
that  at  the  moment  I agree  with  you.  I read  your  letter 
yesterday  afternoon  including  the  statement  prepared  jy 
you  at  the  request  of  the  Group  of  Six  for  transmission  to 
the  Faculty  and  again  this  morning  and  again  this  afternoon. 
The  more  I examine  it  the  better  I am  pleased  with  it.  I 
this  was  the  first  approach  of  the  Group  of  Six  to  c.ie 
Faculty,  I would  say  that  undoubtedly  the  tone  of  your 
statement  was  unnecessarily  rigorous.  It  seems  to  me 
that  less  rigour  than  that  now  contained  by  this  statement 
will  lead  the  Faculty  to  wrong  conclusions  concerning  their 
relationship  to  the  present  situation.  Unfortunately, 
there  are  members  of  the  Faculty  who  do  not  s eem  to  appreciate 
that  they  are  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
so  long  as  they  remain  members  of  the  Faculty. 

Very  regretfully  I have  been  compelled  to  reach  the 
conclusion  that  the  Board  of  Directors,  if  they  are  to  obey 
the  edict  of  the  General  Assembly  "to  proceed  immediately 
to  compose  the  differences  in  the  Seminary'^  must  deal  firmly 
and  if  need  be  vigorously  with  recalcitrant  members  of  the 
Faculty,  The  statement  prepared  by  you,  therefore,  has  my 
wholehearted  approval.  I have  but  one  suggestion  to  make- 
that  the  following  words  be  added  to  recommendation  1, 
making  the  recommendation  req.d  as  follows*  "That  all  the 
members  of  the  Faculty  be  advised  that  there  should^ho  public 
criticism  by  any  member  of  the  Faculty  of  any  fellow  member 
of  the  Faculty,  or  iiltor  of  the  Boards  of  the  Seminary  or 

any  individual  officer  or  member  thereof." 

J Every  affectionately  youre, 


duplicate 


October  *~5,  1923 


Rev.  Lewi 3 S.  Mudgeyf.D., 
ithercpoon  Building, 
Philadelphia,  ?&• 


My  dear  Lows 

rg^VSiS.’S'  £ £«%  &2K  1"  - *» »-  >— •• 

we?s  ™ 

come  members  oi  our  Group  os.  Six. 

Your  i-  t me  3tioa  I rih  •••lit  think  *it  v.  bo  agreed  upon.  Indoce 
-i.  , , , of  fleers  of  uld  resign 

■c  i ' 4’  "•  the  ne-u  b ilmct  its 

“ : ■ : Ii“  •:  ^ •-  - -■>  i:  £» 

of  the  ne.!  Board. 

Vv,r  ancErestion  that  all  committee;-  should  terminate  '••oald  of 

- . . S‘tTS: 

s\2  sia  •»«  to >» «***■.  - it 

' 

me  proposal  that  it  should  be  agreed  that  the  : :*.  cut  adalnistra- 
that  *«*•  *•  '{ou  *"  0SSs  is^LTdoa-t  too,  whether 

but  you.  too.  *h»t  the  strongfeolrngofo  .no. . J- • f a 1 period  of 

- «*  frJTZ  ^Uof^oTc^  he  directly  con- 

X£  of  «.  i*»t  p p«  p»“°“a  13  “=  * thc ^ 

of  the  faculty, 

3S^«£'3£1£A?!I*  £t  "tma*  b.  «f  «»  s“Uw  to 

tte  tic Id  of  appl^getics. 


Rev.  Lewis  S.  Mudge,  r.D. 


- 2 - 


October  25,  192” 


Tour  fifth  n lt.it  tipulation  I judge  ill  be  bl-  in  advance 
by  assurances  acceptable  to  o;,h  the  present  Board.-.. 

I trint  th  it  the  m .jority  of  the  Trustee,-  .ill  recogni-e  1 
neither  thcr  nor  the  majority  of  the  Directors  ;houlc  ; d the  pre.-ien 
negotiation  as  a battle  in  hi  h the  majority  o one  bo.  mu  , u,  ear, 
oi  be  defeated,  by  the  majority  of  the  other  Board#  e re  order*..  o 
, ompo^e  the  difficulties  in  the  Seminary,  ini  X judge  that  that  doe<  not 
mean  that  the  tiger  must  eat  the  lady;  the  tiger  being  hicliever  m jority 
you  wish# 

The  representatives  o'  the  m jority  of  the  Director  end  th. 
Group  o 3i>:  have  been  very  fair  and  earnest  m I hop*  .-an  in  om. 
;uch  -..hat  ill  be  acceptable  both  to  .hem  n<  to  nujorit/  o 
directors. 


Ever  at  . action- tiely  y ours. 


RI3/B 


®[je  Presbyterian  Cburct)  in  tfje  United  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


Executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D 
STATED  CLERK 


October  25,  19£8« 
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-OCT  2 6 1928 

Mr.  Speer 

go  THE  MEMBSHS  OF  THE  GROUP  OF  SIJG 

Defer  Brethren: 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  on  October 
9th  last,  I have  had  without  seeking  them  favorable  opportuni- 
ties for  informal  conferences  with  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Seminary.  It  is,  of  course,  a diixicu 
matter  to  transmit  to  others  accurately  the  viewpoint  of 
those  whom  one  may  have  had  the  opportunity  to  consult 
informally , ° and  therefore,  I trust  that  each  member  of  our 
Group  as  he  reads  this  letter  will  understand  that  the 
undersigned  may  be  incorrect  in  the  impressions  which  he  has 

received. 

He  has  a growing  conviction  that  the  Board  of  Trustees 
as  a whole  are  pretty  thoroughly  cotoitted  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Eleven  as  made  to  the  last  General 
Assembly  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  method  of  constituting 
* new Board  of  control.  It  would  seem  therefore  the  part^ 
of  wisdom  for  us  in  advocating  one  Board  control,  s id 
to  be  constituted  by  uniting  the  present  Boards,  to  for.if, 
said  recommendation  with  such  co-ordinate  recommendations 
as  will  make  it  as  difficult  as  possible  for  the  Board  of 

Trustees  to  refuse  to  operate  with  the  Board  °f rJ^ISitaDly 
in  its  announced  purpose  of  requesting  the  General  assemoi. 
to  establish  one  Board  control  in  Princeton  Seminary,  said 
Board  to  be  composed  of  the  two  existing  Boards. 

Furthermore,  it  seems  to  the  undersigned  that  our 
Group  will  occupy  a much  stronger  position  as  they  confer 
with  the  Board  of  Trustees  if  they  advance  such  co-ordinate 
recommendations  than  if  they  put  themselves  in  the  P°3iti  n 
of  waiting  counter  or  qualifying  propositions.  I 
therefore,  ask  your  careful  consideration  of  the  following 
as  worthy  of  consideration  at  our  meeting  on  Monday  morning, 
November  12th,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  Old  Oratory. 

l That  all  officers  of  both  the  two  existing  Boards 

resign*  and'  that  at  the  initial  ^e  n^  Board 

accept  election  to  the  corresponding  office  m 


GDfte  |3restopterian  Cfjurcf)  in  tt) e ?Hmteb  states  of  America 
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I am  not  so  sure  as  some  appear  to  "be  that  the  Officers 
of  t W-'mrff'-of'lrustees  are'  srr  ready  to  retire  from  office 
as  are  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  As  I under- 
stand the  necessary  procedure,  said  procedure  will  "be 
that  the  present  Board  of  Trustees  will  elect  to  membership 
the  present  Board  o f Directors  and  thus  the  new  Board  will 
be  officially  constituted.  This  would  leave  in  Office  the 
present  officers  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  unless  there  was 
apr ear rang eraent  to  the  contrary© 

2.  That  all  Board  Committees,  Standing  and  Special, 
shall  terminate  their  services  if  and  when  the  new  Board 
is  constituted,  and  that  no  one  of  the  chairmen  of  said 
Committees  shall  be  appointed  chairman  of  the  corresponding- 
committee  in  the  new  Board©  Again  permit  me  to  say  that 

I am  not  so  sure  as  spme.  seer^.,to  be  that  without  prearrange; 
IffinaiTEe1 "'Chairmen  of  the  existing  Board  of  Trustees 
Committees  would  v/illingly  f&ll  in  with  this  plan. 

3,  That  the  present  administration  shall  be  continued 
in  office  by  the  new  Board  and  be  recognized  as  having  the 
adherent  right  without  any  formal  action  to  this  effect  to 
an  unhampered  opportunity  to  function  under  the  new 
Charter  arid  Plan  and  with  the  hearty  and  loyal  support  of 
the  new  Board. 


That  the  newly  constituted  Bjard  be  given  the  op- 
portunity of  electing  professors  forAchairs  now  vacant  in 


4. 


the  Seminary,  including  the  Chair  of  Apologetics  and  the 
Helena  Chair  of  Old  Testament  Literature.  I make  this 
suggestion  because  personally  I am  not  absolutely  certain 
that  Dr.  Machen  should  be  allowed  to  withdraw  his  acceptance 
of  the  Chair  of  Apologetics.  It  may  be  that  to  allow  him 
to  withdraw  his  acceptance  is  wise,  but  unless  it  is  made 
perfectly  clear  that  he  withdrav;s  without  pressure  being 
brought  upon  him  in  any  way  whatever  and  that  his  withdrawal 
io  a di  1;  personal  and  isolated  act*  w#  may  do  well 

to  give  the  matter 
final  conclusion. 


careful  consideration  before  reaching 


As  to  the  election  of  Dr.  Allis  to  the  Helena  Chair, 
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TO  THE  GHOUr  OF  SIX 

Dear  Brethren: 

The  undersigned  was  requested  to  obtain 
from  the  Honorable  Edward  L.  Katzenbach  a statement 
of  his  reasons  for  believing  that  a general  legislative 
act  must  be  obtained  if  amendments  are  to  be  secured 

to  the  charter  of  Princeton  Seminary* 

I enclose  herewith  a copy  of  Mr#  Katzenbach  fs 
letter  written  to  me  under  date  of  October  26th* 

With  kind  regards ,beli eve  me 

Tours  sincerely, 

Lewis  S*  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


%'>v\  O A ft.*  6 W~zuo> 


(iihtr^  ^xcsbvkzxmn  (Ulprrrh. 

^ittblnu*^K4^- 


October  SI,  1928. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
Rev;  York  City,  N.  Y. 


My  Dear  Dr.  Speers 

T -ki  •?  tn  vnu  for  sending  me  a second  copy  of  your  letter  to  the 

«\Z  £$?.«*£  £ « “ f“”  " ~ Irop°"4  “ 

be  presented  by  the  Group  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

In  the  second  par^aph  nt  -^the^re—-^ 

Ifbett'erTorTs  "“express  our  of 

form  a statement  that  gxoress  our  regret  that  members  of  the  Faculty 

the  Faculty.  In  your  statesmen  y P statin^  their  willingness  to«toith- 

ssfiss;  ss  -‘rrS:= 

Luo.  1.  .lg.i«  a.  «»>  P».r  ”•  f i SS.ri.ill> 

:r„“ey  Si”rL“tfLr.n  »;  :rLruL«£  ^--.r  *5rx«- 
“:‘“h«e  li'Lr.r/xiM”-””*””™  »*  «*  »““a « M”f°”  °»  x”pl“h 

SSVSTtU,  2,0  L Li.S  considerate  ..  graci...  ««»«*  1— 
firmness  and  authority,  I would  rather  do  it. 

in  the  first  recommendation,  I suggest  that  instead  of  saying  "there 
should  be  no  public  criticism.etc.",  we  say  "there  must  be  no  public  criticism  . 

I would  omit  Section  4 as  being  included  sufficiently  in  No.  5. 

I bad  a very  happy  day  at  Princeton  when  I preached  there  recently  and 

TeaS  TXelrfe^ 

»d , t = £ S ssrr-iss  rsi.n: 

are  very  much  in  harmony. 

Your  friend  truly, 


wlm ; arl 


tETfje  ^resbptenan  Cfjurdj  ttt  tfje  Untteb  States!  of  America 
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■ij  f , ; ?-< 


HOV  1 5 1928 
Mr.  Speer 


Dr*  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 

New  York  City# 

My  dear  Bobby: 

Enclosed  please  find  a copy  of  a letter  I have  received 
from  Dr.  Luccock  also  a suggested  reply.  In  view  of  your 
associations  with  me  in  obtaining  Mr,  KatzenbacMs  opinion, 

I do  not  deem  it  wise  to  answer  Dr*  Luccock  without  obtaining 
from  you  a full  expression  of  what  you  think  my  reply  should 
be  • 

Ever  affectionately  yours. 


e-jC ^ J - 

Lewis  S*  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


JLum/j-  S'  • 
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to  iZxm&ii  >;■■■  m:  mo  u p uy  six* 

Dear  Brethren* 

?l©aso  note  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Group  of  six  is 
now  appointed  for  thrJ  Old  Oratory,  ^Princeton,  'ifchursday,  December 
at  10*30  A.«-‘&*  Tiioro  will  bo  a special  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  >ireotore  that  afternoon  at  a P#  . for  the  purpose 
of  resolving  a further  report  from  our  Group#  ?ho  meetings 
of  the  Board  and  of  the  tiro  up  tentatively  planned  for  Tuesday, 

Be camber  4thf  have  been  abandoned  because  of  the  Inability 
of  a considerable  number  of  the  Board  of  Director#  to  be 
present  at  a Board  meeting  called  for  thet  date# 

Yours  sincerely, 

Lewis  £>•  i-ludge 
Group  Leoret&ry 


Wot  iprestopterian  (tfjurcf)  in  tije  Umteb  States  of  America 
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November  IV,  1928* 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Bobby: 

I have  your  letter  of  November  16th,  with  its  enclosures 
In  accordance  with  your  request  I am  returning  thilsiL. 

I cannot  understand  why  it  is  that  again  documents 
sent  from  this  Office  to  you  and  which  Mr.  Barraclough 
assures  me  he  is  certain  left  this  Office  have  failed  to 
reach  you.  I'  will  see  that  you  have  a copy  of  Miss  Spencer’s 
pamphlet  at  Chicago.  Unfortunately  our  extra  copies  are 
now  enroute  in  our  official  trunk  which  we  shipped  yesterday. 

I am  glad  to  know  that  you  are  to  have  a talk  with 
Dr.  John  McDowell.  I cannot  understand  where  he  obtained 
the  idea  that  as  a Group  of  Six  we  were  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  determined  to  block  "the  right  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  amend  the  charter".  Certainly  we  have 
no  such  intention. 


Ever  affectionately  yours. 


Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


Law  Offices 


.v 


E.  J.  & J.  W 

309  Easton  Trust  Company  Building 
Easton,  Pa. 


EDWARD  J.  FOX 
EDWARD  J.  FOX,  JR 


November  13,  1928 


JAM  ES  W.  FOX 
1896-1924 


Rev.  Dr.  Robert  H.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I was  very  much  disappointed,  I will  even  say  disgusted, 
that  the  Board  of  Trustees  took  the  action  they  did  yesterday.  I 
found  when  I arrived  at  the  meeting  they  had  evidently  laid  all 


their  plans  and  had  the  votes  necessary  to  carry  them  out..  The 
Conference  Committee  before  you  came  submitted  a report  which  was 
strongly  against  approving  the  plan  of  the  committee  of  six.  I 
cannot  understand  how  the  moving  appeal  which  was  made  to  them  by 
you  and  Dr.  McEwan  and  Dr.  Mudge  should  have  been  disregarded. 

As  I told  you  when  you  were  in  Easton, I fully  realized 
that  nothing  I could  say  could  have  an,  offset  because  I a.  regarded 
as  "too  sympathetic"  with  the  Board  of  Directors.  I think  the 
moving  spirit  is  Dr.  McDowell.  I enclose  herewith  a copy  of  a 
letter  which  he  sent  to  Mr.  McCarter  and  Mr.  McCarter  in  turn  sent 
the  letter  tc  me.  From  this  you  will  see  what  his  attitude  is.  I 
think  Dr.  Mudge  could  probably  influence  Mr.  Pugh.but  unless  you  can 
find  some  way  to  point  out  to  the  other  members  of  the  Board  the 
error  of  their  ways,  I feel  that  peace  and  harmony  cannot  be  brought 
about.  It  is  idle  for  them  to  say  th-t  there  is  no  hostility  on 


Rev.  Dr.  Robert  H.  Speer 


November  13,  1928 


E.  J.  &.  J.  W.  Fox 

- 2 - 


the  part  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

I a.m  with  much  regard, 


SJFiHP 


(COPY) 

The  Theological  Seminary  of  The 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A. 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 


John  McDowell,  D.  D.  , Secretary 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City 


October  31,  1928 


Mr.  Robert  H.  McCarter 
Prudential  Building 
Newark,  New  Jersey 


My  dear  Mr.  McCarter: 

Vrm  will  find  enclosed  a cony  of  an  opinion  that 
Attorney  General  Katzenbach  has 

relative  to  the  amending  o . _ ' « + ve  one  which  you  gave 

thf  Board  ff^usfees^nd  t°he jo^ittee  of  I g gjdlg^ 

MK  i?  2 “Sr- 

purely  on  a cose  presented  to  him  oy  tne  funotlons  per- 

ia- of  jorsey 

relative  to  amending  charters. 


always, 


Thanking  you  in  advance  for  the  favor, 


I am.  as 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
John  McDowell 


JMcD : MEL 


* 


November  16,  1928 


Hon.  E.  J.  Fox, 

~39  Sag  ton  Tim  t Company  Building 
Easton,  Pa* 


My  dear  Judge  Foxs 

Your  kind  letter  is  just  received.  It  was  a great  pleasure  to 
ee  you  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  to  hear  your  just  and  conv-nc- 
iB6  speech.  Dr.  Hudge  has  sent  word  that  after  our  Cawittae  iron  the  Directors 
had  withdraw!  our  proposal  was  taken  from  the  table  and  acted  upon,  buu  -we  h .ve  n 
y ,t  rd  from  sii®  what  action  was  taken. 


Wo  mint  not  despair  even  now  of  working  out  a hinnonious  ami 
reasonable  adju  tmont  even  though  the  way  seems  very  dark. 

I am  very  such  obliged  for  the  copy  of  Dr.  McDowell 1 s loiter  to 
Mr.  McCarter  sad  I shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  having  a full  talk  *Lth  Dr 
Vc  Do  well  over  the  rnhol©  matter. 


Dr  '-'CDo-vell  is  quite  sis  taken  in  thinkirr;  r-hat  ntn  Bo;  xa  off 
Directors  v.re  determined  to  block;  if  possible  the  right  of  the  Bo ’•r.  of  Trwtees 
to  amend  the  Charter,"  at  least  as  far  as  any  purpose  of  our  Group  ia 

concerned  I knca  of  no  contrary  determination  on  the  part  of  tau  Bo  -re.  **• 

stated  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  our  Group  has  reached  no  conclus  tou  -;:,  a* 

to  local  process.  Wo  are  ready  to  leave  ell  that  matter  \o  legal  jud^ient  ana 

to  the  rd.se  an  temperate  consideration  of  moans  and  methods  .ton  once  ve  n «<•  come 
to  a 'cneral  agreement.  Our  conference  vith  the  Attorney  General  was  not  ao  all 
for  the  purpoa..  of  offsetting  any  other  opinion,  3s  mnt  to  . im  merely  aocau.e  ..e 
had  heai'd  that  he  had  expressed  a judgment  that  the  two  Boards  eould  not  ho 
merged  in  one  and  inasmuch  as  that  -as  the  proposition  on  which  *e  working 

we  felt  that  7?e  «ere  warranted  ar  obligated  to  make  rare  that  no  such  rriei 
as  had  been  intiaa  tad  would  stand  in  our  wsy  * 


It  may  be  that  we  cannot  find  any  peaceful  solution  aoc  tW 
matter  will  have  to  go"  back  to  the  coming  General  Assembly  -ntnout  >mr  rc-poi 
. aconeiliatiua  and  adjustment,  but  we  mu  t still  hope  th  t a better  and  »or 
way  can  bo  found. 

Our  Group  will  have  another  meeting  early  in  December. 


£ith  warm  regard, 


R:  s/B 


Very  sincerely  your 3, 


Law  Offices 


E 


J 


W. 


309  Easton  Trust  Company  Building 
Easton,  Pa. 


November  17,  1928 


JAM  ES  W.  FOX 


Rev.  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
‘ltiPSF$?th  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Doctor  Speer: 


Dr.  Laird  was  here  yesterday  and  showed  me  a copy 


of  the  Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  adopted  after 
we  left.  Incidentally,  this  action  was  taken  after 
Dr.  McDowell  left.  This  may  or  may  not  be  significant. 


The  Attorney-General  was  at  Lafayette  yesterday, 


and  I had  a very  satisfactory  talk  with  him.  I am  persuaded 
that  the  only  safe  course  to  pur  sue  is  that  indicated  in 
his  opinion,  because  it  will  eliminate  the  possibility  of 
any  legal  difficulty  arising  in  the  future. 

I am  quite  sure  that  we  will  ulitraately  succeed 
by  proceeding  along  the  lines  indicated  by  your  group. 

Yours  very  truly, 


EJF/IH 


ISrestipterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  t!)e  ®ntteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


November  17,1928 


General  Office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


■»<BChgy,BD- 


NOV 

1 9 1928 

Mr. 

Speer 

Dr.  Robert  E. 

156  Fifth  Ave 

New  Yo rk , N . Y . 

De  r Bobby: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of 
November  16th.  I will  gladly  amend  ray  letter  to  Nr. 
Luccock  in  accordance  with  your  most  helpful  suggestions . 

I note  your  amendations  in  connection  v/ith  the 
Minutes  of  the  Group  Conference  No,  6,  of  Novemb  r 12th, 
and  will  take  pleasure  in  correcting  the  Minutes  in 
accordance  therewith. 

I will  see  that  Judge  Bruce’s  letter  is  duly  in- 
corporated in  the  officially  approved  coipy  of  the  Minutes 
of  the  Group  of  Six  for  November  12th. 

Ever  af f ect i onat ely  yours, 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


q/^OO  -iP  . 


fEfje  $resbj>terian  Cfjurcf)  in  tfje  Hmteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Executive  Head  General  Office 

Rev.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D.  514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

stated  clerk  November  17,1928  Philadelphia,  pa. 

it*  GCtrlVEP 

;:0V  1 9 1928 
Mr.  Speer 

Dr. Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.Y. 

My  dear  Bobby: 

Enclosed  please  find  a copy  of  my  letter  to 
Dr.  Luccock  concerning  the  final  draft  of  which  I asked  your 
advice. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

S 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


Ki)t  ipretfbpterian  Cfjur cf)  in  tfje  ?Hmteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Executive  Head  , General  Office 

Rev.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D.  514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

STATED  CLERK  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Rev*  George  H#  Luccock,  D#D*, 
1246  Beall  AVe#» 

,ooB!.cr,C. 

De  r Dr*  Luccock  * 


I have  your  letter  of  November  13th  and  am  grateful  to 
you  for  your  inquiries#  It  is  v.  pleasure  to  reply  to  then 
with  the  dame  directness  and  frankness  as  charmoti- rises 
yo  ir  questions# 

Ur#  Ivatsenbaeh*  s ppinion  wa 3 obtained  by  nr*  Robert 
• z or  id  myself.  . went  to  f ee  ..r#  Katsenbacl  at  Vie 
pi*ivate  office  in  Trenton  by  appointment  and  with  the 
knowledge  and  approval  of  the  Group  of  Six  of  the  Boc.rd  of 
Directors#  ..  g arid  others  had  heard  that  he  had  stated  that 
one  Board  controll  for  Princeton  Seminary  wa.;  not  legally  a 
possibility#  Dr#  vpeer  and  I have  both  known  Ur#  Uataenbach 
since  college  days  and  our  approach  to  him  was  on  a personal 
rather  than  on  an  official  basis#  Our  sole  purpose  in  con- 
sulting him  was  to  find  out  just  what  he  did  think  and  just 
what  he  had  said  if  anything.  J@  had  no  purpose  whatever  in 
mind  as  members  of  the  Croup  of  Six  or  as  individuals  than  to 
find  out  the  facts#  For  *;11  we  knew  he  would  present  an 
opinion  to  us  in  every  way  supporting  the  opinions  of  those 
whose  advice  the  Committee  of  eleven  v&u  following*  *hen 
we  found  fchat  r.  SCat  senbach  * opinion  actually  wau,  instead 
of  keeping  it  to  ours  elves  and  springing  it  at  some  moment 
hich  would  serve  in  some  ulterior  way  the  purposes  of  whoce 
who  wish  to  Introduce  confusion  i>:ito  our  conoej.8,  we  at 
once  shared  it  with  the  Board  of  .ireotoss,  with  the  President 
and  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  and 
with  Dr#  Thompson,  Chairman  of  the  General  Assembly's  Committee 
and  with  his  approval  with  all  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
"leven# 


0 far  as  the  G 
solely  in  getting  at 


roup  of  Six  is  concorned,  we  are  interested 
the  facts  in  the  oaso#  This  opinion  kb  my 


oated  is 
not  as 


tf eTl?to?ney 


Ur. 


UCa  t sen 
General 


bach . in^his 
, and  It 


ought 


* 


Qtlje  Ihestjpterian  Cfjurcf) 

in  tije  Umteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Executive  Head 

General  Office 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 

514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 

Stated  Clerk 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 

-3- 

of  v - : at  i.-;  vl::.  legal  method  of  securing  amendments  to  the 
Chart  r of  Princeton  Seminary.  Let  us  find  out  this  beyond 
peradventure  of  a doubt  now  well  in  advance  of  the  next 
General  Aeaen  bly  and  then  we  v-ill  not  have  to  faco  ti  ie 
question  on  the  floor  of  tho  ..eeenbly.  Nothin-  -..ill  make 
for  peace  more  than  this.  In  ay  judgment  the  report  of 
the  General  Assembly's  Committee  on  I-rinceton  Seminary  never 
received  full  and  satisfactory  presentation  at  the  last 
Asseuibly,  and  the  reason  was  that  the  time  was  occupied 
In  t..c  main  by  a debate  between  tho  opposing  views,  ', 
to  legal  facts  and  procedure# 

Jet  us  get  these  matters  settled  now.  If  the  General 
Aooombly  0 Commit too  on  Princeton  seminary  knows  the  answer* 
to  Ur.  <atsenbeeh»s  contentions  that  '.  ill  be  fine.  If  on  the 
ot.ier  hand  the  counsel  consulted  by  the  General  Assembly's 
Committee  has  overl  oked  some  point  of  Hew  Jersey  law,  surely 

°??h*<0  re*3°ice  that  this  opinion  has  been 
brought  to  its  attention  now  when  with  plenty  0f  tine  available 
tne  whole  matter  may  be  examined  and  conclusions  of  un'ueotion- 
ioie  Vv  licLity  reached. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  add  the  t I tiish  that  you 

the  Committee  of  .levan  could  attend  the 
tteetince  of  our  Croup  of  Mx  and  could  obtain  first  hand 

°f  £?r  effort*  R8  A Group  to  find  the  way  of  true 
peace  and  right.  .9  are  most  earnestly  endeavoring  to  face 

w*ich  we  kaow  »re  atill  vital  and  ore  endervorinr 
Impartially  to  fine  the  answers  thereto  in  the  interact*  of 

“ «oop.-.m.  action.  As  yet  as  a have 

. p %C3CC'  4 ' ’ir3t’  th,t  «»•*•  *4®*  be  peace  in 

an  effort  Hi  «mn  sccond'  *°  *i8h  unite  all  forces  in 

of  «««;«  -on#  efficient,  loyal  one  faitnful  Board 

or  Direction  *or  Princeton  Seminary. 


I most  earnestly  hope  that  this  somewhat  lengthy  letter 

ne?^i^n20^^?f2l_th?,*7i^Sh-i!SPP?®^«fious.?hioh 


will 

yo  a entertained  in  writing, 
plea.#  do  write  me  again. 


If  it  doe s not  accomplish  this 


©nd 


ith  eve  y good  wish,  believe  ne 


' - p ~ 


&/X iVk>  S "fovo^dU  L 


®i)c  Presbyterian  CJjur cfi  in  tfje  Umteb  States  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


Executive  Head 

Rev.  lewis  s.  mudge,  d.d.,  ll.d. 
stated  Clerk 


November  26,  1928* 


General  Office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GROUP  OF  SIX. 

Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  please  find  copy  of  a letter  just  received 
from  Thomas  E.  U.  Bradley,  Esq0,  a member  of  the  General 
Assembly’s  Committee  on  Princeton  . eminary. 
t/ith  kind  regards,  believe  me 

Yours  sincerely, 

^ * J « A*— 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Group  Secretary 


(COPT) 


BRADLEY,  WILLIAMS  & HARPER 
19  S.  La  Salle  Street, 
Chicago 


November  22,  1926* 


Rev.  Lewis  S.  Mudge  D.D., 

514  Witherspoon  Bldg*, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

My  dear  Dr*  Mudge* 

-Phis  is  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  November  8th 
enclosing  a copy  of  an  opinion  by  the  Attorney  General  of  New  Jersey  to 
the  effect  that  the  statute  of  New  Jersey  authorizing  charitable  and 
religious  institutions  to  amend  their  charters  is  not  available  to  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton  as  recommended  by  the  Honorable 
Robert  H.  McCarter,  formerly  Attorney  General  of  New  Jersey  and  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Eleven  to  the  General  Assembly.  Allow  me  to  thank 
you  for  it  although  I feel  quite  fed  upfen  legal  opinions  regarding 
Princeton  Seminary  and  regret  to  be  compelled  to  say  that  I think  this 
latest  one  is  both  unfortunate  and  unpersuasive  • This  is  the  third 
legal  opinion  sent  to  me  since  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly  procured 
by  the  board  of  directors  or  by  individual  members  of  the  board  (one  of 
them  perhaps  by  the  faculty)  with  the  apparent  purpose  of  discrediting 
the  report  of  the  Assembly#s  Committee  or  the  counsel  retained  by  it# 
This  opinion  seems  to  me  the  least  persuasive  of  them  all  because  it 
relates  to  a question  which  has  received  the  attention  of  the  courts 
so  many  times  that  I think  it  should  be  considered  as  settled#  The 
opinion  cites  no  authorities  and  seems  to  me  to  disregard  or  overlook 
the  definitions  expressed  in  numerous  decisions  some  of  which  are 
regarding  as  leading  cases.  Examples  of  them  are  the  case  of  The 
Library  of  Phildelphia  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania 
expressly  held  that  a library  is  "an  educational  ins titution" ; the  case 
of  the  County  Treasurer  vs.  the  Archbishop  of  Cincinnati,  in  which  the 
property  held  in  trust  by  the  Archbishop  for  the  benefit  of  schools  was 
adjudged  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  to  be  exempt  from  taxation.  I 
think  the  decisions  in  the  Girard  College  cases,  the  Bryn  Llawr  College 
case,  the  Crear  Library  case  and  other  similar  cases  are  controlling. 

If  the  Attorney  General  in  hie  private  capacity  really  believes 
that  the  corporation  known  as  The  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  does  not  exist  for  charitable  purposes,  or 
does  not  come  within  the  definition  of  an  educational  or  charitable 
institution  or,  notwithstanding  the  distinctly  charitable  trusts  com- 
mitted to  it  and  which  it  is  authorized  to  administer  and  has  under  its 
powers  administered  for  more  than  a hundred  years,  that  it  is  not  a 
"charitable  or  educational  corporation’1  then  it  seems  to  me  it  is  his 
clear  duty  in  his  official  capacity  to  investigate  and  see  if  there 
may  not  be  considerable  amount  of  back  taxes  due  from  the  corporation 
to  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  (lam  assuming  that  the  property  of 
charitable  institutions  is  exempt  from  taxation  in  New  Jersey  as  in 
other  states  and  that  the  board  of  trustees  of  Princeton  Seminary  has 
not  paid  taxes  upon  the  property  owned  by  it) 


Perhaps,  being  a member  of  the  committee,  I should  not  participate 
in  the  controversy  feut  I assure  you  that,  like  the  Attorney  General, 

I am  saying  this  to  you  in  .my  private  capacity  as  a mere  lawyer*  I 
fear  that  if  I am  wrong  on  this  a couple  of  thousand  lawyers  have  been 
led  a9tray  by  my  teaching*  Probably  a hundred  of  them  are  or  have  been 
judges  throughout  the  west  and  middle  west  and  I fear  the  erroneous 
teaching  haa  become  imbedded  in  some  of  our  lav/  out  here* 

But,  my  dear  Dr*  ilud  e,  I know  you  have  plenty  of  troubles  of  your 
own  and  instead  of  prolonging  the  discussion  I ought  to  be  spending 
the  time  praying  for  you*  This  I do  most  earnestly  at  times*  However, 
I have  had  great  confidence  in  your  wisdom  every  since  we  served 
together  on  the  Executive  Commission  during  the  deflation  period  of 
the  Inter-Church  orld  Movement  and  some  day  when  you  have  time  it 
would  interest  me  greatly  if  you  in  your  private  capacity  would  tell 
•me  how  in  your  judgment  the  directors  of  Princeton  Seminary  expect  to 
,?comp<se  the  differences”  there  by  spending  money  to  promote  differences 
among  lawyers. 

With  sincere  appreciation  and  cordial  regard. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Thomas  2*  D*  Bradley* 


P*S*-~  Pardon  me  once  more*  There  may  be  excellent  reasons  for  the 
board  of  directors  seeking  tho  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General*  It 
may  be  that  they  honestly  believe  there  is  no  other  equally  capable 
lawyer  in  the  state*  But  unless  some  satisfactory  explanation  ap- 
pears the  hard  boiled  lawyers  in  the  Assembly  are  most  likely  to 
conclude  that  they  have  followed  the  tactics  of  the  children  of 
this  world  who  take  their  claims  to  the  State's  Attorney  to  collect* 
The  State's  Attorney,  of  course,  prosecutes  civil  cases  in  his 
private  capacity  but  his  letter  head  bearing  his  official  title 
is  counted  upon  to  "throw  a scare  into"  the  delinquents. 


KRCF'vF” 

otc  l2 

(W.  &***’ 


d- 

JfftrBl  ^trsbyterian  CEburrh 

&ixtb  Asmtur 


m. 


Dec.  10,  1926* 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York# 

Dear  Dr.  Speer; 

X thought  you  might  he  interested  in  some  im- 
ore  °sions  I received  during  a ten  days'  visit  at  Princeton^ 
when  I preached  in  the  Chapel  and  delivered  the  Stone  Lectures. 

1.  I am  convinced  that  the  chief  objective 

at  present  is  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Boar 
of  Directors.  Our  difficulties  as  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Seminary, and  personal  relationships  in 
the  Faculty  will  right  themselves  in  the  course  of 
timef I tiki that  a merger  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
either  on  the  basis  of  the  Thompson  Committee  plan, 
or  of  the  recent  proposal  by  the  Directors  to  . e 
Board  of  Trustees,  would  work  great  injury  to  the 
cause  of  Princeton. 

2.  The  legal  opinions,  which  we  have  reason 
to  trust,  indicate  that  the  legislature  of  Hew  Jer- 
sey would  not  pass  an  act  providing  for  a new  charter 
if  there  should  be  opposition  on  the  part  of  those 
now  entrusted  with  the  government  of  the  Seminary. 

Even  if  the  present  Board  of  Directors  were  dissolved 
by  the  abrogation  of  the  plan  by  the  General  Assembly, 
the  Board  would  hold  over  until  the  enabling  act  ha 
Been  passed  by  the  legislature.  Therefore  individual 
members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  or  the  Board  as  a 
whole,  would  have  the  opportunity  to  protest. 

3.  The  legal  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General 

of  Hew  Jersey  seems  to  intimate  that  the  present  plan 
would  have  to  be  abrogated  by  a two  thirds  majority 
vote  in  the  Assembly. 

4 In  view  of  these  legal  obstacles,  making  a 
and  proceed  as  follows:- 


Jffirat  $rpabgtprian  (Eljurrh 

&ixtlj  Atirnu? 

^ittaburgli,  |!a. 

2. 


a.  Reconsider  the  action  of  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board  and  the  proposal  to  tk0  Board 
of  Trustees. 

b.  Elect  strong  men  to  the  chairs  now 

vacant • 


c.  Ask  the  Assembly  for  a change  in  the 
plan  whereby  the  President  of  the  Seminary  sits  as 
a member  of  both  Boards. 

d.  Ask  the  Assembly  for  a change  in  the 
plan  so  that  the  clause  about  the  trustees  "approving" 
elections,  and  appointments  by  the  Directors  shall  be 
clearly  interpreted  to  mean  that  they  shall  approve 
the  salaries  provided  the  funds  are  at  hand. 

e.  Make  a strong  and  optimistic  report  to 
the  Assembly  pointing  out  the  exaggeration  of  the 
difficulties;  then  showing  the  large  enrollment  of 
students,  and  how  the  work  of  the  Seminary  has  gone 
steadily  forward. 


5.  If  these  things  are  carried  out,  I do  not  see 
how  any  Assembly  could  reject  such  a report.  My  impression  was 
that  already  time  has  healed  somewhat  the  breach  in  the  Faculty. 


Faithfully  yours, 


T&\)t  ^Presbyterian  Cfjurcb  in  ttjc  ZHntteb  states  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE.  D.D.,  LL.D. 


ecemher  luf  1928# 


General  Office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


nr-T.  1 9 


$Lr.  Sp€er 


TO  MB 


Dear  Brethren* 

A ijieotine  of  the  Croup  of  "lx  1b  called  for  “•“***• 
December  iilat,  at  10.30  A.II.  in  the  014  oratory,  I’rinoeton, 
a .f.  As  a neater  of  tho  Group  your  presence  is  urged  ue 
plans  will  he  considered  to  carry  Into  offset  the  directions 
given  tho  Group  as  to  further  prooeeuro  at  the  last  Meeting 
of  the  toard  of  vireotore* 

Tli®  Conforence  Commit  too  of  tho  Board  of  7ruetoeo 
author! Bed  By  »aid  Board  at  ite  laet  mooting  ka®  ooen 
invited  to  meet  with  tho  Group  of  ois  at  Mi  early  hour  in 
tho  afternoon  of  Monday,  December  Slat. 

Wishing  you  and  yours  a nappy  Christmas  and  Hew  Year, 

Yourc  sincerely » 

x s.iu. 

Lett! e So  Itudije 

Group  Secretary 


£ tum  $ ~ 


tEfje  $resfipterian  Cfmrcf)  tn  tfje  Untteb  States  of  America 


OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

STATED  CLERK  - . *- 


December  18,  1928# 


Reived 


DEC  1 A W28- 

ffl r.  Speer 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Ave. , 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I am  returning  herewith  Judge  M.  Linn  Bruce’s  letter 
to  you  of  October  24th,  which  you  sent  me  under  date  of 
November  16th. 


Yours  sincerely 


Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


RECEIVED 
OCT  2 6 1928 
tflr.  Speer 


M,  .LINN  BRUCE 


68  WILLIAM  STREET 
NEW  YORK 


October  24th,  1928. 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.  D. , 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 


Dear  Dr,  Speer 


I trust  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 


the  Seminary  will  join  with  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the 
plan  for  a single  Board  of  Control.  While  I am  still  of 
the  opinion  that  the  new  Board  should  be  constituted  in 
the  first  instance  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Eleven  and  that  the  consolidation  of  the  two  present 
Boards  may  result  in  a Board  too  large  and  with  the  hazard 
of  continued  conflict,  still  the  adoption  of  a single  Board 
of  Control  secures  the  vital  principle  involved,  A reduc- 
tion in  numbers,  if  found  desirable,  can  easily  be  brought 
about.  Time  will  change  the  personnel  and  thus  eliminate 
conflicting  elements.  I feel  that  the  Trustees  have  an 
opportunity  to  do  a great  service,  I feel  that  we  should 
forget  the  things  that  are  behind  and  press  forward  to  what 
seems  to  be  essential  for  the  v/elfare  of  the  Seminary. 


Cordially  yours 


GTf)e  ^resbpterian  Cfjurcf)  tn  t fie  ®mte&  States  of  America 


WliiCBIVED 


OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 


/VLf  .sS$**U?"k 


December  19,  1928 


General  Office 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

1 56  Fi  fth  Ave  • , 

Few  York  City. 

My  dear  Bobby: 

I have  your  letter  of  December  18th,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a letter  addressed  by  you  to  Dr.  Me Evan,  Chairman 
of  the  Croup  of  Six  and  dated  December  18th.  I thank  you 
for  sending  me  this  letter  which  very  fully  and  accurately 
expresses  my  own  mind  in  the  matter.  Enclosed  please 
find  copy  of  letter  which  I have  written  to  Dr.  McEwan. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

^ c. 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


W()t  Presbyterian  Cburc b in  tf)£  ®niteb  States  of  America 


OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
i/«?n 

EXECUTIVE  HEAD 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,-.  D.D.,  ‘LL.D. 

STATED  CLERK 


pprP*v 

Executive  Head 


December  19 » 19£8* 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


illiam  L*  ifeSwan, 
S.  Hegely  Ave*, 


Hev. 

906 
Pittsburgh, 


?a, 


Uy  dear  Mr*  Hc3»aai 

x?  sneer  has  been  so  kind  as  to  send  me  a 

CM7  of* his  letter  to  you  dated  December  13th,  in  «hich  he 
copy  of  his  f;,5v  hi8  judgment  with  reference  to 

presents  to  you  very  - aitl»n4  Alexander  to  the  Group 

of  (I,,  ntmolj.  jr.  "™f  " r..lcne«.  »”d  *•■■■■ 

procedure  under  the  guidance  of  the  Group  o_  -1*. 

I write  to  say  that  Dr.  Speer  expresses  very  fully  and 
very  accurately  my  own  feelings  in  vhle  matter. 

With  warmest  regards  and  beet  ml-h*.  to  you  and  yours 
for  a Happy  Christmas  and  Hew  Year,  believe  me 

Yours  sincerely. 


Lewis  Mud l e 

Stated  Clerk 


pLuwt  s - 


C|c.  Cfjurcb  in  tfye  tHntteb  States  of  America 

rj£C  g q |y(?g  OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


EMr.ivSpeer 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D..  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


December  19,1928 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


£0  TH  _ ■ . OP  Th,  GROU.  OF  MXi 

Dear  Bret  hr ai  s 

Enclosed  please  find  a copy  of  a letter  for- 
warded this  day  to  Rev*  John  NLsDowell,  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  Princeton  Seminary,  in  response  to  his  re- 
quest for  information  as  to  the  topics  likely  to  he  con- 
sidered at  our  conference  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Trustees  Llonday  afternoon  December  31st,  at  2:30  P *X  • 

As  these  same  topics  are  those  which  will  in 

all  likelihood  he  before  our  Group  for  consideration 
that  morning  at  our  meeting  appointed  for  10: 30  . . in 

the  Old  Oratory,  I am  using  this  lettei  tfi  Dr*  JlcDowell 
as  a means  of  fulfilling  my  duty  as  secretary  in  providing 
a docket  for  our  meeting  that  morning. 


,/ith  best  wishes 
Year,  believe  me 


for  a Happy  Christrais  and  New 


Yours  sincerely. 


S * fW-4- 

Lewis  S.  lludge 
Group  Secretary 


^f)c  Presbyterian  Cburcb  in  t be  Untteb  states!  of  America 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


Executive  Head 

REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE.  D.D.,  LL.D. 
STATED  CLERK 


December  19*1928 


GENERAL  OFFICE 
514  WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


Rev.  John  McDowell,  D.D.,  Secretary, 

Board  of  Trustees, 

Princeton  Theological  oemin  ry » 

Hew  York  City. 

Dear  Dr.  McDowells 

With  reference  to  the  conference  planned 
for  Monday  afternoon  Deoemoer  31st,  next,  will  you  >e 
so  kind  as  to  inform  those  who  will  represent  the 
(Trustees  at  said  conferences 

1.  That  the  enclosed  is  a copy  of  the 
report  of  the  Croup  of  Six  adopted  at  the  meeting  of 
Bocrd  of  Directors  December  13th,  last.  I am  enclosing 
sufficient  copies  for  distribution  by  you  to  the  members 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Trustees. 

2.  That  the  Group  of  Six  will  he  prepared 
to  report  as  to  the  answers  received  from  the  letter 

-scsi  8 tn 

herev/ith  enclosed. 


the 


The 


3. 


If  the  members  of  your  Committee  will  each 
bring  with  him  a copy  of  the  charter  and  pi  an  ^°Posed 
to  the  last  Geisral  Assembly  by  the 

we  as  a Group  of  Gix  hav  to  sug,  es.. 

4.  Conference  should  also  be  had  as  to  the 
form  in  which  the  creations  of  legal  procedure  in  connection 
;ith  the  obtaining  of  a charter  should  be  submitted  to  the 
General  Assembly’s  Committee  that  it  may  take  steps 
lead  us  all  in  their  solution. 

I think  the  above  will  indicate  thf  t v/e 
have  ample  to  occupy  us  when  your  Committee  and  our  Group 
meet  • 


Hew  Year, 


Wishing  you  and  yours  a Happy  Christmas  and 

Yours  sincerely. 


yV  ^restiptedan  Cfmrcf)  tn  tfje  Umteb  States  of  America 

y' 

OFFICE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

Executive  head 

Rev.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D 
stated  Clerk 


General  Office 

December  28,1928  su  Witherspoon  building 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Bobby- 

Your  letter  of  December  22d,  is  received. 

Also  a letter  addressed  to  you  under  date  of  December 
19th,  by  Dr.  J.  Ross  Stevenson,  which  I herewith  return. 

This  letter  certainly  is  much  to  the  point  and  makes  very 
clear  the  difficulties  we  continue  to  face.  However, 

I suppose  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  do  but  to  continue 
for  the  present  in  the  hope  that  our  trouble  and  conscien-- 
tious  effort  to  find  a way  out  will  be  in  due  time  rewarded. 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

i — j.  JV — 'U 

Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk 


THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
FR2NCETON.  NEW  JERSEY 


December  19,  1928 

PRESIDENTS  room 


My  dear  Robert :- 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  December  17th,  I note  your  al- 
lusion to  Dr.  Craig’s  proposed  substitute.  Since  he  and  Dr.  Macartney 
have  been  placed  on  the  ’’Group”  to  take  the  places  of  Drs.  Warfield 
and  Finney,  evidently  this  substitute  will  be  pressed  and  enough  Direc- 
tors won  over  to  it  to  ensure  its  adoption  by  a majority  vote. 


Regarding  the  proposal,  I may  say,  first,  that  the  abridg- 
ment of  the  functions  of  the  President  gives  him  the  status  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Faculty  according  to  the  old  arrangement.  This  plan 
according  to  which  the  Senior  Member  of  the  Faculty  served  as  Chairman 
and  represented  the  Seminary  before  the  church  proved  to  be  s0^r^r{^]iJ^eJTlent,/ 
factory  that  on  May  6,  1901  it  was  proposed  "in  the  interests  or  eTrfbiency/ 
that  a committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a similar  committe  of  the 
Trustees  and  Faculty  r egarding  a change  in  the  plan.  This  resulted  in 
action  taken  October  8,  1901  proposing  a President,  and  subsequently  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Patton,  Duffield  and  Raker  and  Messrs. 

Lanning  and  McCook,  was  appointed  to  nominate  a President,  and  you  can 
undestand  what  the  Directors  contemplated  when  you  recall  that  the  man 
who  was  being  considered  for  the  place  was  Dr.  7/.  H.  Roberts.  The  i-acu  y, 
however,  stole  a march  on  the  Nominating  Committee  of  the  Directors  and 
by  unanimous  vote  placed  in  nomination  Dr.  Patton.  If  the  old  regime  is 
to  be  continued  and  no  ’’efficiency  in  management  sought,  what  Dr.  Craig 
proposes  will  serve  to  safeguard  the  orthodoxy  of  the  institution  and 
prevent  anything  in  the  way  of  progress. 

I have  no  special  wisdom  as  to  whether  the  President  should  or 
should  not  be  a member  of  the  governing  Board  of  an  institution.  I 
understand  that  Dr.  Thompson  advocated  this  in  the  Committee  of  eleven 
but  it  was  left  an  open  question,  so  far  as  our  Presbyterian  Seminaries 
are  concerned,  the  President  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  or 
Trustees  in  the  following  institutions:  Auburn,  Louisville,  McCormick, 
Bloomfield,  Lincoln,  Omaha  and  -ubucue. 


As  to  his  second  amendment  to  the  Plan  of  the  Seminary,  in- 
volving  the  relation  of  the  Directors  and  the  Trustees,  it  is  well  to 
note  that  in  1870  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Old  and  New  School  todies 
reported  contrasting  seminaries  administered  by  two  Boards  and  those 
like  Lane  and  Union  administered  by  one,  "by  which  the  property  is  . 
held  and  the  general  control  of  the  seminary  is  administered,  certainly 
a simpler  method  by  which  all  differences  of  opinion  are  avoided  such  as 
have  arisen  and  are  likely  to  arise  in  other  Seminaries  between  two 
separata  Boards,  one  of  trust  and  the  other  oi  direction. 


As  you  may  know,  following  the  reunion  in  1870,  at  which  time 
the  Directors  were  given  "immediate  control"  of  the  Seminary,  the  gtts“ 
tees  were  so  incensed  by  their  overbearing  attitude  that  they  threatened 
to  resign  in  a body.  Among  the  Trustees  were  such  men  as  Robert  L.  _>tuart 
and  James  Lenox.  It  was  neceBsary,  therefore,  to  hold  a joint  meeting 
on  December  22,  1870  at  which  an  agreement  was  entered  into  whereby  ’acts 


PRESIDENT'S  ROOM 
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of  the  Directors  affecting  the  finances  of  the  institution  must  receive  the 
a opr  oval  of  the  .board  of  Trustees  as  a condition  of  their  validity  and 
binding  force,  and  that  the  two  bodies  adopt  such  measures  to  secure  con- 
ference and  cooperation  in  suchmatters  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

There  is  not  the  faintest  hope  that  the  present  board  of  Trustees  will 
consent  to  that  abridgment  of  their  powers  contemplated  in  Dr.  Craig’s 
s uggestions. 


The  mandate  issued  by  the  Directors  over  the  signatures  of 
Doctors  Alexander  and  Frank  Stevenson  has  been  received,  it  raises  a 
number  of  serious  questions.  Manifestly  it  is  intended  to  ignore  he 
past  and  all  the  contentions  on  which  presumably  the  deliverance  ia  based. 
If  signed  by  the  innocent  it  serves  to  insure  protection  for  those  who 
have  been  guilty  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  Seminary.  Should  the 
Seminary’s  problems  come  out  into  the  open  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Assembly,  members  of  the  Faculty  will  be  obligated  not  to  ofier  any 
word  of  personal  criticism  and  important  facts  bearing  upon  the  whole 
situation  will  be  suppressed.  The  meeting  of  the  Directors  last 

week  is  an  illuminating  commentary  on  the  utter  futility  of  signed  peace 
pacts.  Practically  all  the  Directors,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Craig, 
signed  a statement,  the  intention  of  which  was  to  wipe  the  elate  clean 
and  begin  a new  era  of  -ood  understanding,  harmony  and  cooperative 
effort,  and  yet  the  two  wings  of the  Board  were  as  far  apart  last  Thursday 
as  they  have  ever  been.  it  seems  strange  that  a large  group  of  men, 
most  of  whom  have  been  close  friends  in  the  years  gone  by,  all  of  whom 
are  loyal  to  the  Standards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  have  hitherto 
been  identified  with  the  conservative  party  in  the  Church,  cannot  get 
together.  The  fact  that  they  cannot  is  a clear  indication  that  the 
real  grounds  of  differences  have  not  been  frankly  faced.  Dr.  Craig  for 
the  past  two  or  three  years  in  season  and  out  of  season  has  been  in- 
sisting  that  the  differences  in  the  Seminary  are  doctrinal  in  their  cnar- 
acter.  Apparently  this  is  what  a number  of  men  in  all  honesty  believe. 
The  President  has  been  attacked  for  a too  '‘inclusive"  policy.  Dr.  Erd- 
man  has  been  discredited  as  being  "doctrinally  indifferent".  Now  Dr. 
Craig  changes  his  tactics  and  tries  to  make  it  appear  that  the  troubles 
are  administrative  and  immediately  following  this  he  places  in  nomination 
a reactionary  and  contentious  elder  in  opposition  to  the  one  unanimous  y 
nominated  by  a duly  appointed  committee  of  the  Board  to  fill  the  vacant 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Perkins. 


1 note  your  allusion  to  the  Chair  of  Homiletics,  and  I wonder 
if  you  were  impressed  by  the  seeming  innonence  and  guilelessness  of  Dr. 
Ingles  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  last  Thursday.  He  professed  to 
know  nothing  about  Dr.  Taliaferro  Thompson  and  expressed  a willingness 
to  make  investigations.  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  when  a comm.ttee, 
consisting  of  Doctors  .'arfield,  Laird,  llarsh,  Hodge  and  myself,  was 
appointed  to  nominate  someone  for  the  new  Chair  of  Heligious  Education 
and  1 presented  correspondence  showing  that  Dr.  Thompson's  name  should 
be  favorably  considered,  and  this  had  also  the  endorsement  of  :jr.  Synnott, 
who  founded  the  Chair,  Doctors  arfield,  Laird  and  Hodge  steadfastly 
refused  to  give  his  name  any  consideration,  and  then  resigned  because 
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Mr.  Marsh  and  I could  not  see  our  way  clear  to  join  in  the  nomination 
of  Harold  McAfee  Robinson  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Synnott  s wishes y 
Another  committee  was  then  appointed  of  which  Robert  Ingles  was  a mem- 
ber. 7/hen  I mentioned  -Dr.  Thompson’s  name  to  thi3  committee,  Robert 
replied  at  once  that  he  had  made  an  investigation  and  had  learned  that 
Dr.  Thompson  is  a liberal  conservative,  and  he  wanted  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  would  never  Consent  to  the  election  of  any  man  to  a chair 
in  Princeton  Seminary  who  could  be  designated  as  being  liberal  in  any 
particular.  It  is  because  of  this  situation  in  the  Board  of  Directors 
that  tiB  General  Assembly  has  wisely  taken  the  action  that  it  will  not 
proceed  to  confirm  any  nominations  pending  the  settlement  of  differences. 

Frankly , let  me  say  that  i do  not  see  any  prospect  whatsoever 
of  securing, first , unanimity  in  the  present  Board  of  Directors  regarding 
any  name  for  a vacant  chair,  and  secondly,  of  securing  favorable  consid- 
eration by  any  desirable  man  for  a chair  in  the  Seminary  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  confusion;  and  thirdly,  of  having  the  General  Assembly  take 
favorable  action  before  all  these  matters  are  settled. 

There  is  a great  deal  more  I would  like  to  say.  I would  covet 
the  opportunity  to  set  before  you  the  proper  ideals  for  the  Seminary  towards 
which  we  should  work  and  the  kind  of  a reorganization  that  is  needed  if 
Princeton  Seminary  is  even  to  hold  its  own. 

Appreciating  your  generous  and  patient  interest,  I am, 
Affectionately  yours, 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D. , 


New  xork  City. 


